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BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

Carthage ISD voters have 
elected a Carthage City Com-
missioner and elected a new-
comer to the Carthage ISD 
school board, according to 
unofficial election results re-
leased Saturday night.

Commissioner Isha Brown 
took home 231 votes to keep 
her seat on the City Commis-
sion, compared to challenger 
David Leary’s 155.

Brenda Giles was elected 
to the Carthage ISD Board of  
Trustees with 660 votes com-
pared to challenger Adam 

Duran’s 343 votes. Carthage 
ISD voters also re-elected Ben 
Donald to the board. Donald 
ran unopposed.

Results are unofficial until 
they are canvassed at a fu-
ture meeting.

Carthage voters choose Giles, Brown

Isha Brown Brenda Giles

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

Beckville ISD voters have 
approved a $17 million bond, 
according to unofficial re-
sults released by the district 
on Saturday night.

Voters also elected Justin 
Davis to the Place 3 seat and 
Casey Travis to the Place 4 
seat. Davis was running un-
opposed and got 277 votes. 
Travis got 280 votes to chal-
lenger Tiffany Adams’ 47.

Results have 259 people 
voting for the bond and 70 
voting against.

Election results must be 

canvassed at a future meet-
ing before they are official.

The bond will help the dis-
trict build a new competi-
tion gym and a high school 
addition, along with some 
renovations to the Junior 
High building. The bond has 
a 20-year payout.

Trustees discussed prob-
able costs and work at their 
December meeting. The 
competition gymnasium 
will be coliseum style with 
a focus on girls athletics in 
terms of  the locker room 
and from an athletic point of  
view.

The new high school build-

ing would be built to espe-
cially help accommodate the 
film studio program, the cu-
linary arts program and the 
band program, as well as life 
skills, special education and 
special needs.

At the junior high, only 
renovation is needed, offi-
cials said.

Business Manager Char-
maine Chappell went over 
the options of  how each pro-
posed plan would affect tax-
payers, looking specifically 
at the average homestead 
with a general exemption 
and the average homestead 
with an over 65 exemption.

Beckville ISD voters approve $17M bond

Panola County elects city, school candidates
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The Panola County 
Cattlemen’s Pro Rodeo 
took place Friday and 
Saturday at the rodeo 
arena in Carthage. See 
more photos online at 
panolawatchman.com.

RODEO
THRILLS

71st annual Cattlemen’s Pro 
Rodeo event returns to excited 

crowds last weekend

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

The Panola County Repub-
lican Women will host a run-
off  forum with candidates for 
county judge and district at-
torney on Saturday, May 14.

The event takes place from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the Still Waters 
Cowboy Church, 1699 Texas 
315 in Carthage. The Watch-
man will also livestream the 
forum on its Facebook page 
for those who cannot make it.

Early voting in the May 24 
runoff  begins next Monday. 
Early voting takes place from 

Runoff 
forum to 
be held 
Saturday
Will feature district 
attorney, county 
judge candidates

See FORUM, Page 4A

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Carthage ISD has an-

nounced Carthage Prima-
ry School Principal Ki-
ley Schumacher has been 
named the principal at Bak-
er-Koonce Intermediate 
School beginning in the 2022-
23 school year.

“I am excited about the op-
portunity to grow in my ca-
reer within Carthage ISD,” 
said Schumacher. “As a 
proud Bulldog myself, I feel 
very blessed to have the op-
portunity to serve the stu-
dents in my hometown and 
am looking forward to work-
ing with the team at Bak-
er-Koonce.”

Schumacher replaces 
Clarinda Collins, who was 

New BK 
principal 
is named

See CISD, Page 4A


