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TODAY’S WEATHER

Brought to you by...

High

66 

Low

43 Partly cloudy.

CARTHAGE ISD

CRIME & COURTS

THINGS TO DO

THINGS TO DO

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The annual Book Blessings 

project is underway, as orga-
nizers work to provide free 
summer reading books to all 
Panola County students in 
kindergarten and first grade.

To complete this year’s 
project, organizers need ap-
proximately 3,500 books.

Donations of  books may be 
made at the following loca-
tions: Deadwood, Rehobeth, 
Mt. Zion, Bethel, St. An-
drew’s, Murvaul, Beckville 
and Carthage First United 
Methodist churches. Dona-
tion boxes are also available 
at Carthage Primary School 
and the Sammy Brown Li-
brary.

Monetary donations may 
be made at Carthage First 
United Methodist Church, 
with checks made to FUMC 
Carthage. Put Book Bless-
ings on the memo line. Vol-
unteers are also welcomed. 
Questions may be directed to 
FUMC Carthage at (903) 693-
5227. May 3 is the donation 
deadline.

Book 
Drive 
begins

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Country Music Hay-

ride and Carthage Main 
Street will once again host 
a summer theater camp for 
kids — and they’ve also add-
ed a new film camp to their 
schedule.

The third annual Theatre 
Camp at the Esquire takes 
place July 14-17 for students 
who will be in grades 3-8 
during the 2021-22 school 
year. A separate Film Camp 
will take place June 15-18 for 
the same age group.

Questions about both sum-
mer camps can be directed 
to Main Street Manager Cin-
dy Deloney at (903) 693-0160. 
Registration forms can be 
picked up at Carthage City 
Hall, The Panola County 
Chamber of  Commerce or 

Film, 
theater 
summer 
camps 
planned

See BOOKS, Page 4A

See CAMPS, Page 4A

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Two Carthage residents 

and two others were sen-
tenced Thursday in a meth-
amphetamine and gun traf-
ficking ring, Acting U.S. 
Attorney Nicholas J. Ganjei 
said.

Amanda Rae Williams, 
32, of  Carthage and Illo-
na Annette Amburn, 41, of  
Longview were sentenced to 
120 months in federal prison 
Thursday. The two had pre-
viously pleaded guilty on Au-
gust 4, 2020 to conspiracy to 
distribute meth.

Marvin Robert Williams, 
38, of  Carthage was sen-
tenced to 84 months in feder-

al prison Thursday. Williams 
pleaded guilty to use, carry-
ing and possession of  a fire-
arm and in furtherance of  
a drug trafficking crime on 
Sept. 22, 2020.

Larry Demontrie Mock, 
a/k/a “Boogati,” 39, of  Hous-
ton, was sentenced to 151 
months in federal prison 
Thursday. Mock had pleaded 
guilty on Dec. 7, 2020 to con-
spiracy to distribute meth-
amphetamine.

All four were also ordered 
to pay $5,000 in criminal for-
feiture, which prosecutors 
said was proceeds derived 
from their criminal activity.

The group is accused of  

brokering sales of  meth 
and guns, with Amburn 
and Mock being supplied by 
Amanda and Marvin Wil-
liams and others, beginning 
in April 2018. The group is 
accused of  selling at least 150 
grams of  actual meth and at 
least 13 guns during more 
than 10 different transac-
tions.

“The citizens of  East Texas 
will not tolerate those who 
pump poison into our com-
munities and traffic firearms 
in the process,” Ganjei said 
in a press release. “The sen-
tences imposed on the Wil-
liams, Mock, and Amburn 
organization send a strong 

message to those who would 
try to profit from the misery 
of  methamphetamine ad-
diction or the violence that 
comes with underground 
firearm trafficking. We will 
continue to investigate and 
prosecute the most danger-
ous members of  our commu-
nity, such as these individu-
als.”

This case was investigated 
by the Bureau of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Ex-
plosives; the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration; 
and the Panola County Sher-
iff’s Office. It was prosecuted 
by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Ryan Locker.

Four sentenced in meth distribution case

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

T
he Carthage ISD school board 
approved a bevy of  construc-
tion and safety projects at 

their Monday meeting. Funds are 
coming out of  bond monies set 
aside for routine maintenance and 
security.

The district will spend $31,480 to 
repair the track at Carthage High 
School. The board gave the bid 
to Hellas Construction. Interim 
Superintendent Jim Dunlap said 
the repairs would help them get 
through the next couple of  seasons.

“It’ll get us through the next 
several years, but the track is going 
to need some major repairs in the 
foreseeable future,” he said.

The district also plans to replace 
flooring at the press box and field 
house, at a cost of  $115,188.14. 
Officials said the press box floor-
ing needed to be replaced because 
the February freeze caused burst 
pipes. RFS Sports was awarded the 
bid.

The district will replace turf  at 
the Libby Elementary School play-
ground, at a cost of  $397,510. Hellas 
Construction was awarded the bid. 
Officials said the warranty for the 
current turf, which is nine years 
old, had expired last year.

“The wear and tear on that turf  
has created really some significant 

safety issues,” Dunlap said. “The 
whole thing needs to be redone.”

The district will repair or refin-
ish gymnasium floors at Carthage 
High School and Carthage Junior 
High School, at a cost of  $29,200. 
Dunlap said some of  the work was 
due to some roof  issues, while oth-
er was just routine maintenance. 
Quality Hardware Floors, Inc. was 
awarded the bid.

At Baker-Koonce Intermediate 
School and Carthage Primary 
School, the district will buy new 
vent hoods for the cafeteria kitch-
ens to bring them up to code at a 

cost of  $67,000. Dunlap said the 
cafeterias had been grandfathered 
in so they did not previously need 
to meet fire and safety codes, but 
he said it was time to change that 
situation.

The district will also update its 
administration building, awarding 
a $39,628.46 bid to Vector Concepts 
to replace carpeting and then 
spending $25,900 for labor and 
$3,543.49 for paint to repaint the 
walls. Schumacher Construction 
was awarded the painting bid.

Projects Planned
Carthage ISD approves high school track repairs, elementary turf replacement

Stella Wieser

Carthage ISD approved a project to repair the track at Bulldog Stadium, with officials saying it would extend the life of 
the track for the next several seasons.

See CISD, Page 4A


