
By Mac McLeod,
OCN staff writer

He never played a minute of sports, yet he’s one of the most, 
if not the most recognized sports figure at Livingston Academy over 
the past 25-30 years. He didn’t finish at the top of his class, but he 
represents Livingston Academy like no other member of the student 
body or the staff.

As a matter of fact, more people probably know and recognize Dale 
King than any member of the entire Overton County school system. 
And that statement could probably encompass more territory.

Dale King is known everywhere – Livingston teams, sports, cheer-
leaders, dance team, band, you name it, have traveled with him. He’s 
driven the buses for 39 years now and there isn’t a school in Middle 
Tennessee he hasn’t visited or can’t find.

“I’ve been to them all,”  King said . “I started out working as a cus-
todian at LMS (Livingston Middle School) and driving a bus and just 
never thought about doing anything else. It’s my life and I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything.”

In 2000, King moved to Livingston Academy, and in 2006, he be-
came the head of the welcome center on the road leading to the school.

“It’s a job that I really enjoy,” King continued . “I get to know all 
the students, their parents, other people coming to the school, and 
have heard every reason there is to why somebody needs to get to 
the school. I know it’s an important job, especially now with all the 
problems going on around the country at schools, but I know just 
about everybody and know if they really need to go any further or do 
I need to stop them and get more help.”

But King’s functions are more than just checking people in and 
out, it’s a job of making everyone feel at ease and welcome and that 
includes teachers, students, etc. He knows how to do it and has the 
personality to make it work.

   All I can tell you is I just love the 
students and will do anything I 
can to help them out,” he contin-
ued.  “Working with these young 
people has kept me young. I love 

them and hope they feel the same 
about me.

Well, to find out just how the other side feels, try to find someone 
who has anything negative to say about him.

Stroll the halls of Livingston Academy and any teacher there will 
go out of their way to make sure the point of “we love Dale” is made.

Ask any current student, any former student, any athlete, anybody 
who has had any contact with the school over the past 22 years, and 
you’ll get the same answer – “we just love him.”

But you will get some more interesting answers from the coaches 
at LA, especially basketball coach Jimmy Miller and former football 
coach Bruce Lamb.

Miller and Lamb teamed up on King for years with pranks, and for 
the most part, thought they had gotten the best, but in the end, had 
to admit King is a lot sharper than he’s given credit for.
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“Dale is one of the things I miss most about not being at LA,” 
Lamb confessed . 

“Miller and I both did our best to get one over on him, and some-
times we did, but he usually ended on top in return. Everybody loves 
Dale, even our opponents. When he pulled the bus in the parking 
lot, even the other coaches and players wanted to talk with him. 
There’s only one Dale King and it has been a real pleasure knowing 
him. Maybe one day he will get elected to the LA Hall of Fame. He 
certainly deserves it.”

Miller went a step further. 
“Don’t let him confuse you,” the basketball coach laughed, “Dale 

is one tough customer and I love him for it.”
For his part, King loves to tell the story of Miller hitting all the 

traffic cones coming out of the LA parking lot, knowing King had 
to go back and set them back up.

“One day I filled one with concrete blocks and we’ll just say, after 
he hit that one, he didn’t hit any more,” King said with a sheepish 
grin across his face.

But there have been some hard times for King as well as the fun 
times. His mother passed away in 2014, and 11 months later, he lost 
his brother, Lynn. That left Dale to care for his sister, Kathy. And 
to show just how much the school thought of him, then principal 
Lesley Riddle gave her a volunteer position in the library where she 
helps every day while Dale mans the Welcome Center.

“That really helped us out,” King added.  
“That was really hard,” King continued . “It’s the hardest thing I’ve 

ever had to deal with, but the students here just came to my aid, they 
let me know how much they cared, and that was the one thing that 
got me through it. It did then, and does now, mean so very much.”

And another thing that hurts him is when bad things  happen to a 
student, whether it’s a bad accident, a sickness, a bad decision, etc.

“I feel for them whatever the reason,” he went on. “I really and 
truly love these students, and when something bad happens to them, 
it really hurts me. That’s the way I feel.”

But there have been fond highlights as well. Many more than bad 
ones.

“I’ll always remember taking the girls basketball teams in 1999 and 
2004 to Murfreesboro and them winning the state championship, 
and also the 2005 football team to the state championship game and 
they won. Those had to be the most fun I ever had driving the teams. 
Also, when I took the cheerleaders to Florida. That was a great trip. 
I’m just honored that the school and the parents trust me to drive 
their students and children on these trips. I really take them seriously.”

There was a television series years back called Mission Impossible 
and when the program started out it would be “your mission, if you 
decide to accept  it is”: In this case, the mission would be to find 
somebody to say something negative about Dale King.

As one former athletic manager for the girls basketball team said: 
“Good luck with that.”

“I’m sure there’s somebody I’ve made mad, but I didn’t mean 
to,” he concluded with a laugh. “Nobody is loved by everybody, me 
included . I just love these people here, this job, and everything that 
goes with it. Wouldn’t have it any other way.”

Dale King is a very special employee at Livingston Academy.
  

Dale King is a familiar face to the students at Livingston Academy, greeting them as they arrive on campus every 
day and as they leave.


