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Even though schools are 
closed due to the worldwide 
pandemic sweeping the nation, 
Overton County Schools are 
coming up with creative ways 
to keep educating. The school 
system has introduced online 
learning and paper packets 
so that students can continue 
to excel academically. Each 
school is also providing meals 
every week to all students that 
wish to pick them up.

Director of Schools Mark 
Winningham mentioned that 
Overton County Schools will 
continue providing students 
with educational material un-
less directed to take a different 
approach. He also expressed 
that meal pick up has been 
fantastic so far. In the last few 
weeks, over 27,000 meals have 
been given to students and 
their families. These meals are 
picked up by students at the 
schools without them even get-
ting out of the car. 

A.H. Roberts Elementary 

“Our teachers are working so 
hard to ensure that education 
continues for students” stated 
Principal Brandon Cross. 
A.H. is providing its students 
with virtual classes by utilizing 
a platform called Microsoft 
Teams; for students that may 
not have access to internet 
connection, they are putting 
together paper packets. Cross 
also mentioned that teachers 
have been calling, texting, and 
email students to stay in touch. 
Many of their students are 
enjoying the virtual classes be-
cause they are able to see their 
teacher and classmates that 
they miss so dearly. Cross said 
their virtual classes even go 
as low as the pre-k level. P.E. 
teachers have also been send-
ing students exercise material 
so they can stay active while at 
home. Their main concern is 
helping families adapt to this 
change. He mentioned that 
parents have been extremely 
supportive of this transition, 
some have even been writing 
notes of appreciation for all 
the school has done for their 
children. “Teachers, custodians, 
cafeteria staff, and support 
staff are working harder than 
they ever have right now,” said 
Cross.

Allons Elementary 

At Allons Elementary, 
Principal Dale Flatt said they 
are connecting with their 
students through email, text, 
phone calls, Microsoft Teams, 
and packets that are given 
out weekly. He believes the 
students are handling the use 
of this new technology a little 
better than the faculty might 

be; however, the students have 
expressed that they miss being 
at school. Flatt mentioned 
that the students always have 
a smile on their face and enjoy 
talking to their teachers when 
they stop by the school to pick 
up meals or packets. Although 
the students are adjusting well, 
they are still concerned about 
their grades and getting the 
approval of their teacher on 
assignments. Teachers have 
expressed they are somewhat 
worried about how this new 
format might impact learn-
ing next year, but their main 
concern is always about their 
students and getting to be back 
in the classroom with them. 
When it came to fi guring out 
how the students would stay 
active at home, P.E. teachers 
played a huge part. “P.E. is a 
part of the educational experi-
ence of a normal school day; 
we thought there is no reason 
why that experience should be 
any different at home.” Allons 
wants students to not only 
exercise their minds but their 
bodies as well. Principal Flatt 
is very proud of the efforts 
made by everyone at AES. 
He stated, “We all chose this 
profession for a reason, WE 
CARE. That’s why we are all 
working as a team to provide 
the best educational experi-
ence we can provide under the 
circumstances.”

Hilham Elementary

“Our teachers have been 
rock stars as far as picking up 
and continuing education in 
a virtual format,” said Hilham 
Principal Kim Dillon. HES is 
using new programs as well as 
programs that were already in 
place in their online curricu-
lum. Teachers are also relying 
on apps like Remind and Dojo 
to stay in constant contact with 
students and families. Dil-
lon said she has had very few 
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students voice any concerns 
regarding the new forms of ed-
ucation. Parents have jumped 
right in to make sure their chil-
dren are doing everything they 
can to stay on track. She also 
mentioned the main concerns 
at Hilham are that they might 
not be reaching everyone as 
often as needed. “We are doing 
everything that we can to be 
available for our students, and 
just hope that it is enough.” 
Hilham wanted to make sure 
that classroom teachers were 
not the only ones planning 
lessons; they also wanted the 
library, guidance, and P.E. 
teachers to be involved too. 
These teachers are adding daily 
lessons and activities for stu-
dents to participate in. “I think 
the students are loving their 
PE activities that have been as-
signed at home because many 
have posted pictures of this on 
Facebook.” Another fun thing 
HES created for their students 
was a Virtual Spirit Week on 
their Facebook page. Each day 
was different, for example, one 
day was taking a photo with 
your favorite pet or stuffed ani-
mal. “I am super proud of my 
HES faculty and staff for all of 
their hard work to help make 
this all possible. I am also 
thankful to have such awesome 
parents and family members,” 
said Principal Dillon.

Livingston Academy

Principal Richard Melton 
said LA is using many online 
tools such as Google Class-
room that they had already 
been implementing in their 
curriculum as well as Microsoft 
Teams. At the school level, 
they are using the Teams app 
to hold online faculty meetings 
twice per week, and teach-
ers are using the app to hold 
grade-level and subject area 
meetings at least once per 
week. “Our teachers are amaz-

ing, and I’ve seen some very 
creative group projects that 
they’re offering students, such 
as Ms. Kennedy’s ‘We Are the 
World’ Theater Arts project.” 
The main concern at the high 
school is keeping students and 
staff healthy. Melton said they 
are constantly trying to contact 
students that they may not 
have been able to reach as well 
as fi ne-tuning their instruc-
tional methods. After getting 
in contact will all the students, 
he said everyone seems to be 
adjusting very well and have 
received a lot of positive feed-
back. Principal Melton also 
expressed that meal pickups 
are going well, he would, 
however, like to remind parents 
and students to come by to 
pick up meals. “Our cafeteria 
staff is one of the best around, 
and they deserve much praise 
for their hard work.”

Livingston Middle School

Livingston Middle School, 
like many other schools, are 
utilizing Microsoft Teams 
along with messaging apps, 
email, and phone calls to 
connect with students during 
this new transition. Princi-
pal Doug Smith said middle 
school students are strong and 
resilient, but they miss being 
able to see friends, faculty, 
and staff in person. Smith 
said, “The students realize that 
learning in a new way can be a 
challenge, but they are up for 
it. Like all of us, our students 
wonder how all this will play 
out.” He also mentioned that 
LMS students have handled 
the transition very well, which 
he believes is because they 
were already “tech-savvy.” 
One of the biggest concerns 
at LMS was the students who 
did not have internet access; 
it is more challenging to see 
how well they are adjusting. 
Smith said their P.E. teachers 
stepped up to the plate when 
it came to fi guring out the 
best ways to support students’ 
physical health while at home. 
“They are encouraging students 
to track their physical activ-
ity and make healthy food 
choices.” More than anything, 
Principal Smith is proud of the 
LMS faculty and staff for how 
they pulled together to serve 
students. “At LMS, we believe 
that every student matters and 
every moment counts. Even 
though we look forward to get-
ting back to our building, we 

will keep working hard to help 
our students learn and grow 
from home in the meantime,” 
said Smith.

Rickman Elementary

Principal Donnie Holman 
said Rickman is implementing 
a variety of ways for teachers to 
stay connected with students. 
With help from Brent Thrasher, 
they have learned how to use 
Microsoft Teams. Not only are 
teachers using this to help stu-
dents, but it is also being used 
for Rickman’s faculty meet-
ings. Classrooms are also using 
communication apps they were 
already familiar with such as 
ClassDojo or Remind. School-
ogy is being utilized as well; 
this platform offers a place for 
collaboration, communication, 
discussion boards, and assign-
ments to be submitted. As for 
actual instruction, the school is 
using as many computer-based 
programs as possible, which 
allows students to take tests 
to determine what learning 
path is best for them. “This is 
a new way of thinking, a new 
way of learning, and a new way 
of teaching for the teachers. 
With that being said, I am so 
proud of my teachers and all 
the effort they have put forth.” 
Holman said even though the 
students were used to their 
normal routines, they are 
adapting very well; the students 
realize this new normal is only 
temporary. The main concern 
at RES, aside from provid-
ing proper learning material, 
is the students’ mental and 
physical well being. Holman 
stated, “Overall, I could never 
be prouder of the cooperative 
group of people that I work 
with, the hard-working student 
body, and the community as a 
whole.”

Wilson Elementary

Principal Ashley Fisher 
at Wilson Elementary said 
students are adjusting as well 
as to be expected in this, 
“uncharted water.” She believes 
while her students are ready 
to come back to school, they 
are resilient and doing their 
best regarding their academic 
assignments. Wilson is making 
use of Microsoft Teams, Re-
mind 101, Google Classroom, 
and keeping their Facebook 
page up to date to stay in 
contact with students and their 
parents. Fisher said parents 
have been very supportive 
and understanding during this 
time; they are most thank-
ful that the schools are still 
providing for their children. 
The school is mostly concerned 
about meeting the needs of all 
the students, especially those 
without internet access. “My 
teachers are accessible daily 
to help those that need it with 
assignments, but they are also 
checking in with students, par-
ents, and or guardians weekly,” 
said Fisher. She also men-
tioned that all of the encore 
teachers are providing students 
with recourses, but the school’s 
P.E. teacher has been creating 
videos to help keep the kids ac-
tive; those videos are being up-
loaded to YouTube and Google 
Classroom. “The students and 
parents love these videos!”
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A.H. Roberts student Liam Werking gets his homework package from Jamie White, an 
educational assistant at the school. Like all other students in the county, Liam will complete 
these  assignments at home because of school closures due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
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School buses are parked so it must be summertime, right? No, buses are parked because 
students haven’t been to school since before spring break due to COVID-19 pandemic.
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