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STEM, CTE Grants

$60,000 awarded to area schools
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By Teresa Johnson.
Overton County Schools
Federal Program/CTE
Director
Overton County Schools
received approximately
$60,000 in CTE Tennessee
Department of Education
Middle School STEM and
CTE Start-up Grant earlier
this year. All middle school
and high schools throughout the state were eligible
to participate.
Below are overviews of
each schools program.

Allons
Elementary
School
Allons Elementary School
received $10,000 in grant
funds. These funds will be
used to implement a mini
stem camp where students
will participate in handson activities, real-world
problem solving, and career
opportunities related to
STEM and CTE fields
of study, in the hopes of
introducing more females
to the programming and
engineering career fields.
Through the grant Allons
received a 3D printer,
3D printing supplies, 3D
pens and a SurfacePro to
program and operate the
3D printer. All of these
items will be utilized to
help students plan, design,
and print their creations.
In addition to the 3D
printer and pens, Allons
also received Ozobots,
which can be used to
teach students computer
programming and coding.
Students will utilize this
technology along with
the 3D printer to make
tracks for their robots
to maneuver through.
Students will not only get
the full effect of the design

process but will also learn
through trial and error
how the programming and
designing process work.
As a culminating activity,
students and teachers will
work together to design
a product to produce
and sell to the general
public. Students will be
considering the price of
materials and the cost
of labor to determine an
appropriate marketing
price point. The project is
wanting to be self-sufficient
in future years through
the creating and selling
of student created items.
Teachers and students
alike are excited to begin
working on STEM and
CTE related projects.

Livingston
Academy
Livingston Academy was
awarded $10,000.00 from
the Tennessee Department
of Education Early PostSecondary Start-up
Grant in January of 2020.
Livingston Academy will
use the awarded grant
monies to add technology
to the existing dual
enrollment computer hub.
These monies will help
to increase the number
students with access to
opportunities outside the
traditional high school
setting. This lab will be
utilized to support students
in accessing off campus
courses at both Volunteer
State Community College
and TCAT.

Livingston
Middle School
Livingston Middle School
was a proud recipient of
a state sponsored Middle
School STEM grant, which
was written to target
students struggling with
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Members of the Hilham 2019 Techfit Wiring Team
are, from left, Blaine Hofstutler, Kendall Walker, Owen
Johnson, Carlee Alberson, and Jada Smith.
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Members of the Techfit Team take the time to visit
and tour two local businesses, ABC Inoac and Parker
Seals, to learn more about wiring and robotics.

math. The grant provided
food and equipment that
will allow LMS to develop
a nutrition/cooking class,
which will benefit students
four-fold: 1) students
will use basic math skills
such as measurement and
fractional parts, 2) students
will learn about the math
and science connection
with food preparation,
3) students (including
our Comprehensive
Development Class)
will learn important life
skills through cooking,
and 4) students will be
exposed to STEM-related
careers through the use
of advanced techniques in
cuisine such as molecular
gastronomy.
Through these
classes, students will be
exposed to a real-world
cooking environment
and will attain a more
complete mathematical
understanding, which will
lay the foundation for
future math and science
studies. As the students’
confidence grow in these
key academic areas, their
opportunities to pursue
STEM-related careers
will increase as well.
Monies were utilized to
refurbish the cooking lab
and purchase food for the
students to use in their
cooking classes.

Rickman
Elementary
School
The Tennessee
Department of Education
recently awarded Rickman
Elementary $10,000 for the
funding of middle school
CTE and STEM education.
With this money, Rickman
Elementary was able
to purchase 24 Surface
Go’s, Surface pens, and
protective cases.
This grant was designed
to provide resources
to schools that would
introduce career and
technical education (CTE)
to students at an earlier
age. “The sooner we
can introduce valuable
career and technical skills
to students, the better
prepared they are to enter
the workforce when they
graduate,” said Governor
Bill Lee.
Dr. Donnie Holman,
principal of Rickman
Elementary School,
echoed these sentiments.
“We are so excited to
receive $10,000 from the
Tennessee Department
of Education for middle
school CTE and STEM
education. These Surface
Go’s will benefit our
students in so many ways
and increase academic
achievement. These tools
►See “STEM, CTE Grants” Page 10B
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