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Career Technical Education 
Opens new doors for high school students
By Mac McLeod,
OCN Staff

There’s an old saying that we’ve 
all heard: “Everything changes, 
nothing stays the same.”

It’s true, nothing does stay 
the same as we all attest to just 
watching the news on television 
or simply dropping by one of the 
many phone companies.  There 
is something new every time you 
turn around and the same goes 
for school.

Today’s schools are nothing like 
the ones your grandparents, or 
even your parents attended.  It’s 
a changing world and schools, es-
pecially, must change to prepare 
students for the world of today 
and even tomorrow. 

A close in hand example is Liv-
ingston Academy.  Forever, things 
like reading, writing, arithmetic, 
science, and history were the 
things that most students needed 
to succeed in the “real world”.  
Now it’s those things PLUS 
computers, computer science, 
electronics, advance medicine, 
certifi ed drone fl ying, marketing, 
etc., and the list goes on and on.

School had to change as ev-
erything else changed and today, 
students at Livingston Academy 
are exposed to some of the fi nest 
high school programs available in 
the entire state of Tennessee and 
it improves every year. 

Livingston Academy currently 
offers programs in many career 
clusters that offer excellent career 
opportunities including computer 
coding and programing, food 
preparation, welding, wiring, 
plumbing, drone flying, plant 
propagation, marketing, teach-
ing, medical training in numerous 
fi elds, and more.

It’s all been made possible 
through state and federal grants, 
money available to school sys-
tems across the state. This allows 
Livingston Academy to go not 
one, not two, but endless steps 
forward in education and yards 
and yards of advanced exposure 
to new and exciting fi elds. 

Director of Schools Dr. Donnie 
Holman said, “We want to give 
our students all the options that 
we can to help them decide their 
career fi eld.

“We feel like we’re going in 
the right direction, and we have 
very dedicated personnel here 
at LA who are working tirelessly 
to make things available for our 

students. With all the available 
opportunities, our students have 
such bright futures.”

CTE as it is called, stands for 
Career Technical Education, and 
is supervised by Teresa Johnson 
in the Overton County School 
system.

“Our goal is to expose students, 
as early as possible, to a variety 
of career opportunities which 
are available to them so that they 
can begin to make plans for their 
future,” Johnson explains.

Sounds simple enough, but 
there is much more to it. 

“We work with agencies like 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
local businesses and identify the 
needs of the Upper Cumberland 
labor market to fi nd out what 
skills employers are looking for,” 
Johnson said. 

“We want to match employ-
ability skills with workforce de-
mands, and our CTE programs 
provide relevant academic and 
technical coursework leading to 
industry-recognized credentials 
for secondary, postsecondary, and 
adult learners. 

“Furthermore, CTE affords 
students the opportunity to gain 
the knowledge, skills, and creden-
tials needed to secure careers in 
growing, high-demand fi elds. 

“The community stakeholders 
have been extremely helpful in 
this area. The job market today 

is ever changing, and it is our 
goal to stay current on this and 
ultimately prepare all students 
for a bright future.”

Once a program has been es-
tablished and money has been ap-
propriated, the teachers are sup-
plied the equipment and training 
needed to make the new program 
work. The list could come from 
the previous year’s involvement 
and clarify the material needed to 
continue the course in the most 
productive manner. 

To make the situation at Liv-
ingston Academy more appeal-
ing is the closeness of TCAT 
(Tennessee College of Applied 
Technology), which is right across 
the street from the LA campus, 
as well as Vol State College being 
just minutes away and Tennessee 
Tech University only 15-20 miles 
down the road.  All three colleges 
partner with LA to offer numer-
ous opportunities to LA students 
from dual enrollment classes to 
campus visits to assistance with 
college and fi nancial aid applica-
tions.

Students working in fields 
that require or can be enriched 
by dual enrollment can study at 
TCAT or Vol State. LA juniors 
and seniors can ride a bus to 
and from TCAT every block as 
needed.  Many Vol State classes 
are offered online as well as at 
the Livingston Vol State campus.

LA Gear UP Coordinator 
Vanessa Farris said, “We are 
surrounded by excellent higher 
learning facilities, and this is re-
ally vital to making a lot of this 
possible. 

“In addition, we have excellent 
relationships with many local 
businesses to allow our students 
to explore careers through our 
Work Based Learning (WBL) 
Programs.  

“For example, students in our 
healthcare programs of study can 
spend their WBL time at Livings-
ton Regional Hospital or right 
across the street at Ron Huitt’s 
physical therapy facility, or one 
of our other local healthcare 
provider’s offi ces.

“We also have instructors who 
have actually worked in most 
of these fi elds so students can 
get fi rst-hand information from 
instructors who ‘have done it’ 
and that goes a long way,” Farris  
added.

When a need arrives for a fu-
ture program of study, it is thor-
oughly studied to determine if 
there is a suitable, available grant 

that would allow for funding. 
Once approved, a grant writing 
team begins the preparation in 
searching for a grant, then writ-
ing a request and submitting it to 
the proper agency to provide the 
funding which is needed to pro-
vide these future opportunities.

Lora Jones, a member of the 
grant writing team, said, “There’s 
grant money available, we just 
have to fi nd it and request it in a 
manner that it will be accepted. 

“Grants have been awarded to 
Overton County Schools in ex-
cess of 2.5 million dollars over the 
course of the last 3 years. Without 
it, these programs could not exist, 
but with it, we have opened doors 
for our students to see just what’s 
out there for them and to invest 
in their future.”

Site-based 
Entrepreneurship

One of the programs is a site-
based entrepreneurship program 
headed by Mandy Looper, Carla 
Crabtree, and Ashley Copeland.  
The program is a coffee shop de-
signed for students who want to 
go into the food service industry.  

Each day a coffee menu is 
established and presented on-
line.  Students will look it over, if 
desired, order an item then, at a 
pre-determined  time, pick it up 
in the lunch room, pay for it, and 
get a receipt.  Most of the orders 
revolve around specialized coffee 
or smoothies.

“The students do all the work 
in preparing the menu, fi xing the 
items to be sold, and take care of 
the money transactions,” Looper 
explained, “and it’s all based on a 
profi t or loss statement.  We do 
use the fi nest materials like you 
would fi nd at Starbucks, so we 
make this as real as possible. We 
do expect to make a profi t as a 
learning tool.”

Teaching As A
Profession

Linda Halsell teaches the TAPS 
(Teaching as A Profession) pro-
gram.  “We have a shortage of 
teachers nationwide,” Halsell 
said, “and in this program, we are 
working with students to promote 
teaching as a profession. In years 
past, few students wanted to go 
into teaching. Students now see 
the need to contribute to the fi eld 
of education and are working on 
degrees in the many different 

shared photo
Karaline Kruger, a Teaching As A Profession III student at Liv-

ingston Academy, is working with students as she completes 
her work-based learning portion of TAPS.

shared photo
OCN’s own Mac McLeod receives instruction from Aerospace Instructor Jason Copeland as 

he attempts his fi rst fl ight in the fl ight simulator at Livingston Academy.
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