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Helping Manage 
Your Finances is 
What We Do!

ï  Checking, Savings & Money Markets
ï  Auto, Personal & Lifestyle Loans
ï  Real Estate Loans
ï  Investments
ï  Insurance Products
ï  Student Services

From your !rst day of class to your !rst 

day of retirement, OU Fed is here to help 

with an array of products and services 

as well as ongoing !nancial education. 

When you become a member of OU Fed, 

you can expect better rates, lower fees and 

personalized attention.

* Membership eligibility required. Other terms and guidelines apply. Visit our website 
at oufcu.com or call us at 405 ­ 325­ 2211 for more details and full disclosures.

Apply online at oufcu.com
Call us at 405.325.2211
Visit an OUFed branch
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The city of Norman has experienced exponential growth since its founding as a railroad town in the late 1800s. 

FROM THE EDITOR

Dear readers, 
Welcome to one of my favorite times 

of the year: Best of Norman. 
Best of Norman has become an 

opportunity to recognize the people, 
places and traditions that make this 
community what it is. Each  new 
edition raises the question of how we 
can make the publication better and 
more reflective of the city many call 
home while creating stories that remain 
relevant long after they hit the rack.

That thought process led us to 
step back and ask ourselves a bigger 
question: What makes Norman so 
special? It’s more than restaurant 
staples and OU football. It’s the history 
that shaped the city, the arts and 
culture that continue to define it, the 
communities bringing people together 
and the people imagining what it could 
become. This year, we’re honoring 
where we’ve been, where we are and 
where we’re going.

Last year’s edition taught us there is 
always more to discover when we look 
beyond what we already know. This 
year, we carried that lesson forward and 
challenged ourselves to look at Norman 
from different angles to tell a more 
complete story about its community. 

When developing the poll, we 
discussed what categories were 
important to the community, and every 

year the list grows longer. This year was 
no exception as we went from 30 to 80 
categories, all of which were voted on by 
the Norman community this summer. 
We wanted to make room for more parts 
of Norman, including the stories and 
places that don’t always get publicity.

You’ll find stories exploring Norman’s 
past, present and future alongside 
results of the poll. Throughout the 
publication, you’ll find sidebars 
highlighting East Norman and west 
Norman.

As the first person to edit two Best 
of Norman publications, I’ve had the 
honor to see how much thought and 
effort goes into creating something that 
feels simultaneously familiar and new. 
No single publication can tell every 
story of Norman, but each year offers 
another chance to tell more of them. I’ve 
learned that celebrating a community 
means more than recognizing the 
things people already know. It means 
listening to the people who live there, 
seeing what stories matter to them and 
what stories have gone untold.

One of the things I’ve come to 
appreciate most about this publication 
is how many people can find 
themselves in it. For some, Norman is 
filled with decades of memories and 
traditions. For others, it’s a place they’ve 
only recently had the chance to discover 

that’s full of new restaurants to try, local 
artists to support and neighborhoods 
to explore. Both perspectives, and 
everything in between, are a part of 
what makes the community what it is 
today and what it will be tomorrow.

To everyone who voted, shared 
recommendations, contributed 
to stories and helped bring this 
publication to life, thank you. I’m 
especially grateful to the staff who made 
this edition possible. Best of Norman 
may be produced by the OU Daily, 
but it belongs to the community who 
bring it to life. Thank you for continuing 
to support our mission to share your 
stories. We couldn’t do it without you.

Here’s to many more editions, 
Madisson Cameron



Norman has grown beyond its railroad town beginnings, 
but traces of the early days remain in its historic homes, 
familiar streets and the memories of those who’ve watched it 
change.

The city was named after Abner E. Norman, a surveyor who 
worked in the area in 1870 whose crew reportedly burned 
“Norman’s Camp” into a tree. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railway selected Norman as a stop, and the first passenger 
train arrived in June 1887.

Two years later, the Land Run of 1889 opened the 
surrounding area to non-Indigenous settlement. Norman 
grew as settlers claimed land and established homes and 
businesses. OU was established in 1890, bringing students, 
employees and visitors to Norman, further shaping the city’s 
identity for generations.

But that familiar account of Norman’s early development is 
not the whole story. 

The transformation of Norman into a settler town also 
changed life for the Indigenous people whose histories are 
tied to the land. Understanding the city’s early years means 
considering both the new community that developed and the 
people whose lives were affected by that development.

Moore-Lindsay House: a Norman history museum
Built in 1899, the Moore-Lindsay Historical House Museum 

— which now serves as a Norman history museum — is a 
Victorian home that belonged to members of the Moore and 
Lindsay families. Their experiences reflected a more affluent 
side of the community, including dinner parties, women’s 
social clubs and involvement in charity and politics.

For Savannah Miller, director of the Moore-Lindsay 
Historical House Museum, the city’s early history becomes 
more tangible inside a home than on a timeline. To Miller, the 
Victorian home is one surviving piece of a much larger picture 
— the Old Silk Stocking neighborhood.

“It was the district where, if you lived here, you could afford 
to have your stockings made out of silk rather than cotton. 
So it was kind of the well-to-do neighborhood,” Miller said. 
“That was pretty significant for how it started out. It obviously 
continued to grow from that. It does seem to me that this 
neighborhood has always kind of been really close.”

Over time, the house underwent renovations including 
electricity and indoor plumbing, shadowing the technological 
evolutions much of Norman was going through. The house 
itself holds century-old stories that are just as endearing as 
they are relatable today.

“Mrs. Lindsay really loved to cook, and her grandkids and 
great-grandkids would come visit her, and she would cook 
these huge breakfasts,” Miller said. “To keep the kids from 
being super hungry while she was cooking the big meal, she 
would sneak them little ginger snaps, which was just such a 

grandma thing to do. It’s just very relatable.”
However, there are more stories of Norman outside of the 

historic house.
Personal histories

Norman’s history is not only found in preserved houses or 
official records. It also lives in the everyday stories of longtime 
Normanites.

82-year-old Ardella Loughmiller was born in Norman 
and has lived here her entire life. She and her late husband, 
James ‘Jim’ Loughmiller, owned Ardella’s Flowers and Garden 
Center on Porter Avenue for 33 years.

Throughout her childhood, she remembers days spent 
at City Park, now Andrews Park. She remembers Saturday 
mornings downtown with her mother, the days of there being 
only one high school and traveling around a community 
whose edges felt much closer than they do today.

Her family lived near Kansas Street and Berry Road, where 
she remembers a dirt road that, for some time, was outside of 
city limits.

“Our house faced Berry Road, but the front door faced 
Kansas Street. So if you called a cab, if you told them your 
address was 951 Kansas, you could ride the cab for 10 cents. 
But if you told them 951 Berry Road or corner Berry Road and 
Kansas, they charged you a quarter,” Loughmiller said. 

Other memories point to the ways residents entertained 
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Memories, places that shape 
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“It’s so important to preserve Norman’s 
history because there is so much that 
we can learn about humanity as a whole. 
From seeing the similarities between 
people from the past and people now, 
and how similar they really are, I think 
really can teach us a lot about ourselves 
and kind of just who we are.”
SAVANNAH MILLER
DIRECTOR OF THE MOORE-LINDSAY HOUSE

ZSOPHIA TOWSON/OU DAILY
The Moore-Lindsay Historical House Museum is a Victorian home located in the Old Silk Stocking neighborhood. 
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Get away from the loud, heavy traffic that Interstate 35 
brings through the city and explore west Norman, where 
the concrete jungle turns to grassy plains, the city becomes 
quieter and the green fields showcase a more relaxed side 
of town. 

Sunset Ranch: Open fields make west Norman a hot spot 
for equestrian activities. Sunset Ranch provides a relaxing 
getaway to the Norman countryside, with 160 acres to 
explore from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at 1500 60th Ave. NW. Stay 
in the Airbnb or sign up for their guided trail rides, ranch 
tours and other family activities that are available to book 
online.

Majic Stable: Majic Stable, a full service board and 
training facility for horses and riding lessons, is open 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon Friday 
and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday at 7070 W Rock Creek Road. 

Kevin Gottshall II Memorial Park: There are multiple 
parks in west Norman, but Kevin Gottshall II Memorial Park 
is a smaller space that has basketball courts, picnic tables, a 
playground and soccer goals. The park is and open 6:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. daily at l5399 Cypress Lake Drive, next to Cypress 
Lake.

Wizard’s Asylum Comics and Games: Near Sooner 
Mall, Wizard’s Asylum Comics and Games sells comic 
books, trading cards and other games. It hosts a Pokemon 
league, Magic: The Gathering, Star Wars: Unlimited and 
Warhammer game nights throughout the week. The store’s 
hours are 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Monday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to midnight Friday, 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and1 to 5 p.m. Sunday at 3717 W. 
Main St. 

Soonercade: Spend the day at Soonercade, where it offers 
a rotation of games with modern arcade machines that are 
tokenless. The arcade offers unlimited play for $10, as well as 
prize machines and concessions. Concessions include chili 
cheese hotdogs, loaded nachos and corn dogs. The arcade is 
open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon 
to 6 p.m. Sunday in Sooner Mall. 

WEST NORMAN
BY AJ COVEY   •    ALEJANDRO.M.COVEY-1@OU.EDU

themselves. Loughmiller recalled free tickets for Wednesday 
matinees at Sooner Theatre, several movie theaters, drive-ins, 
and high school football games played on OU’s field. 

What she remembers most about the Norman of her 
childhood is how easily people connected with one another.

“You walked down Main Street and you knew everybody 
you met, or they knew you, …” Loughmiller said. “It was 
nothing to see people out walking, and you probably knew 
them from school or church or somehow or other. There was 
a connection there that just everybody spoke to you, or you 
spoke to them, whether you know them or not.”

Louise Lazalier and her late husband Jim Lazalier arrived in 
Norman in 1966 when her husband started graduate school. 
Their three children were young, and the family settled near 
OU’s intramural fields. Lazalier worked at OU’s continuing 
education program for 25 years, and their daughter, Kristen, 
now works at OU as a senior director for the OU Foundation.

Similar to Loughmiller, she remembers Norman as a small 
city with local shops downtown, movie theaters and drive-ins. 
At the time, she thought the city’s western edge was around 
Berry Road. Today, she sees how far development has reached 
along 24th Street and appreciates the businesses that have 
grown there.

“We really like Norman, and I think it was because it was 
small to begin with, and we kind of grew up with it, … ” Lazalier 
said. “I just think Norman’s a great place to raise children and 
to live.”

For those who have called Norman home for decades, 
the city’s history is more than a timeline. It lives in the streets 
they remember, the places that have disappeared and the 
community that grew around them.

Military facilities
World War II brought another major change to Norman, as 

military training facilities drew thousands of service members 
to the city.

“Part of Norman’s history that I think maybe a lot of people 
don’t know as well is that during and after World War II, 
Norman had a naval base here that brought a lot of people in,” 
Miller said.

In 1942, the U.S. Navy established major training facilities 
in Norman. This included a naval flight training center at the 
city’s north base, located at Max Westheimer Airport, and a 
technical training center known as south base located south 
of OU’s campus. Thousands of service members trained at the 
facilities. 

Following the end of World War II, the base was 
decommissioned and all of the land, facilities and operations 
responsibility was transferred to OU. While the base was 
operating, sailors filled the city.

“On Saturday nights, they would line up on Main Street 
from about the railroad down to Porter Street, and there was 
an interurban trolley system, and a lot of them would get on 
that,” Loughmiller said. “It would go to the city and then come 
back, and there was a little diner called Denco Cafe. The drunk 
sailors would go in there to eat a ‘Denco darling,’ … they would 
sober up and then go to their post and do their job.”

The university, military facilities and expanding access 
to Oklahoma City all contributed to Norman’s growth 
throughout the 20th century. Norman’s population rose from 
27,006 in 1950 to 52,117 in 1970 and is now estimated to be 
130,943 as of the July 2025 census.

Untold narratives
Growth and preservation raise another question: whose 

stories are told when a community looks back at its past?
Miller said many historical narratives have often left out 

voices.
“A lot of people do not know about the history of Norman 

as a sundown town, which is really significant, but not 
necessarily talked about as much as it needs to be,” Miller 
said. “There were a lot of people of color in Cleveland County. 
I think it would be great to learn more about the women’s 
stories in Cleveland County. … Especially in frontier towns like 
this, they have really significant and interesting experiences 
that we could be hearing about.”

Norman’s past includes residents who built lives and 
businesses here, but also people who faced barriers to being 
accepted, represented or able to remain. A fuller history 
requires looking beyond the most visible landmarks and the 
memories most often repeated.

Preservation can help open those conversations. Miller said 
historic buildings give people a way to connect with earlier 
generations, but she also sees them as a starting point for 
asking questions about the people who lived in and around 
them.

“It’s so important to preserve Norman’s history because 
there is so much that we can learn about humanity as a whole,” 
Miller said. “From seeing the similarities between people 
from the past and people now, and how similar they really are, 
I think really can teach us a lot about ourselves and kind of just 
who we are.”

For Loughmiller, the most meaningful changes are often 
the ones that have affected everyday connections. She 
appreciates what Norman offers now, including its schools, 
restaurants, shopping and hospitals. Still, she misses the 
neighborly routines she remembers from earlier years.

“People don’t have time now. I lived in a neighborhood 
where everybody left in the morning, they came back at five 
o’clock at night, walked their dogs, go in the house and you 
didn’t see them till the next day,” Loughmiller said. “I miss 
being friendly with neighbors, and you know you’d meet in 
somebody’s front yard or backyard, and you’d sit outside and 
visit till time to go to bed and make homemade ice cream and 
have cooked hamburgers out and everything. (For) the last 
several years, people don’t do that. They don’t have as much 
time, … people just don’t have time to be neighbors anymore.”

Lazalier also remembers the value of a familiar place. 
She misses the house and backyard where she once lived, 
especially her flower garden, and wishes there were more 
walking trails.

Norman is anything but frozen in time. Residents hold 
affection for what has changed and what has disappeared, 
while acknowledging the conveniences and opportunities 
the city offers today.

Norman’s history remains visible in its railroad, historic 
houses and older streets, but it also lives in memories of 
downtown errands, school traditions, family homes and 
neighbors who knew one another by name.

As the city continues to grow, those memories offer a way to 
understand not only how Norman has changed, but what has 
made it home for generations. Preserving that history means 
looking beyond landmarks and familiar stories to recognize 
the many experiences that have shaped the community.

“This is home, and I just don’t think there’s any other place 
for me,” Loughmiller said.

FILE/OU DAILY
Kevin Gottshall II Memorial Park offers space for family fun.
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/+"#'<807'%#=-",#B%#"./%0#%10D'57'-B%8+./0B%I-'5./%
toast and seasonal fl avors. Favorite drinks include the 
10D'57'-%10$$'%057%I-'5./%$+0#$%10$$'B%,'-9'.$%$+%,06-%
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-0D'%0&+"$%$/'%'44#%05=%#$=1'B%0,,1':++7%#8+C'7%
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!"#$!!%&'"$()*+,&*)-.#$!!%&("/'#*+&#"00**&)"&1"'2$34&53&
$++.)."3&)"&(*'6.37&+*!.#."/(&8'*9(,&)-*&#"00**&(-":&
-"/(*(&$&3*.7-8"'-""+&:$3)'%&.3&)-*&8$#;,&$3+&)-*&
owners run local dog shelter Annie’s Rescue 
Foundation. Stop by and try Rob’s Way: espresso with 
!$6*3+*',&-"3*%&$3+&"$)&2.!;4

!"!#$%&'#()!*"
!"#$%"&'()*++,,!"!#$%&!'()!*+,-.&1$2*+&$0)*'&)-*&
<=>?&@A$%()$#;&B'$%*'&C**).37,D&)-*&#$0*&.(&$3&*EF
)*3(."3&"0&)-*&G$:).()&H"!!*7.$)*&C.3.()'%,&$!("&;3"93&
$(&)-*&GHC4&I-*)-*'&%"/J'*&.3&)-*&2""+&0"'&$&#"00**,&
*3*'7%&+'.3;&"'&)*$,&A$%()$#;&-$(&("2*)-.37&0"'&%"/4
-**%,.()"+,/(+*01,02#(3"42#(5046.7!"!#/#0!1(233,4!
5(+6-. At Rooted Cafe, customers get more than just 
a cup of coffee — they get connection. Rooted Cafe’s 
.3)*'."'&+*(.73&.(&#'$0)*+&)"&0**!&!.;*&$&(*#"3+&-"2*4&
K.(.)&)"&*E:*'.*3#*&-$3+F#'$0)*+&+'.3;(&2$+*&9.)-&"6*'&
70 available fl avors and sauces, including sugar-free 
":)."3(4&
89,(:4;(<6,0=#(>(?@%04%4*6(A*@6=,!"!$#%%!7-!
89463,:!;<-.&L'"2&:'")*.3&(-$;*(&)"&*3*'7%&+'.3;(,&M-*&
Fix has your fi x when it comes to healthy pick-me-ups. 
Everything is customizable — from the fl avors to the 
additives, like fi ber and pre-workout — making fi nding 
%"/'&3*9&7"F)"&$3&*$(%,&+*!.#."/(&N"/'3*%4&
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89,(8*B,0(<6,0=#("6.(?@%04%4*6!"!0=>!
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+*3)(&$3+&1"'2$3.)*(&$!.;*,&M-*&M"9*'&
"00*'(&!"9F(/7$'&*3*'7%&+'.3;(&9.)-&$3).F

"E.+$3)(&$3+&2*)$8"!.(2&8""()*'(,&$!"37&
9.)-&#/()"2.R$8!*&:'")*.3&(-$;*(&$3+&#"00**(4&
H/()"2*'(&$::'*#.$)*&)-*&:!*)-"'$&"0&":)."3(&$3+&
#!"(*&!"#$)."3&'.7-)&"3&H$2:/(&H"'3*'4&
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C,6D,6@%4E$(-4$%*0"6%,("!#%0!7-!B294!;<-.!
L"/3+*+&.3&S>>T,&G*36*3/).J(&8!*3+(&
traditional Italian dishes with fl avorful 
)9.()(4&I.)-&"6*'&<T>&8"/).O/*&9.3*&(*F

!*#)."3(&"00*'*+&8%&)-*&8"))!*,&-$!0F8"))!*&
and tasting fl ights, it’s easy to celebrate your loved 
"3*(&"3&$&(:*#.$!&3.7-)&"/)4&M'%&)-*&(3"9&#'$8&#!$9(,&
($/)**+&.3&7$'!.#F!*2"3&9-.)*&9.3*&8/))*'&($/#*4
5"F,046*E$(!*1,$%#2,(G%"24"6!"!>%%!'6!CDE(,!
F2GHI2:.&U$8*'.3"J(&A"2*()%!*&5)$!.$3&/(*(&0$2.!%&
'*#.:*(&)"&2$;*&+*!.#."/(&2*$!(&0'"2&(#'$)#-4&V.3#*&
)-*&'*()$/'$3)&":*3*+&.3&S><>,&.)&-$(&)$;*3&:'.+*&
.3&$##"22"+$).37&$&9.+*&'$37*&"0&+.*)(,&.3#!/+.37&
6*7$3,&6*7*)$'.$3,&!"9F#$'8&$3+&7!/)*3&0'**4&M-.(&.(&
refl ected in its customizable menu options such as 
R/##-.3.&3""+!*(&$3+&7!/)*3F0'**&:*33*4
H%9,22*E$(G%"24"6(-,$%"@0"6%("!>&>!5?@A2424!*+,-.!
L$2.!%F"93*+&0"'&"6*'&WT&%*$'(,&P)-*!!"J(&(*'6*(&
#!$((.#&5)$!.$3&+.(-*(&9.)-&:'.#*(&$6*'$7.37&$)&XS>F
ST4&H"2*&"3&$&L'.+$%&3.7-)&$3+&*3N"%&!.6*&:.$3"&$3+&
(.37.37&9.)-&N$RR&:*'0"'2$3#*(4&P)-*!!"J(&.(&-"2*&)"&
)-*&!"#$!&0$6"'.)*&$3+&$9$'+F9.33.37&#"#"3/)&#'*$2&
:.*4&M'%&.)(&#'"9+F:!*$(.37&8$;*+&R.).,&!$($73$,&#-.#;*3&
:$'2*($3&"'&(-'.2:&(#$2:.4
I,0=4*E$(G%"24"6(C4$%0*!"!#%>!'-!JG2:!;<-.&I-*)-*'&
%"/&9$3)&)"&7'$8&$&#"#;)$.!&"'&(.)&+"93&0"'&$3&*!*7$3)&

dinner, Sergio’s is the place to be. Renowned as 
@1"'2$3J(&"93&!.))!*&5)$!%D,&)-*&8.()'"&$##"/3)(&0"'&+.0F
0*'*3)&)%:*(&"0&+.*)(,&.3#!/+.37&6*7*)$'.$3&$3+&6*7$3&
":)."3(4&M'%&.)(&(:.3$#-&$3+&7"$)&#-**(*&'$6."!.&0"'&$&
fl avorful take on an Italian classic. 
J4&%*04"E$(89,(K"$%"(I9*L!"!$#0!'-!B294!;<-.&L"'&
W>&%*$'(,&K.#)"'.$J(&M-*&B$()$&V-":&-$(&8**3&(*'6.37&
2"/)-F9$)*'.37&+.(-*(&2$+*&0'"2&(.2:!*,&0'*(-&
.37'*+.*3)(4&I$!;&.3)"&.)(&9*!#"2.37&'*()$/'$3)&$3+&
"'+*'&)-*&#-**(*&8'*$+&$::*).R*'&9-.!*&%"/&9$.)&0"'&
-"2*2$+*&:$()$4&K.#)"'.$J(&.(&;3"93&0"'&.)(&(.73$)/'*&
Lasagna Rolls: fresh lasagna noodles wrapped around 
delicious fi llings.

2!3*.0"
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Nachos dish or fl avorful beverages, like Mexican beer, 
0'*(-&N/.#*&2$'7$'.)$(&$3+&:'*2./2&)*O/.!$(4&53&$++.F
)."3&)"&7'*$),&)'$+.)."3$!&C*E.#$3&0""+,&B*:*&Y*!7$+"(&
"00*'(&6*7$3&$3+&6*7*)$'.$3F0'.*3+!%&2*3/&.)*2(4&
-*$"(M,7&"2!"!$#>!'-!B294!;<-. Rosa Mezcal has at-
)'$#)*+&C*E.#$3&0""+F!"6*'(&0'"2&$!!&"6*'&)"934&H'"9+&
0$6"'.)*(&$'*&)-*&Z/*($8.''.$&)$#"(,&M$#"&V-")(,&[!&\*0*&
(-'.2:&)$#"(,&7/$#$2"!*&$3+&0'.*+&:!$3)$.3(4&M'%&)-*&
1"#-*&*3&M/!/2&#"#;)$.!&]&2*R#$!,&!.2*&N/.#*,&!.2"3F
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S>><,&M$'$-/2$'$J(&"00*'(&0'*(-&#-.:(&
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M$'$-/2$'$J(&$)2"(:-*'*&2**)(&)-*&6.8*&"0&$3%&
"##$(."34
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In 1991, Ted Curtis opened his fi rst location in 
P;!$-"2$&H.)%,&O/.#;!%&7'"9.37&"6*'&)-*&3*E)&0*9&
%*$'(&$3+&'*.36*3).37&9$%(&)"&8'.37&.)(&2$+*F0'"2F
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(:-*'*&(/.)*+&0"'&)-*&9-"!*&0$2.!%4&
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:$')%,&K"!#$3"J(&-$(&.)(&#/()"2*'(&#"6*'*+4&M-*&'*()$/F
'$3)&(*'6*(&#!$((.#&()'**)&)$#"(,&-*$')%&8/''.)"(&$3+&.)(&
"93&-$3+F#'$0)*+&(:*#.$!)%&.)*2(&)"&8'.37&)-*&:*'0*#)&
mix of fl avor and heat in every bite. Order its chimi-
#-$37$(&$3+&$3%)-.37&0'"2&.)(&8$'&)-$)&.(&0/!!%&()"#;*+&
9.)-&2$'7$'.)$(4&
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'$6*&$8"/)&.)(&$))*3).6*&()$00&$3+&+*$!(,&9.)-&$!!&)-*&
classic Asian food Normanites could want, made with 
0'*(-&.37'*+.*3)(&+$.!%4&

SEE MORE >>

WITH A 
SIDE OF STORIES
From ‘the Vulcan’ to the ‘John Hancock,’ here are 
the stories behind 5 of Midway Deli’s sandwiches

 Midway Deli has always been a bustling 
hub for the community ] a place where 
friends of owner Bob Thompson would 
drop by and neighborhood children would 
mark their heights on the doorframe. 
 “Even when we get it wrong, we want 
a positive outcome,” said Thompson. “I 
think that maintains both our intimacy and 
connection to our customers.”
 Once a grocery store, Midway Deli 
celebrates its 100th anniversary in its 
current location. Thompson bought the 
business in 1985 and said the community 
has contributed to many of Midway’s most 
popular sandwiches. Here are some of the 
stories behind them:
• The Vulcan: Employee Bianca Hoover 

created a daily special that she wanted 
to name “The Vulcan” to match her 
gothic style. Although Thompson was 
hesitant about the name, it eventually 
stuck and became Midway’s most 
popular sandwich. It features Santa Fe 
turkey, pepperoni, cheddar, avocado 
and tomato with sweet chili mayo on 
sourdough. 

• The Arnie: Thompson’s best friend 
and golf buddy Kent VonBargen went 
by “Arnie” (short for golf icon Arnold 
Palmer) on his scorecard. VonBargen 
agreed to build the blackboards for 

Midway’s menu if he got a sandwich 
named after him. As a jest, Thompson 
named the sandwich “The Arnie.” It has 
ham, pepperoni, salami, provolone, 
banana peppers, tomato, onion, Italian 
dressing and mayo on ciabatta. 

• Bette’s Tuna Melt: This sandwich was 
Bette Maffucci’s classic order. Maffucci 
was Thompson’s role model in local 
politics and advised Thompson with 
his new deli. The tuna salad and swiss 
on toasted wheat is Thompson’s tribute 
to a beloved friend. 

• The John Hancock: This egg salad with 
bacon or ham on wheat sandwich 
was named after John Hancock – the 
actual name of Thompson’s friend. 
Hancock would always order half the 
sandwich to-go and half to dine-in, but 
always end up staying and eating both 
halves while chatting with Thompson. 
Thompson called it “a comedy routine.”

• The Michael: A creation of regular 
customer Michael Webb, “The 
Michael” is Midway’s signature 
croissant sandwich. Thompson 
thought this was the perfect item to get 
his croissants more attention. It is made 
with peppered turkey, swiss, tomato 
and banana peppers with mayo served 
on a fresh croissant.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Midway Deli' s 
best-selling sandwich, the Vulcan.
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Youí ll still go to class and watch gaming tutorials with friends. But for two days 
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Tamashii Ramen House’s Norman loca-
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or meal. Affordable pricing makes the restaurant a 
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for its sweet and spicy fl avors, Thai Thai Asian Bistro 
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such as the Thai Thai Fresh Roll or crab rangoon — or its 
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Tamashii Ramen House offers unique Japanese cuisine on Main Street. 
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and watch the chefs cook pizza in the wood-fired oven 
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raise a taco, it takes a villa. At least, that’s the belief of 
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has flavor packed into its classic, made-
to-order sandwiches. A Norman favorite 
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melt your taste buds. Don’t forget to leave your mark; 
?&!>#!#F$!&;.%#!+=#).?+#5'*&#+!/%#'+#"$%#G!22#!("%&#
5'*7&%#='+%#%!".+?,
C2*D51E)3%&"!"#$."&'("&)*+,"S.382%/!+7)#;&.'&.".:%)#
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delivered directly to your door. Along with the classics, 
I Sushi prides itself on its adventurous flavor options, 
such as its Oklahoma Roll, with Tempura shrimp, 
baked crawfish & crabstick, masago, spicy mayo, eel 
sauce, tempura flakes, green onions and sesame 
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At Sisters Mediterranean Taste, you’re family from the 
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it be the adventurous flavors — like the 
Pot Roast Mac & Cheese, the Lobster Rolls 
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Pepe Delgados Mexican Restaurant to try 
its signature Super Nachos dish or flavor4
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"$!"#$!)#)%&A.3%=#3*)"'/%&)#).+3%#"$%#

0Vc1),#I$%#%+A.&'+/%+"#/!8%)#."#!+#!""&!34
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out on the Big Lou — a burger with American cheese, 
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."%)#.+32*=%#"$%#TTd#T!3'+#I$%"!6#F;.35#F&.&!3$!#T2%*6#
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MADISSON CAMERON/OU DAILY
Tamashii Ramen House offers unique Japanese cuisine on Main Street. 

SEE MORE >>
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• Take medications exactly as directed 
by your doctor or pharmacist.

• Ask your pharmacist if you have 
questions about a medication.

Buying prescription pills through social 
media, dealers or unverified online sources 
can expose you to counterfeit medications 
and potentially deadly substances.

Know What to Do in an Emergency
Recognizing an opioid overdose can 

save a life. Warning signs include slow or 
difficult breathing, extreme drowsiness, 
unresponsiveness, or an inability to wake 
someone.

If you suspect an overdose, call 911 
immediately and administer naloxone 
(Narcan®) if available. Naloxone can reverse 
an opioid overdose, including one involving 
fentanyl. Stay with the person and follow 
emergency responders’ instructions.

Think Twice
You don’t have to know everything about 

every drug. Just remember: if a pill wasn’t 
prescribed to you and dispensed by a 
licensed pharmacy, don’t take the chance.

Have fun, cheer loud, make memories, and 
look out for your fellow Sooners.
 Boomer Sooner!

Hey, Sooners!
Homecoming is one of those times 

of the year when campus comes alive. 
There are football games, tailgates, 
parties, concerts, and plenty of 
opportunities to spend time with 
friends.

For many college students, it is also 
a time of increased independence. You 
are making more of your own decisions 
about your health, your schedule, and 
your safety.

That independence also comes 
with responsibility, especially when it 

!"#$%&'(%&)&*)+(&,-''&
%)+(&."/&"/%&"*&%0(&1)2(3

FUNDED BY SAMHSA SPF-RX GRANT

!"#$%"#&'()*$$+)&,)-$.$/)0'1)-$.$)2.$)2)3$*)4.$,%.&45&"')#$1&%25&"')5&4,)
5")-$64)7"8),527)-$265-7)2'1),23$/)

Text

!29$):8$,5&"',)3".)#$;)
<)*2'5)5")-$2.)3."#)7"8/
=")6$%58.$,/)=")>81(#$'5/)
?8,5).$26)2',*$.,/)

) )))))@A."3/A&66

comes to prescription medication.

Fake Pills Can Look Real
Counterfeit prescription pills are made to 

look like legitimate medications, including 
oxycodone, Xanax® and Adderall®. The 
problem? They may contain entirely different 
substances, including illegally manufactured 
fentanyl, a powerful synthetic opioid that can 
cause a fatal overdose.

According to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), counterfeit pills can 
closely resemble legitimate prescription 
medications. You cannot reliably identify 
a fake pill by its color, shape, markings or 
appearance alone.

A pill that looks familiar isn’t necessarily 
safe.

Know Where Your Medication 
Comes From

Someone may offer you a pill and insist it’s 
legitimate. Even if they believe it’s real, there 
is no guarantee they know what’s inside.

Protect yourself by following a few simple 
rules:

• Only take medications prescribed to 
you by a healthcare professional.

• Obtain prescription medications from 
a licensed pharmacy.

• Never share prescriptions or take 
medication offered by friends.
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I)*$J2%(18-8<$'%("!/7./!0+!H34='*A!56+,(?.*>%(.(
whole day out for thrifting at Antique Paradise. Shop 
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tion of quality merchandise — specifically OU apparel. 
On a lucky day, you might find an old football game 
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0"57(8+("33%*'(#%/+10,5'%6(41"+C$/#:('C"%'(./6(.44%''",
*$%'(3"*(5)(+"(USb("33(*%+.$1()*$4$/#7

'"35/;3)
6/2'+!"!>--!<EFG2424!&)*+, A must-visit spot for af,
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!"#$%&'()%'*+
!"#$%&'(%$()%'*"+(!"#$%"&'("&)*+,"At Balfour, you 
can find graduation keepsakes to cherish and OU 
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tion of quality merchandise — specifically OU apparel. 
On a lucky day, you might find an old football game 
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apparel across all styles and sports at the official 
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:&.0(8;-+(6"00%%.("+<(=-2'>-+1."!"7.78":+">?@@A"
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("0&),+D5#-+&'(+05A/0)"#+$2*05!"#+*"#B)$"9+N#5!+*$2,A0/
)'3+@"&#(*+05+#&O5#/*%&#A+$20*+)'+$,&**)$+&'(+$5'0"!/
A5#&#6+*06,"*1+0%)*+@&#@"#*%5A+&)!*+05+0#&'*45#!+652#+
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mosphere, it replaces daily stress with a flaw/
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gold detailing. At Noir, beauty is made to feel “person/
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The OU Food Pantry is a free resource for faculty, staff and students.

More Than the Mane:
Historic Barbershop Continues 
Legacy of Community, Innovation
 Since opening its doors, The Mane Man 
has welcomed more than half a million 
walk-in guests.
 “It’s just one of the most historic 
barbershops in Norman,” said Amber Rivers, 
current manager for The Mane Man. “I’ve 
worked here for about 20 years, so I’ve gotten 
to watch it grow into what it is today.”
 In 1979, founder Jerry Evans began a 
legacy that has now spanned more than 
four decades. From the beginning, Evans 
understood how his shop could connect 
with the OU and Norman community. 
 The business, located at 1215 W. Lindsey 
St., has evolved from a barber shop into a 
full-service salon and beauty destination, 
adding sister salons MM Salon Suites and 
MANE. Rivers said innovation and changing 
with the times is what makes The Mane Man 
unique and why it has stood the test of time. 

  “The number one thing is we’re trying to 
stay ahead of the curve and adapt to changes 
in the industry,” said Rivers. 
 The Mane Man was one of the first 
in Norman to embrace the private-suite 
concept, which has grown into a space 
featuring 25 private suites providing 
professionals with opportunities to build 
their own careers.
 Evans had a passion for teaching the 
next generation of beauty professionals and 
trained many apprentices throughout the 
years. More than 40 stylists from The Mane 
Man have gone on to open salons of their 
own. 
 From a place to get a haircut to a 
launching pad for entrepreneurs, The Mane 
Man’s greatest legacy isn’t simply how long 
it’s been here, but also how many people it’s 
helped along the way.

SPONSORED CONTENT

OU DAILY ARCHIVES

The Mane Man has served 
the campus and Norman 
community for more than 
45 years. Pictured are its 
promotions and coupons 
through the decades, 
including its current deal 
below.



LICENSED AND MONITORED BY THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.

McFarlin offers three weekday childcare
programs (Monday–Friday):

Day Care: Full-time care for ages 0–5
Children’s Day Out: Part-time care
for ages 0–5
Kid Zone: After-school care for Norman
Public Schools (Pre-K–5th grade)

Visit: mcfarlinumc.org/children/day-care/

Winner2026

mcfarlinumc.org 419 S. University Blvd.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS! For nearly six decades,
McFarlin Day Care has had the privilege of becoming
part of generations of family stories. We provide a safe
and nurturing environment, led by Christ-like principles,
that promotes the social, emotional, and intellectual
growth of each child. At McFarlin, all are welcome,
valued, and appreciated.

MCFARLIN
CHILDCARE
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S24/"0'+)&',"/'."5$0$#'=2*+')'10$)*'&$%$.*2"-'":'&$%*C
>$0&8'=+2&;$,8'5"#;)')-#'=2-$6'N/&*"!$0&'(0)2&$'*+$'
attentive staff that’s always ready to help you fi nd the 
($0:$.*'#02-;6'

)))*+
!,-.

E#$$/)'4+3#'7'!N+)+*6!"!GGG!J&!'()*!+,&-!A 
%)01$'%".)%':)5"02*$8'N$%%)0'A2-$'̀ '?(202*&'
+)&')-'$E*$-&25$'2-5$-*"0,'":'#"!$&*2.'
9$$0&8'&(202*&')-#'1%"9)%'=2-$&6'I0"=&$'2-'

($0&"-'"0'"0#$0':0"!'2*&'=$9&2*$':"0'%".)%'
(2.;/(')-#'#$%25$0,6'
@9#Q6'4+3#'7'!N+)+*6!"!$HHF!%&!PO(548(!+,&-!R"$3&'2&'
)'1"C*"'-$21+9"0+""#':)5"02*$':"0'#$($-#)9%$'9$5$0C
)1$&')-#';$1&6'J5$0,'*02('2&')'90$$>$'=2*+'2*&':02$-#%,'
&$052.$8'."!($*2*25$'(02.$&')-#'10$)*'!2E'":'90)-#&6

SEE MORE >>
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!"#$%&'(')$%"*&!"!#$%!&'!()**+!,-./0!!"#$%&'()*(%+&(
+&$,%("-(.",/$*0(1+&(23),)%(2+"3()4(5"6*'(%"(5""4%(
7"6,(43),)%48(9,"/(%"3:4+&;-(;)<6",4(%"(4)=*$%6,&(/)>&,4(
)%(/$?&4(46,&(7"6@,&($;A$74(&<6)33&'(%"(?*"#?($(-&A(
5$#?(A)%+(-,)&*'48(

!""#$%"&'

((()*
+,-#

+(##,$-#.)"#($/**0$1*2&.,3!"!1$$!2'!
3*.+!&4'0(.",/$*@4(";'&4%(5""?4%",&0(
B,&&*(9&$%+&,(C""?(D"/3$*7()4($(
A"/$*($*'(E*')=&*"64:"A*&'(5""?:

4%",&8(1+)4(5""?4%",&("--&,4(*&A($*'(64&'(
5""?4(A)%+(4&$4"*$;(4&#%)"*48
!"#$4*(#$/**05)*(#!"!55$!&'!6-*4)*!78)'0!1+&(!",&()4($(
#,&$%)F&(=&*&,$;(4%",&(%+$%(4&;;4(*&A($*'(64&'(5""?40(
;"#$;;7(/$'&($,%($*'(+$*'/$'&()%&/48(1+&(!",&(5&=$*(
$4($(/"5);&(4+"30(56%(5&#$/&($(5,)#?:$*':/",%$,(
;"#$%)"*()*(GHGI(%"(5&%%&,(-"4%&,(%+&(;"F&("-($,%($*'(
#"//6*)%78(
%&##6',7$/899#)$1*2':5!"!9#:!;'!6-*4)*!78)'0!
C&=)**)*=()*(JKKL0(23&&')*=(C6;;&%(D"/)#4()4($(4%$3;&(
-",(#"/)#(;"F&,48(E*(GHHM0(%+&(4%",&(5&#$/&($(*"/)*&&(
for the Will Eisner Spirit of Comics Retailing Award. It 
"--&,4(=,$3+)#(*"F&;40(/$*=$($*'(/",&(A)%+(#";;&#%:
ables, including action fi gures and T-shirts. 

-".,-(!""#($%"&'

((()*
+,-#

;<;.=#>5$/**05$.,6$+.2#5!"!#55!2'!
<.=>!&4'0(N)%+(&F&*%4($;/"4%(&F&,7(*)=+%0(
it’s not hard to fi nd your community at 
OPO$F&@48(2+"3(-",(#";;&#%)5;&40(5""?40(

=$/&4($*'(&F&,7%+)*=()*(5&%A&&*0(",(#"/&(
Q")*(%+&(%$5;&%"3(=$/)*=8(O"*@%(5&($-,$)'(%"(%$;?(%"(%+&(
4%$--0(A+"($,&($;A$74(,&$'7(%"(%$;?($5"6%(5""?4($*'(
=$/&48(
?,#$%)*&$@,'2#!"!#5#!5:4?!78)'!;20!P$?&(R*&(2%"3(
Anime your fi rst stop for apparel, books, games, novel-
ties, fi gures and snacks — whether you’re in the market 
for the newest items or revered classics. If it’s your fi rst 
;""?()*%"(%+&(/&')$0(4%"3(57($*'(%$;?(%"(%+&(A",?&,4(-",(
,&#"//&*'$%)"*4($*'(%)348(S")*(4"/&("-()%4(%"6,*$:
/&*%4($*'("3&*(3;$7(4&44)"*48
%&##6',7$/899#)$1*2':5!"!9#:!;'!6-*4)*!78)'0!
C&=)**)*=()*(JKKL0(23&&')*=(C6;;&%(D"/)#4()4($(4%$3;&(
-",(#"/)#(;"F&,48(E*(GHHM0(%+&(4%",&(5&#$/&($(*"/)*&&(
for the Will Eisner Spirit of Comics Retailing Award. It 
"--&,4(=,$3+)#(*"F&;40(/$*=$($*'(/",&(A)%+(#";;&#%:
ables, including action fi gures and T-shirts. 
A'B.(65$@53982$1*2':5$C$+.2#5!"!1@#@!2'!<.=>!
&4'0(9",(7&$,40(%+)4(-$/);7:"A*&'(4%",&(+$4(5&&*(4&;;:
)*=($;;(%+)*=4(#"/)#4(%"(%+&(.",/$*(#"//6*)%78(E%(
#$,,)&4(%+&(;$,=&4%(4&;&#%)"*("-(#"/)#4($*'(=,$3+)#(
*"F&;4()*(R?;$+"/$($*'("--&,4($(')4#"6*%&'(4654#,)3:
tion service for customers. After your shopping, stay 
%"(3;$7(%$5;&:%"3(=$/&4()*#;6')*=(1+6,4'$7(*)=+%(
T"?&/"*(!&$=6&($*'(F$,)"64(O6*=&"*4($*'(O,$="*4(
"3&*:=,"6348

$%"&/0'(12,%
((()*
+,-#

<*(,',75).($%)*(.7#!"!#9$9!5:4?!78)'!
&20(N+&*(7"6,(+"/&(4%$,%4(-&&;)*=($(5)%(
%""(3$#?&'0(P",*)*=4%$,(2%",$=&()4(%+&(

3;$#&(%"(#;&$,(43$#&($*'(4%$,%(-,&4+8(R--&,)*=(#;):
/$%&:#"*%,";;&'(6*)%40(GIUV(4&#6,)%7($*'(',)F&:63($#:
#&440()%(/$?&4(4%$4+)*=(&>%,$(5&;"*=)*=4(4)/3;&($*'(
4%,&44:-,&&8(
D8E9':$%)*(.7#!"!<AB4=CB)!B-D.4=->E!.D*-EE!;-*F.>0!
Public Storage makes fi nding an extra pocket of space 
&--",%;&448(P"F&()*%"($(*&A(3;$#&(",('"A*4)W&(7"6,(
/&44(A)%+()%4(#;&$*($*'(4&#6,&(-$#);)%)&48(1$?&($'F$*:
tage of the fl exible sizing options for every budget, 
$*'(,&4%(&$47(?*"A)*=(7"6,(3"44&44)"*4($,&(4$-&(A)%+:
"6%(56,*)*=($(+";&()*(7"6,(A$;;&%8(
%)*(.7#$F$"!#11#!5:4?!78)'!&G0!P$?&(2%",$=&(J(7"6,(
."8(J0(A)%+()%4(/"'&,*(-$#);)%7(-&$%6,)*=(A)'&(',)F&A$74(
-",(&$47(;"$')*=0(+)=+:%&#+(46,F&);;$*#&($*'($(F$,)&%7(
of unit sizes to fi t anything. Clear the clutter without 
=)F)*=(63(%+&(%+)*=4(7"6(;"F&0(A+&%+&,()%@4($(#";;&=&(
dorm overfl ow or a storage spot for seasonal items. 

!,-3-4'($5"+

((()*
+,-#

/8:".,.,$/':3:9#5!"!H9#!(AD?.>.>!78)'0
C6#+$*$*(C)#7#;&4(+$4(5&&*(+&;3)*=(
.",/$*(4%$7("*(%A"(A+&&;4(-",('&#$'&48(
2%"3(57(-",($(43&&'7(%6*&:630(567($(4%6,'7(

5)?&(-",(#"//6%)*=(",(Q64%(3)#?("6%($(*&A(
helmet, and roll out of the shop with confi dence. 
G#'7"E*("**6$/':3:9#$%"*&!"!H95!2'!<.=>!&4'0!
1+)4(A&;#"/)*=(4+"3("--&,4(3&,4"*$;)W&'(4&,F)#&($*'(
#"//6*)%7:',)F&*(&>3&,%)4&(%"(&F&,7(,)'&,8(B&%(#64%"/(
=&$,($'Q64%/&*%4($*'(%),&(,&3$),4(%"(&*46,&(7"6,(5)?&(
)4(,6**)*=(4/""%+;70(5&#$64&("A*&,4(D+$'($*'(2$,$+(
2+$*?4(;)F&(57(%+&),(4+"3@4(*$/&(X(&F&,7"*&()4(%+&),(
*&)=+5",8(
D".)$!'(#$/'0#$%"*&!"!559:!2'!<.=>!&4'0!B&$,(63(
-",(7"6,(*&>%(5)=(#7#;)*=($'F&*%6,&(A)%+(T+$%(1),&@4(
/$44)F&(4&;&#%)"*("-(%"3:5,$*'(5)#7#;&40($##&44",)&4(
$*'($33$,&;8(E%@4(*"%(+$,'(%"(4&&(A+7(%+&(4+"3(+$4(
expanded to 12 retail locations across two states; its 
full-service repair bench handles everything from fl at 
%),&4(%"(#"/3;&%&("F&,+$6;40(4"(7"6(#$*(&*Q"7(%+&(%,$);4(
A)%+"6%($*7(+$44;&8(
%:'55*().'9$13:9#5!"!#5@!G'!3*.+!&4'0(O&')#$%&'(%"(/"':
&,*(#7#;)*=($*'(#64%"/(56);'4()*('"A*%"A*(.",/$*0(
2#)44",%$);@4(3$44)"*$%&(#,&A(43&#)$;)W&4()*(%$);",&'(
bike fi ttings, high-end components and precise main-
%&*$*#&8(E%@4($(=,&$%(;$*')*=(43"%(-",($*7"*&(;""?)*=(%"(
/$?&(%+&(;&$3(-,"/(#$46$;(%"(&>3&,%(#7#;)*=8(

1$'6(-/&(6'/4'&$5,+

((()*
+,-#

1.=#,6#($%8E.(8!"!11$H!I-*C-*.4)!I)>4*)!
J*=8)0!E-(7"6@,&(4&$,#+)*=(-",($(3,&:"A*&'(
F&+)#;&(56);%(%"(+$*';&(%+&(#+$*=)*=(
R?;$+"/$(A&$%+&,0(D$F&*'&,(265$,6()4(

%+&('&$;&,4+)3(-",(7"68(E%4(4$;&4(%&$/(&*:
46,&4(7"6(',)F&("--(%+&(;"%(A)%+(#"/3;&%&(3&$#&("-(
/)*'8
-#(785*,$/8':0$+<1!"!#$#H!K>4)*E4.4)!J*=8)0!
9&,=64"*("--&,4($*()/3,&44)F&(4&;&#%)"*("-(3,&:"A*&'(
%,6#?40(2YZ4($*'(4&'$*4(%+$%(;""?0(-&&;($*'(',)F&($4(
)-(%+&7(A&,&(5,$*'(*&A8(1+&('&$;&,4+)3@4(%&$/(A",?4(
+$,'(%"(/$%#+(7"6,(56'=&%(A)%+($('&3&*'$5;&(F&+)#;&8(
H':03$%).&9#)*,$@8)*5!"!11$!5:4?!78)'!;20(N)%+(
$*()*F&*%",7(%+$%(,$*=&4(-,"/(GH(%"([H(F&+)#;&40(

filednailsnorman.com

3408 36th Ave. NW | Suite 116 Winner
2026

A DESTINATION FOR BEAUTY,

RELAXATION, AND SELF-CARE.

Offerings include: manicures, pedicures,
nail-art, luxury head spa treatments,
lash services and waxing.

10-day guarantee
10+ years of excellence
Organic, eco-friendly
and toxin-free polishes
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Ricky Stapleton Autos has helped people find bud!
"#$!%&'#()*+,-.&/,/'(-#,01234,56#,)#.*#&/6'7,8.9#/,
buying easy with no fees and flexible financing — it’ll 
work directly with your bank. Drive on in and find a 
budget-friendly ride to fit your lifestyle. 

!"#$%&'$("&)"'*+,-
!"##$%&'()*+,-#*.&"(*!"#$%&"'"()*+,-),"./01"
Serving Norman since 1977, Brookhaven Auto Care is 
.,*:-.*,%.8'*+,;</'(#//,$6.$,".'(#),/<--#//,;+,7&:=')!
'(",#>-#**#($,/#&='-#?,@<.*'$+,7.&$/,.(),6:(#/$+,A'$6,
-</$:8#&/4,
.&'()/("*0,1&","!"##%2"3)45)46/7"37,/47"84+971"
B%,+:<C&#,/#.&-6'(",%:&,.,=#6'-*#,;<'*$,$:,6.()*#,$6#,
-6.("'(",D9*.6:8.,A#.$6#&?,E.=#()#&,F<;.&<,'/,$6#,
)#.*#&/6'7,%:&,+:<4,B$/,/.*#/,$#.8,#(/<&#/,+:<,)&'=#,:%%,
$6#,*:$,A'$6,-:87*#$#,7#.-#,:%,8'()4
2("3,4#)*!,56$*78."!"&%&2":,/74-/6/7"84+971"
G#&"</:(,:%%#&/,.(,'87&#//'=#,/#*#-$':(,:%,$&<-9/,.(),
FHI/4,56#,)#.*#&/6'7C/,$#.8,A:&9/,6.&),$:,8.$-6,+:<&,
;<)"#$,A'$6,.,)#7#().;*#,=#6'-*#4,

$$$./
-,%0

2#9:("*;#<#-&"!";%2%"<0":,/74-/6/7"84+971"
Whether you’re eyeing a fuel-efficient hy!
brid or an SUV, find your dream car with 
no stress at Fowler Toyota. If you can’t find 

what you’re looking for on the lot, fill out its 
vehicle finder service form to be informed when a ve!
6'-*#,8.$-6#/,+:<&,/#.&-64,
=(:4#)*8&>/&*!"=>&"<0":,/74-/6/7"84+971"F'(-#,'$/,
%:<()'(",'(,$6#,*.$#,01JK/?,$6#,L#*/:(,%.8'*+,6./,
;##(,.,7.&$,:%,$6#,.<$:8:$'=#,;</'(#//,A'$6,.(,<(!
wavering commitment to customers. Don’t sacrifice 
quality and work with Nelson Mazda on financing op!
tions that fit your needs and your budget. 

%&'$'"-&,'
25"(4-#)(?*.#@A:(-(*+,-#*.&"("!"?@A/+5A7"A)B6/+),-"
6B4)--"<)4C6,1 Whether it’s to fix strange noises or 
%:&,&:<$'(#,8.'($#(.(-#?,G'&#/$:(#,'/,&#.)+,$:,"#$,+:<,
;.-9,:(,$6#,$&.-94,B$/,$#-6('-'.(/,6.()*#,'$,.**,A'$6,
efficiency, making keeping your vehicle in peak shape 
.,;&##M#4,

$$$./
-,%0

B#)C4*+,-#@#-5'("!"&>&2">;/D"E970".'1 A 
%.8'*+!:A(#),.<$:,&#7.'&,-#($#&,/'(-#,
1981, Ron’s has worked hard to provide 
$6#,;#/$,-.&#,7://';*#4,L:$,:(*+,):#/,

Ron’s fix what’s wrong, its team educates 
#.-6,-</$:8#&,:(,8.'($#(.(-#,8#./<&#/,$:,.=:'),%<!
$<&#,='/'$/4,
D(::4*+,-#@#-5'("!"&F%&"'0"G+,H-7I"./01,F'(-#,
1992, Wells Automotive has delivered top-quality 
.<$:,&#7.'&,.(),8.'($#(.(-#,/#&='-#/,%:&,L:&8.(4,B$/,
8'//':(,'/,$:,$.9#,$6#,"<#//A:&9,:<$,:%,.<$:,-.&#,.$,
.%%:&).;*#,7&'-#/?,8#.('(",+:<,-.(,)&'=#,/8::$6*+,
A'$6:<$,;&#.9'(",$6#,;.(94

%&'$#&*+

$$$./
-,%0

.:,1*.&"*D&4%"!"?@A/+5A7"A)B6/+),-"6B4)--"
<)4C6,1,N:'(,$6#,-*#.(,-.&,-*<;,.(),"'=#,
+:<&,=#6'-*#,$6#,$&#.$8#($,'$,)#/#&=#/4,
E*<;,E.&,O./6,6./,/$.$#!:%!$6#!.&$,$<((#*,

A./6#/?,6'"6!7&#//<&#,&'(/#/,.(),%&##,=.-<<8/,$:,
*#.=#,+:<&,-.&,*::9'(",;&.()!(#A,'(/')#,.(),:<$4,
.",54(EF)*+,-#*0A&"!"?@A/+5A7"A)B6/+),-"6B4)--"
<)4C6,1"5&#.$,+:<&,&')#,$:,.,&#*.>'(",7.87#&'(",/#/!
sion at Cruise-In Auto Spa. It offers washes, wax treat!
ments and a multitude of finish options so your car 
&:**/,:<$,/7.&9*'(",%&:8,;<87#&,$:,;<87#&4
G$5(*HIA"(44*+,-#*D&4%"!">;2%"'0"?6+,"./01,L##),
.,%./$?,6'"6!@<.*'$+,-*#.('(",:(,$6#,":P,D9'#,Q>7&#//,
)#*'=#&/,'$,.**,'(,.(,'(/$.($4,B$/,)&'=#!$6&<,A./6,</#/,
#-:!%&'#()*+,/:.7/,.(),.)=.(-#),#@<'78#($,$:,;*./$,
.A.+,)'&$?,*#.='(",;#6'(),.,;&'**'.($,/6'(#,#=#&+,$'8#4,

EXPERIENCE
&!!1&)$"2-"',"!%"

J&>>*5)*J,)("!">%&"'0"86J-"./01"O6.$,/$.&$#),./,.(,
')#.,)'/-<//#),:=#&,)&'(9/,.(),-:%%##,/7'&.*#),'($:,
.,/7&.A*'(",.((<.*,-<*$<&.*,#=#($,.(),:&".('M.$':(,
":'(",'($:,'$/,R0/$,+#.&4,N.MM,'(,N<(#,%#.$<&#/,.,)'=#&/#,
*'(#<7,:%,7#&%:&8#&/,:=#&,$6&##,('"6$/,.(),#)<-.$':(!
.*,#=#($/,A'$6,$6#,/.8#,8</'-'.(/,)<&'(",$6#,).+,$6.$,
-.(,&#'"('$#,.(+:(#C/,*:=#,%:&,8</'-4,
8(/5('&:*2&5"*#K*=#"@&)"!">2%&"K7,L+,-"E9701,56#,
S#)'#=.*,G.'&,:%,L:&8.(,A./,%:<()#),'(,0133,;+,
.(,DH,Q("*'/6,T#7.&$8#($,.*<8,'(,6:(:&,:%,O'**'.8,
F6.9#/7#.&#C/,;'&$6).+4,56#,%.'&,'/,%&##,$:,.$$#(),.(),
:%%#&/,.,7*#$6:&.,:%,#=#($/,$:,'88#&/#,+:<&/#*%,'(U,
V:</$'(",$:<&(.8#($/?,).(-#&/,.(),$6#.$#&?,V<""*'(",
.(),6<8.(,-6#//,8.$-6#/4,

$$$./
-,%0

=#"@&)*8,456*2(4-5'&:"!"8)J,/)J,"
<)4C6,1"F$.&$'(",'(,WKK2?,$6#,.((<.*,
L:&8.(,S</'-,G#/$'=.*,6./,"&:A(,'($:,.,
8<*$'7*#!).+,#=#($,%#.$<&'(",*:-.*,.(),

(.$':(.*,;.()/4,B$C/,$6#,*.&"#/$,%&##,8</'-,
%#/$'=.*,'(,$6#,/$.$#4,LSG,$&.(/%:&8/,):A($:A(,'($:,
/$&##$/,:%,7:7!<7,$#($/?,*:-.*,=#(<#/,.(),=.&':</,7#&!
%:&8.(-#/,#.-6,/7&'("4
=#"@&)*L"5/("!"?@A/+5A7"A)B6/+),-1,56'/,%.8'!
*+!%&'#()*+,#=#($,%#.$<&#/,-:88<('$+,#($#&$.'(8#($,
and performances. Don’t miss the grand finale: 
$6#,7&')#,7.&.)#?,A6'-6,'/,%&##,$:,.$$#()4,E#*#;&.$#,
WFXYZ5[\,7&')#,A'$6,*'=#,8</'-?,*:-.*,=#():&/,.(),
%::),$&<-9/4
0,@@("*!"((>(*.#)6("-*0("5(4"!";2%".0"MA))H"
E9701 A beloved tradition for Normanites, the Summer 
Z&##M#,E:(-#&$,F#&'#/,%#.$<&#/,(.$':(.*,.(),*:-.*,8<!
/'-'.(/,'(,7#&%:&8.(-#/,#=#&+,:$6#&,F<().+,%&:8,8')!
May to mid-August. Don’t forget a blanket and picnic 
;./9#$,%<**,:%,/(.-9/,%:&,%.8'*+,%<(,:&,.,$&<*+,/7#-'.*,
).$#,('"6$4,

&'3$*31(,4

$$$./
-,%0

25"(%#,4(*+"-*.()-(""!";;;".0"MA))H"E9701"
G:<()#),'(,013K,./,.,-:88<('$+,.&$,
-#($#&,.(),6:</#),'(,.,6'/$:&'-,%:&8#&,
fire station, Firehouse Art Center is a non!

profit dedicated to sparking creativity across 
L:&8.(4,56#,G'&#6:</#,:%%#&/,-#&.8'-,7:$$#&+?,"*.//!
A:&9,.(),7.'($'(",-*.//#/,%:&,.**,/9'**,*#=#*/?,.*:(",A'$6,
&:$.$'(",".**#&'#/,.(),.,*:-.*,"'%$,/6:74,

8&5)*0-"((-*L#--("<"!";&%"N0"?6+,"./01"Ready to try 
+:<&,6.(),.$,$6#,7:$$#&C/,A6##*P,S.'(,F$&##$,]:$$#&+,
:%%#&/,A6##*!$6&:A'(",.(),-#&.8'-,/-<*7$'(",-*.//#/,
%:&,;#"'((#&/,.(),#>7#&$/4,O6#$6#&,+:<C&#,8.9'(",
+:<&,:A(,-:%%##,8<",:&,V</$,/7#()'(",.(,#=#('(",
A'$6,-*.+?,+:<C&#,"<.&.($##),.,A6##*!+,"::),$'8#4,
B(4#)&-#"*F)4-5-,-("!"#>2"N0"?6+,"./01,D7#(#),'(,
2016, Resonator is the vision of a group of local artists 
)#)'-.$#),$:,7&:8:$'(",.**,%:&8/,:%,-&#.$'=#,#>7&#/!
sion. This nonprofit art space and community gallery 
'/,.,*.<(-67.),%:&,L:&8.(,.&$'/$/?,6:/$'(",#=#&+$6'(",
%&:8,.&$,#>6';'$/,.(),A:&9/6:7/,$:,*'=#,8</'-,.(),
7#&%:&8.(-#,.&$4,
M)6&))<*+"-*N#,4("!"&%O"N0"?6+,"./01"G#.$<&'(",
contemporary and outsider art exhibits, monthly “Art 
^.("/_,.(),7:7!<7,8.&9#$/?,$6'/,/$<)':,'/,.**,.;:<$,
#8;&.-'(",$6#,<(#>7#-$#)4,G'(),<('@<#,7'#-#/,.(),
-:((#-$,A'$6,%#**:A,.&$'/$/?,&#".&)*#//,:%,."#,:&,#>7#!
&'#(-#,*#=#*/4,

51*"15
2"(/*J#)(4*J"O*8,4(,@*#K*+"-"!"222"NAC"E9701
X:-.$#),&'"6$,:(,-.87</?,$6'/,A:&*)!-*.//,8</#<8,
;:./$/,.,-:**#-$':(,%#.$<&'(",G&#(-6,B87&#//':('/8?,
Native American artwork and contemporary pieces. 
Admission is free for OU students, faculty and staff. 
F$:7,;+,%:&,.,@<'-9,;&#.9,;#$A##(,#&&.()/,:&,/7#(),
6:<&/,A.()#&'(",$6&:<"6,$6#,.&$A:&94
=&-5#)&:*D(&-%("*.()-(""!"&>%"869+H"G0"P)47,"
PA9H01,I'/'$,$6#,:(#!:%!.!9'(),-:**.;:&.$'=#,A:&9,#(='!
ronment for federal, state and academic units. About 
JJK,&#/#.&-6,/-'#($'/$/?,%.-<*$+,.(),/<77:&$,/$.%%,A:&9,
'(,$6#,LOE?,.(),$6#,D9*.6:8.,O#.$6#&,X.;,'/,&<(,
#($'&#*+,;+,/$<)#($/4,Y:,:(,.,7<;*'-,$:<&,$:,/##,&.).&,
$#-6(:*:"+?,/$:&8!-6./'(",=#6'-*#/,.(),&#.*!$'8#,
%:&#-./$'("4,

$$$./
-,%0

0&@*=#1:(*8,4(,@"!">;%&"3D6@/6@Q@6"
E9701"N:<&(#+,;.-9,'(,$'8#,$:,$6#,7&#6'/!
$:&'-,."#/?,A'$6,8.//'=#,)'(:/.<&,/9#*#!
$:(/,̀ ,'(-*<)'(",$6#,A:&*)C/,*.&"#/$,/9<**,

`,.,"'.($,8.88:$6,.(),'88#&/'=#,(.$'=#,
6.;'$.$,)'/7*.+/4,56'/,'/,.,%.(!%.=:&'$#,%:&,%.8'*'#/?,/$<!
)#($/,.(),6'/$:&+,;<%%/,.*'9#4,

-&'36$7"!1"
P(3&::<*!"(9(/"!"&>#"'0"?6+,"./01,X#".**+,Z&#A#),
:%%#&/,%<(,$A'/$/,:(,-*.//'-,;##&/4,F$:7,;+,:(,S:().+,
$:,#(V:+,;:.&),".8#,('"6$,:&,O#)(#/).+,%:&,a0,:%%,
b!:<(-#,A'(#,7:<&/4,B%,+:<,A.($,.,/A##$,$&#.$,A'$6,
your beverage, find scrumptious cookies in the tap 
&::8,%&:8,*:-.*,7.&$(#&,F'>cK,FA##$/4
P#35(C4*#)*-%(*.#")("*!"$FO"E-5"E9701,X:"'#C/,/7:&$/!
;.&,#(#&"+,'/,.*A.+/,:(,7:'($,%:&,-:**#"#,/$<)#($/4,B$,
:%%#&/,.(,<77#&!)#-9,7.$':?,/8:9#,&::8,.(),8<*$'7*#,
5I/,7*.+'(",/7:&$'(",#=#($/4,E:8#,;+,%:&,]:A#&,̂ :<&,
#=#&+,G&').+,)<&'(",$6#,/-6::*,+#.&,%&:8,R,$:,b,7484,:&,
/6:A,<7,$:,5A:,T:**.&,5<#/).+,%:&,aW,/6:$/4,

;%(*B&5:%#,4(*H'()-*.()-("*!"&%>"'0"N@R6@A6"./01"
56'/,&#/$:&#),A.&#6:</#,'(,):A($:A(,L:&8.(,:%!
%#&/,.(,#(-6.($'(",/#$$'(",%:&,A#))'("/?,&#-#7$':(/,
.(),/7#-'.*,#=#($/4,56#,&#($.*,=#(<#,'(-*<)#/,-6.'&/,
.(),$.;*#/,$:,.--:88:).$#,<7,$:,WKK,"<#/$/4,56#,
Railhouse also offers office startups, freelancers and 
#=#&+$6'(",'(,;#$A##(4,

$$$./
-,%0

;%(*0-&)/&"/"!"#&2"N0"S46I"./01,56'/,;##&,
".&)#(,'/,9(:A(,%:&,'$/,&#*.>'("?,/#&#(#,
.$8:/76#&#,A'$6,:<$)::&,/#.$'(",/6.)#),
;+,-.(:7'#/4,Q(V:+,-:&(6:*#,A6'*#,/'7!

7'(",:(,.,&#%&#/6'(",)&'(9,:&,-6::/#,%&:8,
the list of draft beers and IPAs. Try one of its classic 
;<&"#&/,7.'&#),A'$6,%&'#),:9&.,:&,7*.(,.(,#=#($,%:&,
%.8'*+?,%&'#()/,:&,+:<&,:&".('M.$':(4,
MA*;#3(-%("*Q(),("!";>="N0"?6+,"./01,H7,5:"#$6#&,
I#(<#,'/,7&.'/#),%:&,'$/,$:7!(:$-6,-</$:8#&,/#&='-#,.(),
"&#.$,.$8:/76#&#,%:&,;'",:&,/8.**,#=#($/4,O'$6,.,-*#.(,
.(),-</$:8'M.;*#,*.+:<$?,.,9'$-6#(#$$#,.(),#./'*+!.-!
-#//';*#,*:-.$':(?,H7,5:"#$6#&,8.9#/,'$,/'87*#,.(),
/$&#//!%&##,$:,;&'(",+:<&,#=#($,$:,*'%#4,

51*,%$7"!1"
;%(*R(:5*!"#%F"'D+/7"./01,L:&8.(C/,*:(!
"#/$,-:($'(<:</*+,&<(('(",*'=#,8</'-,
=#(<#?,56#,T#*','/,.,6'/$:&'-,)'=#,;.&,$6.$,
6./,/#&='-#),-</$:8#&/,/'(-#,$6#,013K/4,

56#,#(='&:(8#($,8.9#/,'$,.(,.$$&.-$':(,$:,8.(+4,B$,
:%%#&/,*'=#,8</'-,#=#&+,('"6$,A'$6,;.()/?,/'"(.$<&#,
8#(<,'$#8/,.(),9.&.:9#,('"6$/4

PHOTO PROVIDED

Firehouse Art Center is a nonprofit located in the historic former fire station off Flood Avenue.

SEE MORE >>

$$$./
-,%0
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!"#$%%&'()"*"+!"!#$%!&'!()*+!,-'.!"#$%&&'!()#*#+!
,--#).!-/0!1*2.1.!,0!3&%..23!4##).5!61,7!4'!,0!8,0+%'!
1,!#09,'!4,%)+!$%:#!02$;1!,)!<#+0#.+%'!-,)!=>!,--!
?@,/03#!*20#!7,/).5!A-!',/!*%01!%!.*##1!1)#%1!*21;!',/)!
beverage, find scrumptious cookies in the tap room 
-),:!&,3%&!7%)10#)!62BCD!6*##1.5
,-.%/0!"!##%!/'!01)23415!678'. A staple venue and 
E#$%0!)#.1%/)%01!-,)!FD!'#%).G!1;2.!*,)H#)@,*0#+!
3,,7#)%12E#!2.!%!:/.1@E2.21!.21#!-,)!%0',0#!20!I,):%05!
61,7!4'!21.!+%03#!7%)12#.!,)!3,:#!.##!',/)!-%E,)21#!&,3%&!
:/.232%0.5!<%01!1,!$#1!201,!1;#!:/.23!*,)&+!',/).#&-J!
K%H#!7)2E%1#!&#..,0.G!)#3,)+!20!1;#!.1/+2,!,)!%11#0+!
*,)H.;,7.!%1!1;#!L7,&2.!8/.23!63;,,&5!

!"#$!%&$'()*+,-#-$'
1233&'4.#5'An alternative rock band from Oklahoma 
M21'!%0+!I,):%0G!1;#)#N.!0,1;20$!-/00'!%4,/1!1;2.!
4%0+N.!.H2&&!O!',/N&&!4#!2::#).#+!20!PQD.!),3H!-),:!1;#!
first note. Listen to their original songs anywhere you 
$#1!:/.23!%0+!E2.21!1;#2)!*#4.21#!1,!.1%'!/7!1,!+%1#!,0!
*;#0!1;#2)!0#B1!.;,*.!%)#5!!
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6/7"'8.09&5'A1N.!0,!*,0+#)!82H#!R,.1'!;%.!
%0!/0+#)$),/0+!-,&&,*20$!,-!42H#).G!.,@
rority girls and everything in between; 
1;2.!,0#@:%0!4%0+!1%H#.!S:/&121%.H20$T!

1,!1;#!0#B1!&#E#&5!R#!7&%'.!1;#!+)/:.!*21;!;2.!
-##1G!.20$.!%0+!7&%'.!1;#!$/21%)!%&&!%1!1;#!.%:#!12:#G!,3@
3%.2,0%&&'!:2B20$!20!;%):,023%.!%0+!H%U,,.5!6;,*!/7!
1,!%0'!,-!;2.!0#%)&'!FVD!.;,*.!%!'#%)!%0+!H0,*!',/N)#!
20!-,)!%!$,,+!12:#5!
:"3.*3';.)0</-!"!#$9%!:;<!678'. Renown Worship 
2.!%!),1%120$!),.1#)!,-!4%0+!:#:4#).!O!*21;!%!;%0+-/&!
,-!)#$/&%).!O!1;%1!%2:!1,!/.;#)!W,+N.!7)#.#03#!201,!
#%3;!),,:!1;#'!7&%'!*21;!3,01#:7,)%)'!M;)2.12%0!
:/.235!X2.21!R%'.1%3H!M,--##!#E#)'!<#+0#.+%'!%1!YZCD!
75:5!,)!&2.1#0!1,!1;#:!,0!67,12-'!1,!H##7!1;#!*,).;27!
$,20$5!

2'3243$-'*2'3)$#3-5-36%#2'324
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0-#1

8"&4$&'=39")9$/3>"39'"!%$9#!()1=8-!
>;)?8.!K;2.!:%..2E#!#01#)1%20:#01!;/4!
;%.!.,:#1;20$!-,)!#E#)'!%$#G!203&/+20$!
1*,!&#E#&.!,-!&%.#)!1%$G!%!4,*&20$!%&&#'G!

:202!$,&-!%0+!%!.7)%*&20$!%)3%+#5!K,7!21!%&&!
,--!*21;!%!3)%-1!3,3H1%2&!,)!72UU%G!%0+!',/NE#!$,1!1;#!/&12@
:%1#!*##H#0+!,/120$5!@AB*C!DEC*+8CC!B)C!?;4C85!C*+?8!
D8*+F!74-85!)!G8C-!43!/41<)+!8+-81-)*+<8+-H)?-*7*-I!
?8+-81'J
6$/3'=?"39!"!#K$K!(-'!&*;;*)<C!&)I.!K%H#!3%./%&!
;%0$,/1.!1,!%!*;,&#!0#*!&#E#&!O!&21#)%&&'G!*;#0!7&%'@
20$!&%.#)!1%$5![#%1/)20$!4,*&20$G!$)%E21'@+#-'20$!
),7#!3,/).#.!%0+!%)3%+#!$%:#.G!1;2.!E#0/#!2.!4/2&1!
-,)!-)2#0+&'!3,:7#1212,05!A1N.!%!$)#%1!7&%3#!-,)!42)1;+%'!
7%)12#.G!-%:2&'!02$;1.!,/1!%0+!4&,*20$!,--!.1#%:!%-1#)!
%!&,0$!*##H5!
@..3")'(.*%/3#'A"39")'"!LL9!$M-B!678'!/&. A staple 
,-!1;#!I,):%0!%)#%G!6,,0#)!(,*&20$!M#01#)!2.!:,+#)0!
-/0!*21;!)#1),!3;%):5![#%1/)20$!F\!&%0#.G!4,*&20$!
02$;1.G!%0+!%!$)2&&G!6,,0#)!(,*&20$!M#01#)!$/%)%01##.!
',/N&&!),&&!)2$;1!201,!%!$,,+!12:#5!
B<"';"%%'"!$#9!,'!N)<8C!O)1+81!678'.!As a Norman 

3,::/021'!;/4G!K;#!<#&&!2.!*;#)#!&,3%&!;#%&1;!%0+!
3/&1/)#!)/0!+##75!R,.120$!*##H&'!-%):#).!:%)H#1.G!
3,,H20$!%0+!*#&&0#..!3&%..#.!%0+!.#%.,0%&!$%1;#)20$.G!
1;#!<#&&!2.!%!.,/)3#!,-!)#0#*%&G!./77,)1!%0+!.;%)#+!
)#.,/)3#.5!

0!$#2%3"%0!$6%0""!
B<"'(%2"C.33"9'($)'"!%$#!:'!()*+!,-'.!].1%4&2.;#+!
%&:,.1!%!3#01/)'!%$,G!1;#!(&/#4,00#1!(%)!2.!%!.1%7&#!
for live music. It’s outfitted with classic entertainment, 
including pool tables and shuffleboard. The bar is a 
;,:#!-,)!%&&!%$#.!F>!%0+!/7!O!*21;!+,:20,#.!20!1;#!
#%)&'!%-1#)0,,0!%0+!&2E#!#01#)1%20:#01!%1!02$;15!

%%%./
0-#1

!.2/"D0'E)/%%'F'($)'"!(E;-*P;8!;4?)-*4+C!
)?14CC!/41<)+.!",/2#N.!W)2&&!̂ !(%)!2.!%0!
American eatery and pub decked out with 
flat-screen TVs that make it the perfect 

.7,1!-,)!$%:#!+%'G!*;#1;#)!',/!*%01!1,!
3%13;!6,,0#)!-,,14%&&!,)!L_M!K;/0+#)!4%.H#14%&&5!̀ ,0N1!
miss out on the Big Lou — a burger with American 
3;##.#G!723H&#.G!$)2&&#+!,02,0.!%0+!:/.1%)+5!_2+.!#%1!
-)##!,0!<#+0#.+%'.!*21;!1;#!7/)3;%.#!,-!%0!%+/&1!
#01)##5
6$G/>/%%/$3D0'@.H/$%'A%2C!"!#9#!,'!>41-81!678'.!
8%B2:2&&2%0N.!,--#).!%!3%./%&!'#1!#&#E%1#+!%1:,.7;#)#5!
_0,*0!-,)!21.!*#&3,:20$!3),*+G!$)#%1!+)20H!.7#32%&.!
%0+!7,,&!1%4&#.G!1;2.!.,32%&!3&/4!:%H#.!21!#%.'!1,!.123H!
%),/0+!%0+!3,:#!4%3H!1;#!0#B1!+%'5!
,7%$<.>$'6">.)/$%'I3/.3!"!K99!6CP!678'.!L0!1;#!
La!3%:7/.G!1;#!a02,0N.!$%:#!),,:.!%)#!1;#!$,@1,!
.7,1!-,)!.1/+#01.!&,,H20$!1,!/0*20+!4#1*##0!3&%..#.!,)!
:##1!/7!%-1#)!%!&,0$!+%'5!K#.1!',/)!.H2&&.!%1!720$!7,0$!
,)!3;%&&#0$#!-)2#0+.!1,!#&#31),023!$%:#.G!%0+!$#1!%!
:#%&!%-1#)!21!%&&5!@AB8C8!P44;!-)D;8C!B)78!?;4C85!C*+?8!
D8*+F!74-85!)!G8C-!43!/41<)+!P;)?8!-4!P;)I!P44;'J

"+3(""4%27024-2'#2

%%%./
0-#1

E".)#"'6J'@299.3';/%+")3"00'K$)7!"!
#K$9!#$-B!678'!/:.!].3%7#!1;#!;/.1&#!%0+!
4/.1&#!,-!1;#!321'!*21;,/1!;%E20$!1,!&#%E#!
I,):%05!]09,'!6/11,0N.!7#%3#-/&!7,0+G!

open fields and winding trails. Whether 
you’re there to jog, birdwatch, fish or walk your dog, it 
,--#).!%!4)#%1;!,-!-)#.;!%2)5!
()$3+9'K$)7'"!L99!:'!Q*+5C8I!,-'.!8,)#!3,::,0&'!
H0,*0!%.!1;#!̀ /3H!b,0+G!()%0+1!b%)H!2.!%!c/201#..#0@
12%&!;%0$,/1!.7,1!-,)!La!.1/+#01.!%0+!I,):%021#.5!
K;2.!2.!%!7)2:#!&,3%12,0!-,)!%-1#)0,,0!723023.G!c/2#1!$#1@
%*%'.!%0+!+/3H!*%13;20$5!
B<"'6.39'"!#%99!0;)CC8+!G;75'.!_0,*0!-,)!21.!6,,0#)!
6*2)&!%0+!&,%+#+!3;##.#!-)2#.G!K;#!8,01!2.!%!I,):%0!
.1%7&#5!M#&#4)%1#!',/)!42)1;+%'!1;#)#!-,)!%!-)##!K@.;2)15!
<21;!12:#&#..!%:42%03#!%0+!%11#012E#!.#)E23#G!K;#!
8,01!2.!%!4/3H#1!&2.1!)#.1%/)%01!#B7#)2#03#!-,)!:%0'!
La!.1/+#01.G!E2.21,).!%0+!I,):%021#.5

8"!9%#"+4,2

%%%./
0-#1

L/>>/"'M209/3'E.%N'A%2C!"!M!R)+C4<!
S1*78.!",3%1#+!,0!*;%1!*%.!,03#!1;#!I%E'!
Air Technical Training Center, the Jimmie 
Austin Golf Club has played host to 
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!"##$%&'()*$+,)-*.)/.00)&1)2*.3.)0"!40)*.40'*)4%5)
!$0'$3.)3$%)5..67)8"1'&%9)2..:0();43#.31)#43:.'1,)
!"":&%9)4%5)2.00%.11)!0411.1)4%5)1.41"%40)94'*.3&%91,)
'*.)/.00)&1)4)1"$3!.)";)3.%.240,)1$66"3')4%5)1*43.5)
3.1"$3!.17)

!"#$%&'(&!"#)&!(("
!"#$%&'#()**#+$%,-$!"#$%"&'"()*+",-'."<1'4+0&1*.5)
40#"1')4)!.%'$3()49",)'*.)=0$.+"%%.')=43)&1)4)1'460.)
for live music. It’s outfitted with classic entertainment, 
including pool tables and shuffleboard. The bar is a 
*"#.);"3)400)49.1)>?)4%5)$6)@)2&'*)5"#&%".1)&%)'*.)
.430()4;'.3%""%)4%5)0&A.).%'.3'4&%#.%')4')%&9*'7)

&&&*+
!,$-

.)'/#01$2-/&&$3$%,-$!"(/0-*102"034)-*3+5"
)46355"7368)+.)B"$&.C1)D3&00)E)=43)&1)4%)
American eatery and pub decked out with 
flat-screen TVs that make it the perfect 

16"');"3)94#.)54(,)2*.'*.3)("$)24%')'")
!4'!*)F""%.3);""'+400)"3)GHI)-*$%5.3)+41:.'+4007)J"%C')
miss out on the Big Lou — a burger with American 
!*..1.,)6&!:0.1,)93&00.5)"%&"%1)4%5)#$1'4357)H&51).4')
;3..)"%)/.5%.154(1)2&'*)'*.)6$3!*41.)";)4%)45$0')
.%'3..7
4,5/6/&&/,*01$7)8/,&$9&'("!"%9%",'":36-26";<2'."
K4L&#&00&4%C1)";;.31)4)!41$40)(.').0.A4'.5)4'#"16*.3.7)
H%"2%);"3)&'1)2.0!"#&%9)!3"25,)93.4')53&%:)16.!&401)
4%5)6""0)'4+0.1,)'*&1)1"!&40)!0$+)#4:.1)&').41()'")1'&!:)
43"$%5)4%5)!"#.)+4!:)'*.)%.L')54(7)
:;&,")6,$4#6)-/,&$<*/)*"!"=99";51";<2'."G%)'*.)
GM)!4#6$1,)'*.)M%&"%C1)94#.)3""#1)43.)'*.)9"N'")
16"');"3)1'$5.%'1)0"":&%9)'")$%2&%5)+.'2..%)!0411.1)"3)
#..')$6)4;'.3)4)0"%9)54(7)-.1')("$3)1:&001)4')6&%9)6"%9)
"3)!*400.%9.);3&.%51)'").0.!'3"%&!)94#.1,)4%5)9.')4)
#.40)4;'.3)&')4007)>?@252"1330"-)A025"@)<2"40352B"5*+42"
A2*+C"<3-2B")"D25-"3E"7368)+"10)42"-3"10)F"1330'G

(.'/((0&%1!%0,%2$%

&&&*+
!,$-

2#)-=#$4>$7'++)*$?/&@#-*#11$A,-;"!"
%=$9"%$-@";<2'"7&."<1!46.)'*.)*$1'0.)4%5)
+$1'0.)";)'*.)!&'()2&'*"$')*4A&%9)'")0.4A.)
O"3#4%7)<%P"()F$''"%C1)6.4!.;$0)6"%5,)

open fields and winding trails. Whether 
you’re there to jog, birdwatch, fish or walk your dog, it 
";;.31)4)+3.4'*)";);3.1*)4&37)
%-,*@+$A,-;$!"H99"&'"I*+B52F",-'."K"3.)!"##"%0()
:%"2%)41)'*.)J$!:)Q"%5,)=34%5')Q43:)&1)4)R$&%'.11.%N
'&40)*4%9"$')16"');"3)GM)1'$5.%'1)4%5)O"3#4%&'.17)
-*&1)&1)4)63&#.)0"!4'&"%);"3)4;'.3%""%)6&!%&!1,)R$&.')9.'N
424(1)4%5)5$!:)24'!*&%97)
!"#$4)*+$!"%#99"J0)552+"D0<B'."H%"2%);"3)&'1)F""%.3)
F2&30)4%5)0"45.5)!*..1.);3&.1,)-*.)K"%')&1)4)O"3#4%)
1'460.7)I.0.+34'.)("$3)+&3'*54()'*.3.);"3)4);3..)-N1*&3'7)
/&'*)'&#.0.11)4#+&4%!.)4%5)4''.%'&A.)1.3A&!.,)-*.)
K"%')&1)4)+$!:.')0&1')3.1'4$34%').L6.3&.%!.);"3)#4%()
GM)1'$5.%'1,)A&1&'"31)4%5)O"3#4%&'.17

3("4&$(.05%

&&&*+
!,$-

B/66/#$C'1+/*$2)&D$9&'("!"K"L)+538"
M6*<2."B"!4'.5)"%)2*4')241)"%!.)'*.)O4A()
Air Technical Training Center, the Jimmie 
Austin Golf Club has played host to 

multiple championships and unparalleled golfing exN
6.3&.%!.7)S');.4'$3.1)&##4!$04'.)93..%1,)!*400.%9&%9)
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Refine your putt and enjoy a relaxed day out on the 
!"$31.,)'*.%)1'"6)+()&'1)93&00)4%5)0"$%9.)'")9.')4)+&'.)
'").4'7))
?#1+E))@$2)&D$9)'-1#"!"$K99"N25-136-"M6*<2."
G2%.5)4%5)"6.34'.5)+()'*.)I&'()";)O"3#4%,)
/.1'2""5)&1)4)6$+0&!)!"$31.)'*4'C1)4!!.11&+0.)4%5)240N
0.'N;3&.%50(7)S')*41)4%)?UN*"0.)04("$',)4)53&A&%9)34%9.)
4%5)4)63")1*"6,)#4:&%9)&')6.3;.!');"3)4)R$&!:)3"$%5)
2&'*);3&.%517)B"":)"$');"3)'*.)1.A.340)24'.3)*4T4351)"%)
'*.)!"$31.)'*4')#4:.)&');$%);"3)+"'*)!41$40)4%5)1.4N
1"%.5)9"0;.317)

!"#$%&'(&4,56
2#)-=#$4>$7'++)*$?/&@#-*#11$A,-;"!"%=$9"%$-@"
;<2'"7&.)<1!46.)'*.)*$1'0.)4%5)+$1'0.)";)'*.)!&'()2&'*N
"$')*4A&%9)'")0.4A.)O"3#4%7)<%P"()F$''"%C1)6.4!.;$0)
pond, open fields and winding trails. Whether you’re 
there to jog, birdwatch, fish or walk your dog, it offers a 
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catfish. It’s a peaceful piece of nature right in Hall Park. 
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A go-to spot for students and Normanites 
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it’s always fun at the YMCA. The Norman location 
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eight courts, the Young Family Athletic 
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the YFAC is the place for you. 
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Right on campus, Timberdell has 10 courts for tennis 
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choice when you visit the extensive fitness amenities, 
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With heated, restorative and grounding classes SPACE 
Yoga has a class fit for you. First time participants can 
use the code 1FREE to enjoy one of its daily classes. 
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proficiency and a relaxing experience at every visit. 
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you find the perfect pair of glasses from 
13&$*/2!/'1$/!$0/"'$/9+$3/2&4$O)13$)1%$

+&9$&,%0$/+#)+&$/'-&')+:$./'1,#6$0/"$*,+$
browse glasses and contacts virtually or in-office. 
5/'2,+$A)%)/+$N#)+)*$3,%$7&&+$,$#&,-)+:$.'/()-&'$/!$
&0&*,'&$.'/-"*1%$%)+*&$=>>L4

$./-%&01!).+,0$%-)
3:.#+&-1%;:$*-0.%9$,)*-1%"!<7E&2FE*!EB3=&2B>5
=38B55!,B8G=>P$Q,*B$.,)+%R$@./'1%D'&#,1&-$)+S"')&%R$
<T")#)7')"2$!&&#)+:$/!!R$UV$N&+1',#8%$1&,2$/!$.'/!&%D
%)/+,#$13&',.)%1%$&2.#/0%$1&*3+)T"&%$)+*#"-)+:$%/!1$
1)%%"&$13&',.06$2,+)."#,1)/+$,+-$S/)+1$2/7)#)G,1)/+$1/$
:&1$0/"$7,*B$1/$!&&#)+:$#)B&$0/"'$7&%1$%&#!4$
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$%&'

;:$*-0.%+,%8")+",!"!<7E&2FE*!EB3=&2B>5!
=38B55!,B8G=>.!Receiving the Norman 
Transcript Readers Choice Award for the 
7&%1$.30%)*,#$13&',.0$)+$5/'2,+6$V3&',.0$

)+$M/1)/+$.')-&%$)1%&#!$)+$.,1)&+1$*,'&4$W'/2$
*/+(&+)&+1$#/*,1)/+%$1/$*/2!/'1,7#&$1'&,12&+1$,'&,%6$
13)%$.30%)*,#$13&',.0$*&+1&'$.'/()-&%$/(&'$KE$%&'()*&%$
1/$&+%"'&$*,'&!"#$,+-$1)2&#0$'&3,7)#)1,1)/+4
<=6%3:.#+&-1%;:$*-0.!"!//H!I'BGF5B>!J82)*. At this 
!,2)#0D'"+$*#)+)*6$.30%)*,#$13&',.)%1%$X)220$,+-$Y)2$
Robinson serve the Norman community by ensuring 
&,*3$.,1)&+1$:&1%$,$.&'%/+,#$&;.&')&+*&4$U30%)*,#$13&'D
,.)%1%$1'&,1$,$2"#1)1"-&$/!$.30%)*,#$.,)+%$"%)+:$
1'&,12&+1$1&*3+)T"&%$%"*3$,%$*"..)+:6$-'0$+&&-#)+:6$
2/7)#)G,1)/+$,+-$13&',.&"1)*$&;&'*)%&4$

&(23-+1%34!-+,5%&+-
>*-&$%!+?$*%9:*+#)+-,%9"@,#$1+,A!"!%%/%!-*5&F=84!
J82)*. Grace River is a nonprofit organization with a 
2)%%)/+$1/$.'/()-&$N3')%1),+D7,%&-$*/"+%&#)+:$1/$,##$
9,#B%$/!$#)!&4$C1%$1&,2$"%&%$N3')%1),+$.')+*).#&%$,+-$
%/"+-$.%0*3/#/:)*,#$.',*1)*&%$1/$H1'&,1$13&$&+1)'&$
.&'%/+4J$
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6"*7-,%B$:-?+"*-1%/$-1):%>*"@0!"!0/%!
-=EE!?&+.$5/'2,+$Q&3,()/',#$Z&,#13$
['/".$%&'(&%$13&$5/'2,+$*/22"+)10$
13'/":3$.'/()-)+:$!,2)#06$*/".#&6$)+-)()-D

",#$,+-$.&-),1')*$*/"+%&#)+:$%&'()*&%4$C1%$
*#)+)*,#$.%0*3/#/:)%1%$,+-$#)*&+%&-$*/"+%&#/'%$2&&1$
0/"$93&'&$0/"$,'&6$9)13$KE$*/"+%&#)+:$%&'()*&%$1/$*'&D
ate a personalized counseling plan that satisfies your 
&2/1)/+,#$+&&-%$,+-$.30%)*,#$*/22)12&+1%4$
3$-'%B$:-?+"*-1%/$-1):!"!%#$@!K=EG*8!L283E*.$U&,B$
Q&3,()/',#$Z&,#13$%"../'1%$0/"$,+-$0/"'$!,2)#0$1/$
3&#.$+,():,1&$)+1&##&*1",#$-)%,7)#)1)&%6$#,+:",:&$
delays and difficulties with motor skills. After initial 
,%%&%%2&+16$U&,B$Q&3,()/',#$Z&,#13$*'&,1&%$,$*/2.'&D
3&+%)(&$1'&,12&+1$.#,+$)+$%0+*$9)13$)1%$2,+0$7&3,(D
)/',#$%&'()*&%$,+-$1&*3+)T"&%4$
!$2%!"-2%9"@,#$1+,A%4$*?+&$#!"!//:M!:;&'!()*+!
,-. Red Road Counseling Services strives to proD
1&*16$)2.,*1$,+-$)+(/#(&$13&$\B#,3/2,$*/22"+)10$
it serves. As a part of its wide range of counseling 
services, Red Road offers telehealth for patients who 
9/"#-$#)B&$,+$,!!/'-,7#&$,+-$.&'%/+,7#&$13&',.0$%&'D
()*&$!'/2$13&$*/2!/'1$/!$3/2&4$

$+6%0),%&%03
C+))1$%DE$%/$-1):%9$,)$*!"!/@M@/!N2&&E*!(O*!J82)*.!
Little Axe Health Center currently sees all Native 
Americans, Soonercare members and insured AST 
employees. Little Axe is proud to bring a new era 
of healthcare to the Native American community 
13'/":3$3/#)%1)*$,+-$&()-&+*&D7,%&-$.',*1)*&%$13,1$
,--'&%%$,##$3&,#13*,'&$+&&-%4$
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6"*7-,%3$2+-)*+&%D##"&+-)$#!"!:%:/!
P*=E&'FE*O!J82)*.!5/'2,+$U&-),1')*$
Associates serves the Norman communiD
10$!'/2$H*',-#&$1/$*/##&:&J$70$.'/()-)+:$

.'&2)&'&$.&-),1')*$%&'()*&%6$)+*#"-)+:$+&9D
7/'+$*,'&6$()%)/+$%*'&&+)+:6$+"1')1)/+$:")-,+*&$,+-$
immunizations. Norman Pediatric Associates guaranD
1&&%$)1%$2,+0$.&-),1')*),+%$,+-$.&-),1')*$.'/()-&'%$9)##$
1&+-$1/$0/"'$*3)#-4
3*$7+$*$%3$2+-)*+&#%"!:%;/!%#&'!()*+!,-Q!?72&*!/$/.
@&'()+:$13&$5/'2,+$*/22"+)10$%)+*&$=>?K6$U'&2)&'&$
U&-),1')*%$)%$*/22)11&-$1/$:)()+:$.,1)&+1%$3):3DT",#)10$
*,'&$93)#&$!,*)#)1,1)+:$#)!&#/+:$'&#,1)/+%3).%$7&19&&+$
%1,!!$,+-$.,1)&+1%4$U'&2)&'&$U&-),1')*%$)%$13&$.'/"-$
3/2&$/!$!/"'$,9,'-D9)++)+:$.&-),1')*$.30%)*),+%$,+-$
%&(&+$+"'%&$.',*1)1)/+&'%4$

&(11+4+-
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F"2A$%G-7+1.%9"11$A$%"H%D*)#%-,2%
4&+$,&$#!"!;::!REG!()*+.!W/"+-&-$)+$
1892 as the College of Liberal Arts, 
Dodge Family College of Arts and 

@*)&+*&%$.'/()-&%$\]$%1"-&+1%$,$9)-&$',+:&$
/!$"+-&':',-",1&$,+-$:',-",1&$.'/:',2%6$,%$9&##$,%$
&;1&+%)(&$'&%&,'*3$/../'1"+)1)&%4$V3&$*/##&:&$/!!&'%$
2/'&$13,+$̂ E$2,S/'%$)+*#"-)+:$7)/#/:06$*3&2)%1'06$
.30%)*%6$&*/+/2)*%6$./#)1)*,#$%*)&+*&6$.%0*3/#/:0$,+-$
."7#)*$3&,#136$9)13$&;1&+%)(&$'&%&,'*3$/../'1"+)1)&%4
>-11"A1.%9"11$A$%"H%5,A+,$$*+,A!"!%$%!-+!ABSC!?&+.!
[,##/:#0$N/##&:&$/!$<+:)+&&')+:$/!!&'%$"+-&':',-",1&$
%1"-&+1%$/(&'$_L$-&:'&&$.,13%$̀ $%"*3$,%$,&'/%.,*&6$
*3&2)*,#6$&#&*1')*,#$,+-$)+-"%1'),#$&+:)+&&')+:4$V3&$
*/##&:&$'&*&)(&-$aLK$2)##)/+$)+$'&%&,'*3$:',+1%$!/'$13&$
fiscal year 2024 and had an 85% employment rate 
./%1$:',-",1)/+$,%$/!$13&$KEK_DKb$%*3//#$0&,'4
>-.1"*2%9"11$A$%"H%I"@*,-1+#7%-,2%8-##%
9"77@,+&-)+",!"!:M@!-+!N2>C5*S!?&+.$[,0#/'-$
N/##&:&$/!$X/"'+,#)%2$,+-$M,%%$N/22"+)*,1)/+$)%$
'&*/:+)G&-$,%$13&$5/4$=$2&-),$.'/:',2$)+$13&$*/"+1'0$
70$%1"-&+1$,*3)&(&2&+16$/!!&')+:$%1"-&+1%$,$9)-&$
',+:&$/!$-&:'&&$.'/:',2%$,+-$,$.#&13/',$/!$2&-),$
)+1&'+%3).$/../'1"+)1)&%4$V3&$*/##&:&$)%$+,2&-$,!1&'$
13&$!/'2&'$."7#)%3&'$/!$V3&$\B#,3/2,+6$<-9,'-$c&9)%$
[,0#/'-4
I$-,,+,$%!-+,J"1)%9"11$A$%"H%52@&-)+",!"!H%$!
1=>!1E**&!T)=E.$d&-)*,1&-$1/$.'&.,')+:$1&,*3&'%$!/'$
K-12 classrooms, the Jeannine Rainbolt College of 
<-"*,1)/+$7")#-%$,+-$&+*/"',:&%$13&$1&,*3&'%$93/$
9)##$%3,.&$13&$!"1"'&%$/!$13&$:&+&',1)/+%$1/$*/2&4$C1$
/!!&'%$.'/:',2%$)+$&(&'013)+:$,$!"1"'&$&-"*,1/'$2):31$
+&&-6$)+*#"-)+:$%.&*),#$&-"*,1)/+6$@V<M$1&,*3)+:$,+-$
&-"*,1)/+,#$#&,-&'%3).4$
3*+&$%9"11$A$%"H%B@#+,$##!"!:$0!-+!A8BB45!?&+.$\]$
%1"-&+1%$3,(&$13&$/.1)/+$1/$.,'1,B&$)+$1/.D',+B&-$
programs including finance, marketing, entrepreD
+&"'%3).$,+-$%"..#0$*3,)+$2,+,:&2&+14$V3&$*/##&:&$
*/++&*1%$%1"-&+1%$9)13$)+1&'+%3).%6$2&+1/'%3).%$,+-$
3,+-%D/+$&;.&')&+*&$1/$&+%"'&$&,*3$/+&$/!$13&2$)%$
'&,-0$1/$%1&.$)+1/$13&$7"%)+&%%$9/'#-4$

(2!0).1+)+
;*+#)-,%F-?+#",K A forward for OU’s hockey team, 
V')%1,+$d,()%/+$7')+:%$-&-)*,1)/+6$3&,'1$,+-$&+&':0$1/$
13&$')+B4$d,()%/+$:'&9$".$,%$/+&$/!$=_$'&#,1)(&%$.#,0D
)+:$13&$%./'16$93)*3$."%3&-$3)2$1/$!/##/9$13&$%,2&$
*,##)+:4$c,%1$%&,%/+6$3&$,2,%%&-$_E$1/1,#$./)+1%6$9)13$
five goals and six assists. 
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I":,%8-)$$*K As the name on the back of 
2,+0$S&'%&0%6$%1,'1)+:$T",'1&'7,*B$X/3+$
M,1&&'$)%$B+/9+$!/'$3)%$&;.#/%)(&$.#,04$
V3/":3$3&$%"!!&'&-$,$3,+-$)+S"'0$,+-$

3,-$,$%"7%&T"&+1$%"':&'06$M,1&&'$#&-$13&$
@//+&'%$1/$,+$/(&',##$'&*/'-$/!$=ED_$,+-$,$̂ DK$@<N$'&D
*/'-$-"')+:$13&$KEKL$%&,%/+4$

=#-+-:%4-)$A,-%===K C18%$+/$%"'.')%&$C%,),3$@,1&:+,$)%$
13&$@<N8%$#&,-)+:$'&1"'+)+:$'&*&)(&'$,!1&'$#,%1$%&,%/+6$
9)13$̂ e$'&*&.1)/+%$!/'$>^L$0,'-%$,+-$&):31$1/"*3D
-/9+%$,*'/%%$,##$=_$:,2&%4$Z&8%$B+/9+$!/'$3)%$7#,G)+:$
%.&&-$,+-$B+,*B$!/'$:,2&D*3,+:)+:$.#,0%6$&+1&')+:$
KEK^$.'/S&*1&-$70$%/2&$,+,#0%1%$1/$#&,-$13&$*/+!&'D
&+*&$)+$'&*&)()+:$0,'-%$!/'$,+/13&'$%&,%/+4$
L$,2-11%<$11#K V,B)+:$13&$*/##&:),1&$%/!17,##$9/'#-$
70$%1/'2$70$%3,11&')+:$13&$%)+:#&D%&,%/+$!'&%32,+$
3/2&$'"+$'&*/'-$9)13$_>$7#,%1%$#,%1$0&,'6$Y&+-,##$
O&##%$&,'+&-$3&'$5,1)/+,#$W,%1.)1*3$N/,*3&%$
Association and SEC Freshman of the Year honors. She 
%./'1%$,$=4=E^$%#"::)+:$.&'*&+16$/+&$/!$13&$1/.$)+$13&$
+,1)/+4$

*(-)!%35(15+6!
4,++'!(,403%70)%(3

=,)$*H*-)$*,+).%9"@,&+1K%]+)1)+:$=?$!',1&'+)1)&%$
,*'/%%$*,2."%6$13&$C+1&'!',1&'+)10$N/"+*)#$7")#-%$#&,-D
&'%$93/$,'&$)+(/#(&-$)+$,*,-&2)*%6$.3)#,+13'/.0$,+-$
*,2."%$#)!&4$CWN$2&27&'%$,'&$,#9,0%$,1$13&$*&+1&'$/!$
13&$,*1)/+6$93&13&'$)18%$*/22"+)10$%&'()*&$/'$:,2&$
-,0$&(&+1%4$
8@1)+&@1)@*-1%>*$$'%9"@,&+1K%V3&$M"#1)*"#1"',#$
['&&B$N/"+*)#$)%$13&$3/2&$!/'$*"#1"'&D7,%&-$!',1&'D
+)1)&%$,+-$%/'/')1)&%6$*&#&7',1)+:$-)(&'%)10$,+-$%&'D
()*&4$@&'()+:$,$*/27)+&-$1/1,#$/!$==$%/'/')1)&%$,+-$
!',1&'+)1)&%6$M[N$7')+:%$')*3$3&')1,:&$1/$\]$13'/":3$
&-"*,1)/+,#$!/'"2%6$*/22"+)10$/"1'&,*3$,+-$*"#1"',#$
%3/9*,%&%4$
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;:$%6-)+",-1%3-,:$11$,+&%9",H$*$,&$K%
O)13$K^$2&27&'$/':,+)G,1)/+%$,*'/%%$
^^L$*,2."%&%6$13&$5,1)/+,#$U,+3&##&+)*$
N/+!&'&+*&$3,%$&2./9&'&-$)1%$2&27&'%$

1/$',)%&$2)##)/+%$/!$-/##,'%$)+$.3)#,+13'/.)*$
%"../'1$!/'$9/'130$*,"%&%$,*'/%%$13&$+,1)/+$!/'$13&$
.,%1$=Kb$0&,'%4$C1$%1,+-%$70$!/"'$*/'&$(,#"&%P$7&#/+:D
)+:6$*/##,7/',1)/+6$'&#&(,+*&$,+-$'&%.&*14

-)26+3)!(,403%70)%(3
+C+,'%=,)$*,-)+",-1K%)c)+B$C+1&'+,1)/+,#$7")#-%$*/+D
+&*1)/+%$,+-$7')-:&%$*"#1"'&%$1/:&13&'4$O)13$*"#1"',#$
-)++&'%6$#,+:",:&$&;*3,+:&%$,+-$%/*),#$/"1)+:%6$)c)+B$
3&#.%$&(&'0/+&$."1$13&$H3/2&J$)+$\B#,3/2,4$
MN%B98!"!/%$:!REG!()*+.$V3&$\]$Q,.1)%1$N/##&:),1&$
M)+)%1'0$,)2%$1/$3&#.$%1"-&+1%$B+/96$#/(&$,+-$:#/')!0$
[/-$70$-&(&#/.)+:$%1"-&+1$#&,-&'%$,+-$-)%*).#&%4$C1$
3/%1%$,$+"27&'$/!$9&&B#0$,+-$2/+13#0$&(&+1%6$)+D
cluding Renown worship on Wednesday nights and 
(,')/"%$*3,##&+:&$:'/".%4$
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3*$#+2$,)O#%C$-2$*#:+0%91-##!"!M$$!(5F!
()*+.$Q')+:)+:$1/:&13&'$%/2&$/!$\]8%$
2/%1$2/1)(,1&-$!'&%32&+6$U'&%)-&+18%$
c&,-&'%3).$N#,%%$!/*"%&%$/+$-&(&#/.)+:$

#&,-&'%$13'/":3$2&+1/'%3).6$*/22"+)10$
%&'()*&$,+-$%&2)+,'%4$M&27&'%$:,)+$&,'#0$,**&%%$1/$
*,2."%$#&,-&'%3).$'/#&%$,+-$!/'2$7/+-%$13,1$#,%1$9&##$
,!1&'$:',-",1)/+4$
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!"#$"#%&'()*+')&,-.#&"*!"#$%"&'"()*+",-'."
!"#$%&%'($')**+,'-&$.&$#/(01'23&$%1'
traditional Italian dishes with fl avorful 
/4(1/15'6(/7'".&8'9+*'2"#/(:#&'4($&'1&;

3&</("$1'"==&8&%'2>'/7&'2"//3&,'7?3=;2"//3&'
and tasting fl ights, it’s easy to celebrate your loved 
"$&1'"$'?'1@&<(?3'$(A7/'"#/5'B8>'/7&'1$"4'<8?2'<3?41,'
1?#/&&%'($'A?83(<;3&C"$'47(/&'4($&'2#//&8'1?#<&5
/0.-1")&,#()*+")&.%-.#&"!"/$$"01"23456"7)89:);."
Charleston’s is a top-tier choice for upscale American 
<3?11(<15'D$"4$'="8'(/1'1@($?<7'?8/(<7"E&'%(@,'@8(C&'
8(2'?$%'2?E&%'@"/?/"'1"#@,'(/01'?$'&?1>'<7"(<&'/"'28($A'
/7&'@?8&$/15'F$%'>"#8'C&?3'"=='4(/7'?'13(<&'"='@(&,'(='
>"#'%"$0/'A&/'/""'=#33'&?/($A'/7&'?@@&/(G&81'?$%'C?($'
dishes fi rst. 
20"*3,#&"!"#/$$"<5)==6+">5?1'."D$"4$'="8'(/1'H""$&8'
H4(83'?$%'3"?%&%'<7&&1&'=8(&1,'B7&'I"$/'(1'?'J"8C?$'
1/?@3&5'K&3&28?/&'>"#8'2(8/7%?>'/7&8&'="8'?'=8&&'B;17(8/5'
6(/7'/(C&3&11'?C2(?$<&'?$%'?//&$/(.&'1&8.(<&,'B7&'
I"$/'(1'?'2#<E&/'3(1/'8&1/?#8?$/'&L@&8(&$<&'="8'C?$>'
MN'1/#%&$/1,'.(1(/"81'?$%'J"8C?$(/&15
+.#40*5&".60,%)""!"@#@$"@A-B"C?6'"2&.'O"($A'
all-out for a celebration? Ranch Steakhouse is your 
C?/<75'B7&'7(A7;&$%,'/8?%(/("$?3'1/&?E7"#1&'=&?/#8&1'
@8(C&'<#/1'"='2&&=,'=8&17'1&?=""%'?$%'?$'&L/&$1(.&'
4($&'3(1/5'P/1'%(C3>'3(/'?C2(?$<&'C?E&1'(/'=&&3'3(E&'?$'
?21"3#/&'/8&?/'=8"C'/7&'C"C&$/'>"#'1(/'%"4$5'
20"*7'#)&,#"!"#$D"&'"()*+",-'."B7&'6($1/"$'@#/1'?'
C"%&8$'1@($'"$'<3?11(<1'?$%'7"1/1'?'7?@@>'7"#8'/7?/033'
7?.&'>"#8'4?33&/'/7?$E($A'>"#5'H(/'"$'(/1'%"A;=8(&$%3>'
@?/("'$"'C?//&8'/7&'1&?1"$,'&:#(@@&%'4(/7'=?$1'?$%'
7&?/&815'67(3&'/7&'4&?/7&801'1/(33'7"/,'/8>'/7&'@#33&%'
@"8E'1?$%4(<7'4(/7'?'!8"G&$'6?/&8C&3"$'!8&1<?5

$#5!-/&6((7
!.8.*9-")0*:;<-"))"!"E$$"C=F"C?6'.'6?$/':#(<E,'<#1;
/"C'I&L(<?$'=""%Q'H/"@'2>'-?R?'!8&17'/"'A&/'?'3"?%&%'
burrito, cheesy quesadillas or fi lling rice bowls that 
&$1#8&'>"#'@"4&8'/78"#A7'>"#8'?=/&8$""$'3&</#8&15'
P/01'?$'&?1>'4?>'/"'1/?>'7&?3/7>'4(/7"#/'7?.($A'/"'3&?.&'
<?C@#15'
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/0'46=9'1=>"!"(G5-*F56"53H)-*3+=: A go-to for 
many OU students, Chick-Fil-A offers 
<7(<E&$,'=8(&1'?$%'%&11&8/1'/7?/033'2&'>"#8'
@3&?1#8&'/"'&?/5'M8%&8'?$>'"='/7&'<3?11(<1'

S'=8"C'/7&'1?$%4(<7&1'/"'/7&'$#AA&/1,'=8(&%'
"8'A8(33&%'S'?$%'%"$0/'="8A&/'/"'A8?2'1"C&'1?#<&5'
/,%40*+")&.%-.#&)"!"///"I3G8-B",-'.'T"C&'/"'/7&'
world’s only all-you-care-to-eat Chick-Fil-A, along with 
9U'"/7&8'8&1/?#8?$/1'1&8.($A'1/(8'=8>,'2?82&<#&,'T?3?3,'
C&%(/&88?$&?$'?$%'.&A?$'%(17&15'O8?2'?'2(/&'4(/7'
>"#8'=8(&$%1'?/'?'@3?<&'/7?/'&$1#8&1'/7&8&01'1"C&/7($A'
="8'&.&8>"$&,'?$%'&$%'/7&'?=/&8$""$'4(/7'"$&'"='(/1'
C?$>'%&11&8/15'
?%'@#,)"!"E$$"C=F"C?6'. An ideal stop between 
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SOONER FAVORITES

Your pet plays an important role in your family,
and we are dedicated to becoming a partner

in your companion's well-being.

roserockvethospital.com 400 24th Ave. NW

Winner
2026

Loving Care For Your Pet
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JOIN 
OUR
TEAM
We are seeking students 
interested in:

OUDAILY.COM

OU
DAILYSales

Photography
Videography
Print design
Digital design

Reporting 
Editing
Podcasts
Social media
Advertising
Marketing

Illustration elements by macrovector (Freepik)

Start building your career with real 
experience in all facets of media. 
Apply at OUDAILY.COM/JOBS

NOTESWho?
What?

Where?
When?

Why?

reel
s d

ue

Interviews
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!"#$%&'()&*+,$-./&()&0-/-,
midfirst.com/sooners

!"#$%!&!'(" !"#$!"##)*!)$%(*!
(+#,#-+(!.%(./#',!&..)0'$1

!"#$"%&'()*
*Offer Information: Promotional offer is valid for qualifying accounts opened 9/1/2026 through 12/31/2026; is available in Oklahoma only; is subject to change without notice; is not valid with other promotional offers; and is limited to one per household. Offer not available to existing 
MidFirst Bank consumer checking customers or those whose MidFirst accounts have been closed during the current or previous calendar year or previously closed at any time with a negative balance. Accounts must be open and in good standing to receive an account credit. Must be 
age 17 or older. Account credits are considered interest and will be reported on IRS Form 1099-INT (or applicable tax form). Account openings are subject to MidFirst Bank’s approval. Account Information: No minimum deposit required to open accounts in a banking center. Accounts 
opened online require $100 minimum deposit to open. Accounts closed within 90 days of opening may forfeit the amount equal to the promotional account credit received. Checking Offer: To receive $300, customer must open an eligible checking account and have direct deposits 
totaling $1,000 or more made to their new account within 90 days of account opening. Direct deposits must be electronic deposits of the account owner’s paycheck, pension or government benefits (such as Social Security). Electronic deposits made from one consumer account to 
another, such as Zelle+, PayPal+, or Venmo+ or small-dollar verification transactions, do not qualify. !"#$%&'(%))'*#'$#+,-%&#$'%.&,'&/#'.#('011,2.&'(%&/%.'34'$05-'06&#"'7##&%.8'&/#'1/#19%.8'"#:2%"#7#.&; Checking Offer Eligible Account Types: Offer is available on most consumer checking 
accounts. The following accounts are not eligible: Student, Broncho/Broncho Solution, Cowboy, and Sooner+/Sooner+ Solution Checking accounts. See your account disclosure, fee schedule, and rate sheet for additional information, including monthly service charge and a complete 
listing of fees and APYs. !"#$<"## Checking is free with eStatements. A $4 monthly paper statement fee applies if paper is selected. The paper statement fee is not charged when primary account owner is age 60 or older.
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NOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASINGNOW LEASING
FALL 2027 - 2028

FURNISHED APARTMENTS PERFECT FOR OU STUDENTS!
Resort-Style Pool with Sun Deck
Walking Distance to OU
Pet-Friendly Facilities and Dog Park
24/7 Social Lounge with Coffee Machine

Business Center with Computers and Printing
Gated Community with Secure Entrance
State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
Outdoor Grills and Dining Area

Call or Visit to Learn More
(405) 445-1172

MILLENNIUMOK.COM
900 E. LINDSEY ST.
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New development may change Norman’s landscape, but 
the city’s character is shaped by something harder to measure: 
local businesses, traditions and gathering places that bring 
people together.

For Bonnie Amspacher, owner of The Diner, Norman’s 
identity comes down to its small-town feel, local business 
scene and sense of community.

Many people who visit The Diner, a chili parlor and brunch 
stop on Main Street, bring old memories of Norman with 
them, sharing stories about what life used to look like.

The sense of community stretches beyond these shared 
stories, according to Amspacher.

“I think the best way to describe that is when people come 
in to eat, and they see other people they know, and they’re like, 
‘Oh, hey, it’s you. How are you?’” Amspacher said. “Or when 
you’ll be talking to a customer from a table, and someone at 
another table chimes in, and then it’s sort of like a conversation 
in the whole restaurant.”

With OU now in the Southeastern Conference, more out-of-
town fans have been eating at The Diner, bringing new faces 
into a restaurant where longtime residents continue to gather. 
This closeness is what Amspacher hopes Norman never loses 
as it continues to grow.

“I hope that it holds on to its … funky, local flavor,” 
Amspacher said. “I hope that (Norman) doesn’t expand and 
get so big that it can’t support local, interesting places, because 
it’s when places get so big, a lot of times it’s just chains.”

Amspacher emphasizes the unique experiences that local 
businesses offer. She hopes that as Norman grows, it doesn’t 
lose the identity and community these businesses have 
fostered.

“I would like to encourage the people of Norman to come 
out and support independently owned local businesses,” 

Amspacher said. “I feel like they do a lot to make a place have 
a form of identity and build a sense of community that I think 
people need to be happy and thrive. It’s a lot of hard work, and 
we need their support.”

Norman’s identity is also shaped by the people who study 
and work here.
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ZSOPHIA TOWSON/OU DAILY
Second Wind Coffeehouse is a nonprofit cafe on Campus 
Corner that accepts donations rather than set prices.

BY KAYLEE HOPKINS •   KAYLEE.S.HOPKINS-1@OU.EDU

ZSOPHIA TOWSON/OU DAILY
Norman community members hope to keep the city’s local feel by supporting independently-owned businesses. 

Norman
today

How belief in community endures despite growth 

Dawn Solis, coffeehouse director of Second Wind 
Coffeehouse and OU literary and social studies junior, said 
that the variety of backgrounds and beliefs in Norman differ 
from what she experienced in her hometown. 

“It’s very radical to be able to see the way that people talk to 
each other and the amount of political activism that is in the 
space, even just at OU, but overall in the metro city area,” Solis 
said. “It’s very interesting to see the different ideologies that I 
come across. Even just having multiple religions in one space 
is very interesting to me.”

Solis described Second Wind as a “melting pot,” something 
that echoes the diversity seen throughout Norman. 

“We have different people … and that is what makes Second 
Wind such a safe space and such a great space,” Solis said. 

Solis sees the university as the central part of Norman, the 
thing that distinguishes it from other cities. Its influence can be 
seen even in the way traffic and business hours revolve around 
students’ schedules. 

“This very much is a college town,” Solis said. “I feel like 
there’s no way to get away from that.”

Solis’ favorite Norman tradition stems from university 
culture: “Boomer Sooner.” When fans walk around on game 
day, Solis enjoys watching them yell “Boomer” and “Sooner” 
to each other.

“That just brings up such catharsis in me because I grew 
up watching the game on TV, and now I get to be a part of the 
action now that I live on campus,” Solis said. “It’s a lot of fun.”

The university may anchor Norman as a college town, 
but its influence reaches beyond campus and the football 
stadium. 

Wess McMichael, owner of McMichael Music and co-
founder of Norman Porch Fest, said the university helps make 
Norman a cultural center by attracting artists and intellectuals. 
The city’s music scene also influenced his decision to move to 
Norman.

When he was younger, McMichael said he would travel to 
Norman to play chess with OU’s chess club. Afterward, he 
would walk around Campus Corner and listen to the different 
musicians.

“I was like, ‘Wow, this is really cool!’” McMichael said. “I 
hadn’t seen anything like that since I was in Austin, so I got my 
ducks in a row and I moved down here.”

The combination of artistic opportunities and small-
town setting continues to be a big part of Norman’s appeal. 
McMichael said Norman offers opportunities to experience 
“big city sorts of art” while maintaining a friendly, smaller 
community feel.

That balance is reflected in Norman’s music scene, 
which includes longstanding venues such as The Deli and 
Bluebonnet Bar, as well as newer additions like Opolis. 

Like Amspacher, McMichael hopes Norman continues to 
support local art and businesses.

“I would like to see it keep the small-town friendly attitude, 
not become corporate,” McMichael said. “Fight that urge. 
Keep it small and local.”

Norman will continue to grow and change, but it is not 
necessarily defined by its size or the number of students who 
live here.

It lives in conversations between customers in a restaurant, 
the diversity of backgrounds and beliefs in a coffee shop, the 
traditions that unite the city and the artists that bring everyone 
together.



BEST OF NORMAN

Norman arts fl ourish through community support, investment
BY KOLBY BROWN   •   KOLBY.K.BROWN-1@OU.EDU

KAYLA REINICK/OU DAILY
The Norman Arts Council was created in 1976 and has provided grants, scholarships and support for arts across the city.

Arts scene
soars
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Norman has dedicated itself to art and culture in the 
community, with a push for historical preservation, arts 
cultivation and education in the last 50 years. 

Being a university town is an important pillar of Norman’s 
arts scene, with students adding to the push for artistic 
creation and expression. Norman Arts Council Executive 
Director Leslie Nottingham said Norman’s involvement in the 
arts stretches far back.

“I think (art) always existed here in Norman, and I think a 
large part of that’s due to the university,” Nottingham said. “We 
get all these fresh thoughts, these really dedicated people who 
are into education and learning, and they come and they don’t 
just join the university — they join our community as a whole.” 

While the university has always supported Norman’s arts, 
Nottingham said there was noticeable change five decades 
ago, when the city began to form organizational support for 
the arts community. 

“There was a great push in the ‘70s for a lot of communities 
to start arts councils, and that’s typically when you see them 
cropping up across the United States,” Nottingham said. “It’s 
the ‘70s where these things are starting to get established. 
There’s a need that people are reacting to.” 

Norman Arts Council was one of those established, 
providing organizational and artist grants, offering arts 
education scholarships, supporting public art and developing 
and running MAINSITE Contemporary Art. 

Following the Norman Arts Council’s establishment in 1976 
came the guest tax, which Nottingham attributes to the art 
community’s growth. 

“It’s that hotel tax that really gives us our main tenet and 
gives us the core of our mission,” Nottingham said. 

The guest tax — paid by visitors on their short-term stays in 
hotels, motels and rentals — was first established in Norman 
in 1981, according to the council’s website. Norman Arts 

Council utilized this tax to fund its various arts programs. The 
tax has increased multiple times since its establishment: in 
2013, 2023 and again in 2026 to sit at a current rate of 10%.

Born and raised in Norman, Shari Jackson —  executive 
director of The Depot, Norman Music Alliance and producer 
of Norman Music Festival — agrees with Nottingham that 
Norman has always been a thriving arts community, but that 
the guest tax incited widespread involvement. 

“One of the things that really shifted the arts and made 
them explode over the last few decades was something that 
Norman, Oklahoma has that a lot of communities don’t, …  
the hotel guest tax,” Jackson said. “Creating that and creating 
a funding mechanism for the Norman Arts Council to be able 
to give that money to arts organizations trying to get up and 
running and create events for the community made it possible 
for some extraordinary growth in the arts.” 

According to Jackson, the guest tax increased production 



quality of events and advertising for arts organizations that, 
prior to the early 1980s, were more casual. 

“The formal part came with the money part. Before that 
it was a lot (of ) DIY, and we have this funny perception 
sometimes about free things not necessarily being as good 
as something that feels a little more expensive,” Jackson said. 
“Getting some money and being able to produce and being 
able to formalize some of the things in our art scene makes 
them a little more legit.” 

One of the most notable events within Norman’s arts scene 
is Norman Music Festival, a free three-day music festival that 
fills Main Street with tens of thousands of concertgoers each 
April. Founded by the Norman Arts Council in 2008, around 
13,000 people showed up to the inaugural event — showing 
Norman’s love for live music and establishing the festival as 
an annual event. 

Norman Music Alliance was created in 2012 with the 
intention to support the festival effort and local musicians, 
and Jackson was appointed as its first executive director in 
2015. Platforming more than 200 bands each year, composed 
almost completely of Oklahoman bands, the festival stays 
localized despite its massive growth. 

Downtown Norman became the Walker Arts District in 
2015, a certified cultural district for its dedication to supporting 
the arts, historic roots and events. 

In the last decade, Norman has continued to be an advocate 
of arts and expression with help from members of the arts 
community — including artist, musician, photographer and 
creative director of Uncanny Art House, Chase Spivey. 

Spivey has lived in Norman since 
2000, and has been heavily involved 
in Norman fine arts since arriving— 
helping start a co-op gallery called 
Form and Function Lab in 2009, 
around the time of  downtown 
Norman’s renaissance, with 2nd Friday 
Art Walks and Norman Music Festival. 

This arts renaissance inspired Spivey 
to begin creating marker on Mylar — a 
shiny polyester film — drawings and 
paintings, which have been featured 
at MAINSITE, Uncanny Art House and 
at an Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition 
Members Show. 

One of Spivey’s longest gigs is 
capturing promotional content 
for local bands. Spivey has done 
photography, videography and drone work for Oklahoma-
based groups Sisteria, rapper Jabee and his own bands — 
garage rock band Therogy and Ghost of Monkshood — as well 
as other groups on their record label. He was also responsible 
for campaign videos and a commercial for Mayor Stephen 
Tyler Holman.  

Spivey continues to explore the arts, recently venturing into 
theater as a cast member of Sooner Theatre’s “Les Miserables” 
this fall, his first time singing on stage since being in Ghost of 
Monkshood. 

Sooner Theatre has been a pivotal aspect of downtown Main 
Street for decades, as the region’s first talking picture movie 
theater and now as the community’s main performing arts 
center. The building closed in 1975 as the theater struggled, 
but was saved from demolition through community demand, 

reopening in 1982 as a rental theater space after restoration 
efforts. 

Sooner Theatre became a nonprofit organization in 1976, 
beginning its first busy season of shows in the early 2000s. PR 
and development director of Sooner Theatre Nancy Coggins 
said the community has been incredibly supportive of their 
mission, as they’ve now grown to two spaces on Main Street. 

“It’s not just the downtown community, the entire 
community of Norman. Everyone has been so incredibly 
supportive of the Sooner Theatre and our programming,” 
Coggins said.

This support is not just for Sooner Theatre, as Coggins said 
the community has a desire for cultivating a vibrant arts scene 
in Norman.

“I’m grateful that our community understands the 
importance of vibrant districts all over our city, and so the 
downtown district is just one of those,” Coggins said. “I’m 
grateful that it’s alive and well, and people are doing great 
things down here.”

Norman’s art scene is also inclusive. Spivey said 
collaboration across disciplines in the arts community in the 
city makes it easy for beginner artists to get their foot in the 
door.

“A lot of artists here work with each other on numerous 
different projects. There’s not a lot of infighting in the art scene 
here. There’s a lot of collaboration and building each other 
up and supporting each other, and I think that’s really cool,” 
Spivey said. “You don’t really see that in big cities as much, 
because … like in New York or something, you’re fighting for a 

finite amount of resources.”
Despite the steady growth of 

support for the arts community, those 
invested struggle with funding and 
exposure. Jackson said that when she 
was growing up in Norman, there was 
more funding specifically allotted for 
children to engage with the arts. 

“I’m sad that’s not the case today, 
because we used to take field trips 
and get on buses and go to all these 
fabulous places in town,” Jackson said. 
“When I first started my career in the 
arts here in Oklahoma, I worked at 
the Sooner Theatre, and I worked for 
Cimarron Opera and it was a great joy 
of mine to be able to welcome all of the 
third graders to see an opera.”

This loss of funding will have resounding impacts on 
Norman, according to Spivey. 

“Money drives the arts. Money drives the cultural heart of 
your city, …” Spivey said. “If you’re not investing in galleries 
and venues, then that culture that you love about your town 
will wither and die. So the only way to keep it going, the only 
way to keep Norman a town that we all love, is to invest in it.” 

Nottingham believes funding the arts is a reimbursement 
into Norman.

“The arts community supports 600 local jobs, and it’s a $36 
million economic impact in our community,” Nottingham 
said. “That’s just here in Norman. That’s not outside in the 
county. That’s just here inside the city limits, it’s a $36 million 
economic input impact and $6 million in taxes.” 
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East Norman is home to a variety of parks, offering 
opportunities for recreation, sports and other outdoor 
activities.

Lake Thunderbird: Lake Thunderbird State Park offers a 
range of amenities, from recreational vehicle and tent sites 
to boat ramps and picnic areas. Visitors have access to two 
swim beaches, equestrian trails, hiking, fishing, playgrounds 
and an archery range. Visitors can rent pontoons, canoes 
and paddleboats from Calypso Cove Marina and jet skis and 
pontoons from Little River Marina.

Lake Thunderbird is also home to the Discovery Cove 
Nature Center, which offers various events throughout the 
year focusing on the lake’s environment and biodiversity. 
The center is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Sunday. Lake Thunderbird’s park office is open 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily at 13101 Alameda Drive. 

Griffin Community Park: Griffin Community Park spans 
110 acres and gives visitors access to disc golf courses, a dog 
park, a walking and jogging trail and playground equipment. 
Visitors can enjoy sitting at picnic tables under the pavilion 
or fishing at the lake. The park is home to a major soccer 
complex, featuring 22 soccer fields. Griffin Community Park 
is open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily at 1001 E. Robinson St. 

Colonial Estates Park: Colonial Estates Park is one of East 
Norman’s largest parks and includes walking trails suitable 
for running and cycling, disc golf courses, picnic tables, a 
playground area and a splash pad. Visitors can enjoy the 
natural surroundings, including creeks and wooded areas. 
Colonial Estates Park is open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily at 1641 
E. Lindsey St.

Northeast Lions Park: Northeast Lions Park features 
large green spaces, thick wooded areas and offers visitors 
access to disc golf, picnic tables, a lake and playground 
equipment. Visitors can enjoy fishing for bass, sunfish and 
catfish. Northeast Lions Park is and is open 24/7 at 1800 
Northcliff Ave. 

EAST NORMAN
BY KAYLEE HOPKINS   •   
KAYLEE.S.HOPKINS-1@OU.EDU

“I’m grateful that our 
community understands 
the importance of vibrant 
districts all over our city, and 
so the downtown district is 
just one of those, and I’m 
grateful that it’s alive and 
well, and people are doing 
great things down here.”
NANCY COGGINS, 
PR AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
OF SOONER THEATRE

JACK RAMON/OU DAILY
East Norman is home to multiple fishing and recreational 
areas.
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Nobody knows what Norman will look like 20 years from 
now. As the city grows, local business owners, community 
organizations and city leaders are discussing how the city 
should adapt to protect the community. 

For some, that future starts downtown.
The Walker Arts District thrives partly because of the arts 

and community, but Sereta Wilson, owner of Yellow Dog 
Coffee Co., thinks the area could become more accessible. 

Wilson envisions a downtown with more residences, car-
free mobility and a more robust bus system. This year, Gray 
Street became a two-way road, something Wilson said could 
happen to Main Street. 

Multiple cities have restored two-way street designs. 
Advocates cite reduced pedestrian accidents, speeding and 
motor vehicle crashes, as well as increased pedestrian traffic 
and a decrease in business vacancies. 

Theron Jessop, co-owner of Juliette Oyster Bar and 
Steakhouse, describes the need to protect Norman’s unique 
downtown business ecosystem. 

“Main streets and downtowns are a dying dream. 
Nobody wants to be down there and none of the buildings 
can stay open. So I think that it’s rare that we have so many 
businesses in this area, …” Jessop said. “Hopefully it’ll just keep 
expanding.” 

Jordan Cramer has watched local restaurants come and go 
as the city expands. As a Chamber of Commerce member, he 
likes to see small businesses succeed. 

“It breaks my heart when I see a small business come in and 
have a great neighborhood around them, and then they pop 
up and then go out of business,” Cramer said. 

He believes those closures are driven by a lack of 
information. Cramer is developing “Norman Connect” to 
connect residents and local businesses with their council 
member and help nonprofits work together to better serve the 
community.

Scott Martin, Norman Chamber of Commerce president 
and CEO, said that as utilities, insurance and property taxes 
rise, businesses on thin margins can struggle to balance those 
costs while paying employees a fair wage. 

Martin said the city can control permitting and inspection 
costs and believes it is trying to reduce them, but difficulties 
remain. Martin said the chamber regularly talks to Norman 
City Council, advocating for policies that keep prices lower for 
small businesses. 

“In today’s world, businesses have choices just like people 
do. You can kind of go wherever you want to, so you want to 
create a climate that is very welcoming and attractive for 

businesses and families to be at,” Martin said. 
Cramer said he hopes a data center is built in Norman, as it 

could make the city more affordable through deals that help 
pay residents’ property taxes, fund schools and bring jobs.

But Norman’s future is not just about its growth. For some, 
it’s about where that growth stops. 

While much of the city expands, Ward 5 Councilmember 
Trey Kirby advocates for the protection of Norman’s 
watershed, fighting development of East Norman. 

He said he believes watershed preservation will come from 
banning data centers in Norman, opposing Cramer’s stance 
that a data center would make the city more affordable. 

The South Extension Turnpike is expected to be complete 
by 2034, and Kirby fears it will invite development to East 
Norman.

“Every big city at some point in time stopped and left a 
pretty good-sized green space for people to be able to go 
and enjoy nature, …” Kirby said. “At the end of the day, we’re 
going to have development all the way around us. We need 
to start looking at that Lake Thunderbird area as our green 
space. That’s always going to be a green space for all the future 
generations.” 

Wilson believes developing Downtown Norman will 
protect rural areas and the water supply — a stance she held 
as a former city council member. 

The debate over growth comes as residents and 
organizations face another challenge: affordability.

Mike Butler, executive director of Mission Norman, said 
hunger crises are getting worse. Currently, the organization 
serves 600 to 800 Norman families monthly, but he said cuts 
to families eligible for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or SNAP, benefits have made it harder to keep its 
shelves stocked. 

“The inflation, the cost of groceries is so high. That’s why 
(there’s a) growing number of families that are coming here, 
…” Butler said. “That’s one of the challenges that we have, 
and we’re not government based. We’re totally (based on) 
donations from the community, and so sometimes it’s hard. 
The food comes in … and it goes out as fast as we get it.”

For Butler, food insecurity is only part of the problem, as 

he said the organization will need to continue supporting 
Norman residents facing housing challenges. 

Martin agreed housing affordability is an issue, but it isn’t 
unique to Norman. 

“Housing issues are nationwide. The cost of housing, these 
are not unique to us,” Martin said. “I would just offer that some 
of these things where we have control over, we should take a 
little bit more ownership over and chart our own path and try 
to set a different course.” 

For Wilson, building Norman’s future depends on creating 
a community for people to connect. 

She said she aspires for her coffee shop to be the heart of 
downtown, where activist groups, book clubs, bible studies, 
artists and musicians meet, along with its food pantry.

“We have become kind of the living room of downtown. I 
think we have everybody in here all the time, …” Wilson said. 
“Our goal is to provide great coffee, and be sustainable and a 
fair trade coffee provider, but also be a community. … I think 
we achieve that on the regular with just the different walks of 
life.”  

Loveworks Leadership, located on Gray Street, aims to 
support kids and create community in Norman. 

Kennedy Corbin, Loveworks community relations 
manager, said the organization supports middle school 
children who face challenges regarding image, especially in 
the age of social media. She said the goal is to build up kids for 
the community. 

“I think everybody’s kind of seen that there’s been a real 
big shift of younger generations going through and building 
community,” Corbin said. “Loveworks is a really cool place for 
them to be able to form a community built on principles that 
help them not only get to find people who are learning and 
developing as well, but also learning useful skills that they can 
apply beyond just their day-to-day in school, or they can take 
on with them at any point in their life.”

She also said that in Norman, protecting the community is 
a priority. 

“We’re a pretty small community, but it is cool getting to see 
how big and homey we can feel at the same time,” Corbin said. 
“That’s something I think really needs to be protected.” 

BY AJ COVEY   •   ALEJANDRO.M.COVEY-1@OU.EDU
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Main Street hosts many local businesses and restaurants that preserve Norman’s small-town feel.  

the future
Sketching

City reckons with growth 
while protecting identity 



PEAK BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

2405 PALMER CIRCLE, SUITE 100
PEAKBH.ORG/NORMAN | 405-561-7928

Peak Behavioral Health offers behavioral and developmental services,
including applied behavior analysis, speech therapy, counseling and
specialized support. It serves children, adolescents and adults,
depending on the service.

THE VIRTUE CENTER

2457 WILCOX DRIVE
THEVIRTUECENTER.ORG | 405-321-0022

The Virtue Center provides substance use treatment, recovery support,
prevention education and overdose prevention resources, including
naloxone training. It serves adolescents, adults and families seeking
mental health or substance use services.

OU Higher Education Prevention Services is a grant funded by the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) Prevention Division and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

UNIVERSITY COUNSELING CENTER

620 ELM AVE., ROOM 201
OU.EDU/UCC | 405-325-2911

Located in Goddard Health Center, UCC provides mental health
counseling, substance abuse support, crisis intervention and
psychiatric services. It also partners with TimelyCare, connecting
students to help 24/7. It serves eligible OU Norman students, faculty
and staff.

NORMAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

712 WALL ST.
NORMANBEHAVIORALHEALTHGROUP.COM | 405-579-7560

Norman Behavioral Health provides counseling and behavioral health
services addressing stress, anxiety, grief, relationship concerns and
other mental health needs. It serves children, adolescents, adults,
couples and families.

MENTAL HEALTH AND
SUBSTANCE MISUSE

RESOURCES

Scan for additional mental health and substance abuse prevention help.

YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL RESOURCES SERVING NORMAN AND SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES
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he said the organization will need to continue supporting 
Norman residents facing housing challenges. 

Martin agreed housing affordability is an issue, but it isn’t 
unique to Norman. 

“Housing issues are nationwide. The cost of housing, these 
are not unique to us,” Martin said. “I would just offer that some 
of these things where we have control over, we should take a 
little bit more ownership over and chart our own path and try 
to set a different course.” 

For Wilson, building Norman’s future depends on creating 
a community for people to connect. 

She said she aspires for her coffee shop to be the heart of 
downtown, where activist groups, book clubs, bible studies, 
artists and musicians meet, along with its food pantry.

“We have become kind of the living room of downtown. I 
think we have everybody in here all the time, …” Wilson said. 
“Our goal is to provide great coffee, and be sustainable and a 
fair trade coffee provider, but also be a community. … I think 
we achieve that on the regular with just the different walks of 
life.”  

Loveworks Leadership, located on Gray Street, aims to 
support kids and create community in Norman. 

Kennedy Corbin, Loveworks community relations 
manager, said the organization supports middle school 
children who face challenges regarding image, especially in 
the age of social media. She said the goal is to build up kids for 
the community. 

“I think everybody’s kind of seen that there’s been a real 
big shift of younger generations going through and building 
community,” Corbin said. “Loveworks is a really cool place for 
them to be able to form a community built on principles that 
help them not only get to find people who are learning and 
developing as well, but also learning useful skills that they can 
apply beyond just their day-to-day in school, or they can take 
on with them at any point in their life.”

She also said that in Norman, protecting the community is 
a priority. 

“We’re a pretty small community, but it is cool getting to see 
how big and homey we can feel at the same time,” Corbin said. 
“That’s something I think really needs to be protected.” 
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Main Street hosts many local businesses and restaurants that preserve Norman’s small-town feel.  
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