
Oregon School District

Tough 
budgets 
ahead
Board considers debt repayment  to 

reduce mill rate ‘rollercoaster’

KIMBERLY WETHAL
Wisconsin Media Group

 If a school district budget is a rollercoaster 
ride, and the mill rates taxpayers see are the 
slopes and valleys, Oregon School District busi-
ness manager Andy Weiland would prefer it to 
be the lamest ride ever.

The school board approved a preliminary 
budget of $68.1 million during its Monday, 
Sept. 13, meeting that it will bring to the dis-
trict’s annual meeting in two weeks, but will 
look to also bring another option to voters. 

Both board members and administration 
voiced support for finding a way to ensure the 
mill rate stays similar to prior years to prevent 
taxpayers from getting sticker shock in Decem-
ber. One proposal to do so is  increasing its debt 
prepayment.

“You’d be basically (leveling) the rollercoast-
er and it wouldn’t be as exciting of a ride – 
which is what Andy’s here for – it would just be 
level, instead of going up and down,” Weiland 
said.

The board could not vote on the proposal 
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 Village of Oregon

Bike and Brew gets partial TIF from village board
 Village will loan $55,000  

to get project started

NEAL PATTEN
Wisconsin Media Group

The Village of Oregon board was 
split on a set  of loans for a combination 
bicycle shop and brewery, with the larg-
er one waiting until its fiscal viability is 
vetted. 

Supreme Structures Incorporated 
president and owner Dan Bertler first 
unveiled the project to the Planning 
Commission on Thursday, Sept. 9. At 
the village board meeting on Sept. 13, 
project partner and the owner of Head-
Quarters Bar and Restaurant, Jamie 
Bush, requested two loans to get the 
project moving: the first being $55,132 
in upfront tax incremental financ-
ing assistance for soil improvements, 
and the second being a pay-as-you-go 

economic loan for $89,868.
The village board voted in favor of 

providing the upfront financing for the 
soil improvements, but is waiting on 
the economic loan until the project is 
assessed by an adviser at Ehlers, Inc., 
the village’s municipal advisers.  The 
$89,868 economic loan would be mostly 
used for the materials and labor to con-
struct the building, with approximately 

Rutland approves 
addition of fifth 
supervisor seat
Town Board ranks will expand in April 

SCOTT DELARUELLE
Wisconsin Media Group

Starting in April, the Rutland Town Board 
will increase from four to five members. 

The change, approved at the board’s Wednes-
day, Sept. 8 meeting on a 3-0 vote (Nancy Ned-
veck was absent), will add a fifth member to the 
town board. 

It is a move championed for the past few 
years by town chair Deana Zentner, who said 
it would help the efficiency of town govern-
ment by eliminating 2-2 ties on the board. It is 
a move that Zentner has promoted since a town 
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Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm • Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season 
NOW OPEN!
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Remembering  
a tragedy

Community gathers for 9/11 remembrance ceremony

Oregonians gathered on Saturday, Sept. 11, in the downtown area to 
host a remembrance ceremony on the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks on the U.S.

Police chief Jennifer Pagenkopf and fire chief Glenn Linzmeier spoke, as 
did Oregon Wellness Coalition member Deb Bossingham and Greg Graf, 
Commander of the Oregon-Brooklyn VFW Post #10272. The remembrance 
ceremony also involved a 21-gun salute and the playing of bagpipes.

A night market and music at Waterman Triangle Park followed after the 
ceremony.
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Photo by Eddie Brognano

John Deem, of Audio Contractors, introduces 
one of the next generation’s first responders 
at the start of Saturday’s 9/11 Remembrance 
event. The Oregon Area Wellness Coalition 
organized the event to honor the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attack on the 
U.S.

Inside

See more photos from the  

9/11 rememberance ceremony
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“Our family will take good care 
of your family.”

(608) 873-4590
www.gundersonfh.com

East Madison/Monona • West Madison/Middleton • Stoughton 
Oregon • Cross Plains • Fitchburg • Lodi • Black Earth • Mt. Horeb

Family Owned, Family Operated, 
Celebrating 97 Years Of Service
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