
Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm • Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season 
NOW OPEN!
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We are your one-stop-shop for fl ooring needs with 
a commitment to excellence for over 35 years!

Where great fl oors begin

200 W. Main St., Stoughton • 608-873-3535
2014 S. Stoughton Rd., Madison • 608-221-7847

Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-3
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AD Carr becomes safety director

MARK NESBITT
Sports editor

Oregon High School athletic direc-
tor Mike Carr will be the district’s 
transportation and safety director of 
the Oregon School District on Sept. 
13.

Carr has served as the district’s 
athletic director for nine years. He 
has also worked as an NFL referee 
for four seasons, starting as a line 

judge before working 
as a down judge the 
past three years.

Carr succeeds Marc 
Fink, who is leaving 
after six years in the 
posi t ion to  pursue 
another professional 
opportunity, Oregon 
School District com-

munications director Erika Munding-
er wrote in a news release to families 
in the district on Friday, Aug. 27.

The search for the new athletic 
director will begin immediately and 
will include students, coaches and 
community leaders in the process, it 
stated.

The director of transportation and 
safety director’s duties are to pro-
vide a safe and efficient transporta-
tion system and coordinating district 
safety protocols and procedures, 
Mundinger wrote in the release.

The AD position was posted last 
weekend internally and outside the 
district, and Mundinger told the 
Observer in an email that as of the 
morning of Tuesday, Aug. 31, no 
internal candidates have applied. It 
is open for applications until Sept. 
5.

“We will select qualified candi-
dates and conduct interviews shortly 
after that,” she wrote. “We will hire a 
new AD as soon as possible.”

District plans to include 

students, coaches, 

community in search

Carr
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KIMBERLY WETHAL
Wisconsin Media Group

Town of Rutland artists — as well 
as many others throughout the west-
ern and southern areas of the county 

that hug Hwy. 14 — showed off their 
work with a two-day craft show that 
spanned the county on Aug. 28-29.

Many of the artists were located 
at homes in the Town of Rutland, 
including Francine Tompkins and 
Karen Callahan at Tompkins’ Flint 
Road home, and Rob Igl and Alex 
Stehle at Igl’s home on County Hwy. 
A. The entire show consisted of 16 
locations going as far north as Sun 

Prairie and Middleton, and as west as 
Mount Horeb and Blanchardville.

Callahan had a large display of 
felted needle-work, including land-
scapes and figurines; on the other 
side of the garage, Tompkins dis-
played various art pieces, many of 
them being wavy art paintings that 
involved the flowing and swirling of 
different colors of paint on different 

14 South Artists take their 

art outdoors for county-

wide art tour

Photo by Kimberly Wethal

From left, artist Francine Tompkins and show attendee Mary Lou Martino discuss how Tompkins makes her art during the 
14 South Artists Outdoor Art Tour on Saturday, Aug. 28, at Tompkins’ home on Flint Road in the Town of Rutland.

Art on display

Forest Edge 

becomes first 

‘Net Zero’ 

school in state

SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Wisconsin Media Group

Even with classrooms at 
limited capacity, a lot of 
energy was generated in 
the inaugural year at Forest 
Edge Elementary School 
– both from students and 
from the building’s ener-
gy-efficient design.

After a year of operation, 
the building itself has gen-
erated as much energy as 
it used, and on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, it officially became 
the first Net Zero Energy 
(NZE) school in Wisconsin.

The building — which 
was the main item in a $47 
million referendum in 2018 
— combines solar panels, 
geothermal heating and 
cooling and a battery sys-
tem with other modern fea-
tures for energy sustainabil-
ity and features educational 
materials explaining how it 
does so.

Geothermal, solar 

and battery ensure 

building produces as 

much energy 

as it uses
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Woodworking earns 
Eagle his wings

NEAL PATTEN
Wisconsin Media Group

Without Cooper King’s 
decade as a member of the 
Scouts, he would not have 
learned so much about 
leadership,  the Oregon 
High School senior told the 
Observer.

He has put those leader-
ship skills to the test as a 
three-sport athlete on the 
varsity football, wrestling 
and track teams.

And to get to the rank of 
Eagle Scout, King needed 
to complete a project that 
would be the culmination of 
all his leadership skills put 
into one thing, he told the 
Observer on Friday, Aug. 6.

Thus, he settled on an 
idea to build paint message 
boards at Prairie Mound 
Cemetery. The three boards 
will become a place the city 
can put a map and directo-
ry of the headstones and 
memorials in the cemetery.

“The main purpose is a 
list of people and where 
they’re located around the 
cemetery,” King said. “It’s a 
good idea to have a catalog 
of who is in the cemetery 
with a map and names.”

Eagle Scout projects are 
typically designed to ben-
efit the Scout’s community 
or local wildlife, he not-
ed. And King had a former 
connection with Prairie 
Mound Cemetery on North 
Main Street.

Back in 2018, he helped 
O r e g o n  E a g l e  S c o u t 
Andrew Palmer clean and 
level 30 headstones there.

“I always drive past and 
look and say, ‘Hey I helped 
clean that, helped maintain 

Cooper King’s Eagle 

Scout project to add 

maps, directories 

to Prairie Mound 

Cemetery
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