
Iron woman
Oregon’s Becky Berkan 

prepares for first 

Ironman at 40

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Wisconsin Media Group

“She has inspired many 
on the team to work hard to 
honor the goals you set, no 
matter the circumstances,” 
Bush wrote the Observer 
in an email last week. “She 
works hard on the front 
lines of the pandemic and 
has maintained a tough (and 
mostly solo) training sched-
ule to be very ready to race. 

“She is a tough woman 
and I believe an inspiration, 
especially girls and women 
who wonder if they can jug-
gle it all.”

When Becky Berkan is 
swimming, biking and run-
ning nearly 150 miles on 
Sunday, it will probably be 
like a stroll in a cool breeze, 
compared  with her day job. 

For the past 20 years 
, the Oregon native has 
worked as an ER nurse in 
Madison, which has includ-
ed helping out in the ICU 
units since the COVID-19 
pandemic hit last March. 
With a young family and a 
stressful work environment, 
somehow she’s found time 
and energy to train for the 
Ironman Wisconsin triath-
lon, set to cover 140.6 miles 
around Dane County on 
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Village of Oregon

Bicycle-focused brewery, new cafe proposed
Concept plans will come before 

Sept. 9 Planning Commission 

meeting

NEAL PATTEN

Wisconsin Media Group

More dining out choices could be 
coming to Oregon.

The Village of Oregon’s Plan Com-
mission is set to review two restau-
rant concept plans, one for a combo 
brewery and bicycle shop in a new 
building on Concord Drive, and the 
other a renovation of a North Main 

Street building for a cafe, both with 
a drive-thru.

The Planning Commission’s next 
meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 9, and will be held 
in-person at Village Hall, 117 Spring 
St. Masks will be required based on 
Public Health Madison and Dane 
County mandates, as well as Village 
of Oregon’s requirement that was 
passed last month.

Bike and Brew, the brewery with a 
restaraunt and bicycle shop, is being 
proposed at a site on the east end of 
Headquarters Bar and Restaurant’s 
parking lot on Concord Drive. The 
proposed 5,800 square foot building 

would have an entry from Concord 
Drive for a drive-thru, the meeting 
packet states.

Renderings by Supreme Structures 
Incorporated included in the agenda 
packet show a covered patio, a tast-
ing room, and space for bike retail 
and repair. An adjoining dirt course 
for bike riding is also being proposed 
in a green space in between Head-
quarters and Kwik Trip.

The other new food-based business 
would be housed in an existing build-
ing.

That concept, a cafe that would 
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Remembering 9/11

Several Oregon area organizations have 

teamed up to commemorate the 20th an-

niversary of the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

The “Oregon Strong” event will feature 

speakers, ceremonies, family activities 

and a night market, to conclude with a 

21-gun salute to those killed that day. 

Inspirational  

athlete
Trainer Miranda 
Bush called Ironman-
hopeful Becky Berkan a 
“humble and coachable 
athlete” who gets the 
work done and has a 
positive attitude toward 
her goal. 

Pulling ahead
Brooklyn truck and tractor pulls return to Legion Park after a year off because of the pandemic

Hundreds of people 
returned to Village of 
Brooklyn’s Legion Park 
this weekend to see what 
their friends and family’s 
motors could pull at the 
annual Labor Day Truck 
and Tractor pull festival.

The event took a year 
off in 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
was brought back this year 
for three days of pulling 
competitions, food includ-
ing a pancake breakfast on 
Sunday and a kiddie tractor 

pull. 
An arts and crafts fair 

that usually runs the same 
weekend as the truck and 
tractor pulls was also held 
a few blocks away at the 
Brooklyn Community 
Center.

St. John’s celebrates  
125 years
As congregation ages, 

members look for new 

energy

NEAL PATTEN

Wisconsin Media Group

When Karen Kreul and 
her husband , Royce, joined 
St. John’s Lutheran church 
in 1971, the pair were on 
their way to his interview 
for a local teaching job.

E v e n  t h o u g h  R o y c e 
hadn’t been offered the 
job yet,  let  alone been 
interviewed for it, it was 
important for them to have 

a church to go to if they 
moved to the community.

The pastor of St. John’s 
just so happened to go to 
the same college as Royce, 
and the Kreuls took that as 
a good sign and became 
members. 

In the 50 years since then, 
Karen has volunteered on 
several committees for the 
church, including   a build-
ing renovation committee 
that oversaw constructing 
new windows in the sanc-
tuary to brighten the space, 
which was completed this 
year.   She has also been the 
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Photo by Eddie Brognano

One of many youth volunteers lines up a tractor at the starting line for the kids’ pull. 

“Our family will take good care 
of your family.”

(608) 873-4590
www.gundersonfh.com              

East Madison/Monona • West Madison/Middleton • Mt. Horeb 
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Family Owned, Family Operated, 
Celebrating 97 Years Of Service

Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm • Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season 
NOW OPEN!
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On the web

See more photos on Page 12 and

ConnectOregonWI.com.


