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WELCOME
TO THE FAIR

Come one,
come all

I T'S THAT TIME OF YEAR

again when we dust off our

boots and compete against
our neighbors in all sorts of
animal, craft, cooking and
what-not contests at the Okan-
ogan County Fair.

The Okanogan County Fair
Advisory Committee would
like to take this opportunity to
invite everyone to join us at our
79th annual fair, Sept. 10-13.

Like many, we look forward
to the fair all year long and
can’t wait for the weekend
after Labor Day to roll around
so we can see all of the exhibi-
tors show and compete in their
events, take in some rodeo
action, stroll the vendors in the
Agriplex, catch a show on the
stage, indulge in the food court
and visit with our friends and
family who come to our fair.

Weekend entertainers
include magician Jeff Evans,
Roy Todd Jackson and Friends,
Sagebrush Gypsies, Raveling
Toad Show, the Company Band
on Friday night, the Bustin
Loose Band Saturday night, and
more.

There’s also horse racing
and pony relay races, rodeo
action at 6:30 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday and much more.

Kids’ Zone will feature
Vuelta La Luna Circus, mut-
ton’ bustin’ and kids games.

Avariety of new and returning
food and craft vendors will be
present throughout the weekend
too, offering everything from
hamburgers to handbags.

On Saturday afternoon,
consider supporting our local
youth by purchasing an animal
at the Market Stock sale and
on Sunday morning the Fur &
Feather auction.

We extend our thanks to
Queen Carly Pillow and Prin-
cess Autumn Wylie, longtime
supporters, sponsors, partic-
ipants, volunteers, barn and
department superintendents,
county commissioners, and
everyone who helps make the
fair happen. We feel it is very
important to enrich the lives
of our youth with these won-
derful activities and help them
make choices for the future.

As a reminder, we offer text
message notifications about
the fair. To sign up, text “Ok
Fair” to 888-777.

We're certain this year’s fair
will be outstanding, so please
consider helping us celebrate
250 years of Independence
and enjoy our “Farm Nights
and Fairy Lights.

THIS PIECE was written by the
Okanogan County Fair Advisory
Committee.

MRS.

PUMPCO.:

Septic Service
422-3846

Events run
Sept. 10-13 at
fairgrounds

HE BEST OF OKANO-
T gan County livestock,

produce, crafts and
homemaking items will be on
display this week during the
79th annual Okanogan County
Fair.

The fair opens at 9 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 10, at the
fairgrounds, 175 Rodeo Trail.
Admission will be charged
daily, with a four-day season
pass available. Children 7 and
younger will be admitted free.
The fair runs Sept. 10-13.

The Agriplex and grounds
between the barns will be
filled with commercial exhib-
its, while a variety of food
vendors will set up along the
grassy midway between the
Agriplex and the Arts and
Crafts Building.

A circus is among the new
attractions this year.

“We will be having a cir-
cus at the fair this year,” said
Okanogan County Fair Advi-
sory Committee Chairwoman
Laura Sorenson. “They will do
three 30-minute shows each
day, as well as kid's games.”’

The kids’ zone, south of the
horse barn, will offer mutton
busting and other youth activ-
ities. Special entertainment
throughout the weekend
includes magician Jeff Evans,
Sagebrush Gypsies, Raveling
Toad Show, Close Chorders,
Roy Jackson Band, Road
Dawgs, Night Riders, Hand
Picked, Powder River Band
and the Cash Duarte Band.

The Company Band will
perform Friday and Bustin’
Loose will take the stage Sat-
urday. Both shows begin at
8:30 p.m.

Rodeo action returns at
6:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. The open rodeos
include team roping, barrels,
saddle bronc, ranch bronc,
junior bulls, calf roping and
breakaway. Buckles will be
awarded to event winners and
saddles will be presented to
local barrel racing and team
roping winners.

Horse racing and pony
relay races are planned Satur-
day and Sunday.

Queen Carly Pillow and
Princess Autumn Wylie will
reign over the fair. A pageant
is planned Thursday evening
on the Rotary Stage, with the
coronation of the 2027 royalty
scheduled for Sunday at the
same location. Candidates are
Malorie Grimes and Wylie.

Thursday brings a full range
of livestock classes for rabbits,
swine, cattle and sheep. Youth
horsemanship, tractor driving,

o Septic Service
e Portable Toilets

e Portable Wash
Stations

AL CAMP PHOTO

Mutton bustin’ is among popular activities set to return to this year's Okanogan

County Fair, Sept. 10-13.

entertainment on the midway
stage and Okanogan County
Public Utility District demon-
strations also are planned.

Friday highlights include
poultry, beef, sheep and rabbit
events.

Saturday brings additional
livestock events and demon-
strations, followed by the 3
p.m. market stock sale in the
Berg Brothers Pavilion.

Fair activities wrap up

Sunday with various barn
awards and the fur and feather
auction in the Berg Brothers
Pavilion.

Fairgoers will also see
improvements around the
grounds this year. The build-
ings have been painted barn
red, while the Quonset huts
have been painted white to
help reduce heat inside.

New fencing runs along the
front of the fairgrounds to the

| FOR ALL YOUR TIRE NEEDS ‘

Alignments ¢ Brakes ¢ Oil Changes
509-486-9012

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. ¢ Saturday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
8D N. State Frontage Rd. ¢ Tonasket

S WORI

HDME & AUTO

=/AutolGlassi-iCommercial’s Residential

south-end parking area, and a
new service gate matches the
fencing.

“It may be a bit dry in places
at the fairgrounds due to hav-
ing fire crews staging at the

Beef '

Its what'

Fair showcases best of county

‘ JULIEBOCK PHOTO
A variety of animal and
static exhibits are planned.

AL CAMP PHOTO
Rodeo action is planned
at 6:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday in the arena.

TIM VINCENT PHOTO
The fair runs Sept. 10-13.

fairgrounds,” Sorenson said.
“There will also be a bit more
dirt around the fairgrounds
due to new water lines that
were put in.”

Sorenson credited fair-
grounds manager Nick Bates
with the improvements.

“Nick Bates, our fairgrounds
manager, is doing a great job
working to improve our fair-
grounds and make everything
better for the kids to have a
great time at the fair,” she said.

The fair closes at 3 p.m.
Sunday, when exhibits can be
picked up.

A full schedule of events is
published on Page A3.

METAL BUILDINGS LLC
 ENGINEERED METAL BUILDINGS

DELIVERED
& SETUP

Fruit Stand

BREAKFAST & LUNCH!!

B e 5

509-422-2444

Fresh Fruit & Veggies - Huckleberry Products
Espresso - BBQ - Local Honey - Beer on Tap
Washington Wines - Indoor/Outdoor Seating

((EP) :&W, JJE MON.-FRI. 10-5 | SAT. & SUN. 9-5
W"A 7 KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 4 PM

23090 Hwy. 20, Okanogan

smallwoodfarms.net
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En]o ‘Vhe Fairie

RADIATOR
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253 Robinson Canyon Rd., Omak
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***All times and events are subject to change ***
Thursday, Sept. 10 5 p.m. Roy Jackson Band (stage)
Adult lamb fitting and showing
9 a.m. Swine market class 6 p.m. Outdoor PUD safety demo
Horse halter class Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
Beef market class 6:30 p.m. Rodeo (rodeo arena)
Okanogan County PUD youth pole climb 7:15 p.m. Quilts of Valor presentation (stage)
10 a.m. Market goat and pet goat class 8:30 p.m. DANCE: The Company Band (stage)
FFA produce judging
PUD booth table safety demo Saturday, Sept. 12
M am. Okanogan County PUD youth pole climb
Lamb market class 9am. FFA livestock CDE
Jeff Evans Simple Magic (stage) Horse games
Noon Sagebrush Gypsies (stage) 10 a.m. FFA agronomy CDE
1p.m. Okanogan County PUD youth pole climb Small animal round robin
1:30 p.m. Little Beef Barn halter class am. Large animal round robin
Jeff Evans Simple Magic (stage) Close Chorders (stage)
2 p.m. Poultry confirmation Noon Best dressed rabbit
Mutton bustin’ (kids zone) 1p.m. Hand Picked (stage)
2:30 p.m. Raveling Toad Show (stage) 1:30 p.m. Little Beef Barn costume parade
4 p.m. Mutton bustin’ (kids zone) 2 p.m. Goat dress up contest
4:30 p.m. Lamb fitting and showing demo Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
5:30 pm Lamb fitting and showing 2:30 p.m. Poultry costume contest
5:45 p.m. Fair queen pageant (stage) Raveling Toad Show (stage)
6 p.m. Lads and lassies 3pm. Horse races, Indian relay races (racetrack)
Mutton bustin’ (kids zone) Market stock sale (Berg Brothers Pavilion)
8 p.m. DANCE: Close Chorders (stage) 4 p.m. Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
. Powder River Band (stage)
Frlday, Sept. 1n 6 p.m. Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
Rodeo (rodeo arena)
9 a.m. Swine fitting and showing Roy Jackson Band (stage)
Rabbit fitting and showing 7 p.m. Rabbit agility
Beef fitting and showing 8:30 p.m. DANCE: Bustin' Loose (stage)
Horse trail classes
10 a.m. Dairy goat class and goat fitting and showing Sunday, Sept. 13
Sagebrush Gypsies (stage)
1 am. Poultry judging contest 10 a.m. FFA apple bin races
Lamb fitting and showing Beef team fitting competition
Noon Night Riders (stage) Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
1:30 p.m. Little Beef Barn fitting and showing Roy Jackson's All-Star Band
2 p.m. Poultry fitting and showing am. Fur and feather auction
2:30 p.m. Sash making with fair royalty Horse races, Indian relay races (racetrack)
3 p.m. Road Dawgs (stage) 12:30 Mutton bustin’ (kids zone)
4 p.m., Queen luncheon 1:15 p.m. Royalty coronation (stage)
4:30 p.m. Lamb dynamic duos 1:30 p.m. Cash Duarte Band (stage)

Downtown Omak

KELLEY

LEE FRANK ACE

10 N. Main Street
509.826.5804

FAX and SCAN available

omak@kelleycreate.com

CREATE

Discover the Kelley difference!

Hardware

MERGA“TILESM,920

Art & Craft Supplies
Office Supplies & Machines

Drop in
and Check

509-486-2105

Reprographic Services
Blueprints & Banners
FAX & Scan Services
FedEx & UPS Services
So Much More!!

Best of Luck at the Fair!

Okanogan Tire Factory Inc.

1622 2nd Ave. N. - Okanogan
509-422-3140

Okanogan Valley

Concrete, Inc.
e Redi-Mix ¢ Crushed Rock

e Precast
g Serving Okanogan Valley
:I%'ﬁ'mr: for over 35 years

FACTORY.

2145 Elmway, Okanogan ¢ 509-422-3211
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Horse racing is planned Saturday and Sunday.

Rodeo, racing bring
Western action to fair

ESTERN ACTION Richter, who died in 2023 at
returns to the Okan-
ogan County Fair

age 82, followed the rodeo trail

as ayoung

this weekend with two nights man and
of rodeo and two days of horse ~ competed as
racing. a bronc rider.

Rodeo action begins at 6:30 His father,
p.m. Friday and Saturday. The Hans Richter,
open rodeos will feature team alsoran a
roping, barrel racing, saddle rodeo string =4
bronc, ranch bronc, junior bulls, when Richter Richter
calf roping and breakaway roping. ~ was growing

Buckles will be awarded to up.

event winners, with saddles
presented to local winners in
barrel racing and team roping.

Friday night’s rodeo will fea-
ture the Bill Richter Memorial
Saddle Bronc Riding, honoring
a longtime Okanogan Valley
cowboy with a lifelong connec-
tion to the sport.

Rodeo remained a major part
of Richter’s life. He worked as a
ranch hand, millwright and log
truck owner, served as a flank
man for Hyndman & Schneider
rodeos and later raised cattle.

Horse racing is scheduled
for Saturday and Sunday, with
pony relay races also planned.

Enjoy the 79th
Annual Okanogan
County Fair!

/ DR.GARY BRAMERp.os.

706 Okoma Drive
Omak
www.drgarybramer.com

509-826-2744
Creating Healthy Smiles

And Stock Up with Your Favorites

Deli - Bakery - Groceries - Snacks
Meats & Veggies - Beer & Wine

J)'L’)‘l
FRONTIER
*x+ FOODS ~ *

7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Daily
1204 Main St. ¢ Oroville * 509-476-9128
www.myfrontierfoods.com




A4 . September 9, 2026 The Okanogan County Chronicle www.omakchronicle.com

Fair offers live music, family entertainment

New, returning acts
set to take the stage

USIC WILL FILL THE
Rotary Stage through-
out the Okanogan

County Fair, with a mix of local
favorites, returning performers
and evening dances.

The fair opens Thursday
with a variety of entertainment,
including the Sagebrush Gyp-
sies, a trio offering a tranquil
blend of Americana, folk and
original songs. Karen Harris,
Sandy Vaughn and Lota Duarte
are each performer in their own
right, coming together to create
three-part harmonies. NADIA PEURANO PHOTO

The Raveling Toad Show also  The Company Band will provide music for dancing Friday night at 8:30 p.m.
returns to the fair, bringing
its blend of country, rock and
blues to the stage twice during
the weekend.

Thursday evening brings
Close Chorders, led by Jay Pat-
erson. The group will close out
the day’s entertainment with a
mix of classic rock, blues and
popular favorites.

Friday brings another full
slate of music, beginning with
the Sagebrush Gypsies before
Roy Todd Jackson takes the
stage.

Jackson, formerly of Oroville,
will bring an ‘80s music set

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Sagebrush Gypsies perform Thursday and Friday.

CLOSE CHORDERS
Close Chorders performs Thursday and Saturday.

Friday, followed by country - - .
music Saturday. He will return SUBMITTED PHOTO JEFF EVANS PHOTO Heating VbDAIKIN
Sunday with local guest per- Bustin’ Loose will provide country music Saturday night. Jeff Evans brings his magic Coo]ing
formers . show to the fair Thursday .
The Road Dawgs take the Friday night will culminate  the Raveling Toad Show before  at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Electrical
stage Friday. The popular with The Company Band, cov-  Jackson returns with his coun-
group, which performed at ering a variety of rock, blues try set. from the 1990s to today.
last weekend'’s Ferry County and country music. The popu- The day’s music builds Sunday wraps up the musical
Fair, blends country, rock and  lar local group features Casey ~ toward Saturday night’s dance  lineup with Roy Jackson’s All-
blues. Martin on vocals and guitar, with Bustin’ Loose, a local Star Band and the Cash Duarte
Night Riders will follow with  Randy Statler on bass and Kirk  country band featuring David Band, along with the fair’s roy-
a sound that has kept audi- Gildroy on drums. Sexton, Casey Martin, Brock alty coronation.
ences dancing for more than Saturday continues with Hires, Terry Llewellyn and Kirk The Rotary Stage will also
40 years. The longtime group Close Chorders, Hand Picked  Gildroy. host the fair queen pageant and
mixes kickin’ country with clas-  (bluegrass), Powder River The band brings a mix of clas-  a Quilts of Valor presentation
sic rock. Band (traditional country) and  sic rock and country favorites during the weekend. Comfort Is Not Expensive, It’s PRICELESS!
Stage entertainment schedule 509.393.6278
Thursday, Sept. 10 8:30 p.m. The Company Band Financing Available Same-As-Cash
am. Jeff Evans Simple Magic Saturday, Sept. 12 if Paid in 18 Months, 0.A.C.
Noon Sagebrush Gypsies
1:30 p.m. Jeff Evans Simple Magic am. Close Chorders
2:30 p.m. Raveling Toad Show 1p.m. Hand Picked
5:45 p.m. Fair queen pageant 2:30 p.m. Raveling Toad Show
8 p.m. Close Chorders 4 p.m. Powder River Band @
: 6 p.m. Roy Jackson Band
Friday, Sept. 11 8:30 p.m. Bustin’ Loose QQ N e' hbors
10 a.m. Sagebrush Gypsies Sunday, Sept. 13 9
Noon Night Riders ! ‘v -
3pm. Road Dawgs 10 a.m. Roy Jackson'’s All-Star Band : ;
5 p.m. Roy Jackson Band 1:15 p.m. Royalty coronation
715 p.m. Quilts of Valor presentation 1:30 p.m. Cash Duarte Band

We're not just healthcare
providers - we’re your
neighbors, your friends,
and fellow fans of a
good funnel cake.

Comfortable and High-Tech
Dental Care for the Whole Family!

Q BECK AUTO & RV

From everyday care to
big moments, we're
proud to be part of
Okanogan County.

DENT AL REPAIR CENTER

For ALL Your Auto & RV Repair Needs!

THREE RIVERS

: : ~ HOSPITAL
Troy Robeck, DDS * RV parts in stock « Auto and RV maintenance g o REE RIVERS
509-826-4050 - 739 Haussler Road, Omak MondayRieayE s Bl isi :
: d 7 Hospital Way Visit Us Online
Robeckdental.com 614 Okoma Drive, Omak + 509-826-4060 0 Brewster @ threerivershospital.net

OKANOGAN PUD

AT THE COUNTY FAIR!

* Youth
Pole Climb

Enjoy the Fair! | o,con nEII

— DRILLING & SUPPLY LLC —
Family Fun for Everyone!

_ Horse Races, Animal Exhibits, big and small, -
\; Art and Floral, Music and Entertainment,

Kids games, Vendors and Food... and More.. iﬁ PUMP | ELECTRICAL  IRRIGATION | SEPTIC TANKS .
: ﬁmﬁm’ré& 3'-{&&& m "‘"- = »‘“ —— SERVING NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON — *safEtv Traller
PO Box 31, Nespelem, WA 99155 Demonstration
) 7 Q) 2iBAiportRd ‘ 509-689-1212 ) )
A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative T \ Brewster, WA 98812 1-844-689-1212 Stop by the PUD Booth in the Agri-Plex for a
The power of human connections K 7 @ oconnelldrilling.com (| Lic. #ocoNNDL8622 schedule of events!
P —
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Two vie for fair queen title

WO GIRLS ARE VYING
T for the title of 2027 Okan-
ogan County Fair queen.

Malorie Grimes, a junior at
Omak High School, is seeking
the crown after four years in
FFA and five years showing
sheep at the Okanogan County
Fair.

“I'want to be more involved
in the community,” Grimes said
of her decision to run for fair
queen.

Joining Grimes in the race is
Autumn Wylie, the 2026 Okan-
ogan County Fair princess, who
is seeking to move up to the
queen’s title.

Wylie is entering her soph-
omore year at Tonasket High
School and lives on a small
ranch in Tunk Valley, where she
enjoys working cattle and riding
horses.

Wylie said her year as prin-
cess has been a dream come
true and that she is proud to
have represented Okanogan
County.

“I'hope you have the best fair
ever and I hope to see you all
there.” she said.

The candidates will be
evaluated throughout the fair
weekend on their portfolios,
interviews and stage presence.
Secret judges also will observe
how the candidates interact
with fairgoers and participate in
fair activities.

The pageant is scheduled for
5:45 p.m. Thursday evening on
the Rotary Stage. The new roy-
alty will be crowned Sunday at
1:15 p.m.

OKANOGAN COUNTY FAIR QUEEN | Facebook
Two girls are vying for the title of 2027 Okanogan
County Fair queen. Candidates are Malorie Grimes and
princess Autumn Wylie.

509-422-2658
Okanogan

#LEEDDE970K8

EES?& DUKE

EXCAVATING LLC

Fairgrounds grow W|th the years

By BROCK HIRES
The Chronicle

LTHOUGH THE
A OKANOGAN COUNTY
FAIR will celebrate its
79th anniversary this year,
its roots and traditions date
back more than 100 years.

In 1905, the first known
“county fair” was held in
Riverside with an estimated
attendance of 1,500. In 1913,
the Grange organized a fair
in Okanogan, which saw
2,500 spectators.

By 1916, Methow Valley
resident Frank McLean was
pushing for an annual county
fair, advocating for larger
countywide displays, agricul-
tural features, and benefits
for industries in the county.
However, it wasn’t until 35
years later that his vision for

THE CHRONICLE
A volunteer cuts lumber to build an animal stall ahead of
the 1964 fair.

In 1948, the City of Okano-  fair association an island on

a centrally located annual gan was planning to give the See HISTORY, page A6
fair became a reality.

A fair was held in Oroville
in 1946 and saw continued LaIan-oam POSLARIS

growth. The following year,
the fair moved to the Methow
Valley. At the same time, the
City of Okanogan held its first
Okanogan County Junior Fair
at the Okanogan Livestock
Sale Yard. According to his-
torical accounts, there were
more than 80 livestock exhib-
its, with the top steer selling
for 49 cents per pound.

skldaa

BETTER RIDES. BETTER RIDERS:
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www.shopxtremepowersports.net « 509-826-5771
1930 N. 2nd Ave. OKANOGAN, WA 98840

rand Forks
S
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- New Brocllures & lJp(laled llli0l’lllﬂll0ll
- New Souvenirs & Gift Ideas - Wood Permits

“‘:EIUII

401 Omak Ave., Omak
Located at Omak Eastside Park near the Stampede Grounds
1-800-225-6625 or 509-826-4218
email: omakvic@northcascades.net
www.omakvisitorcenter.org

OLD SCHOOL OR UP-TO- DATE ; .
e Sales — Reliable P i | A

rides - just what
you need

o Service —
Keeps you
running
smoothly

o Kentals —
Need a different
ride? We can
make it happen!

Detailing

Viset ws at
726 Okoma Drive, Omak
509-826-1000

Yovr fotend in the carbusiness for 19 years/
ciinrice ~rheavrenlet
sf= [HEVROLET

OROVILLE

REMAN AND RELOAD
226 Appleway, Oroville, WA « 509-476-2935

FALL SALE

ON APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

Sept. 9- Sept. 20, 2026
Price Competing with Big Box Store on all Appliances!!!

FREE Local Delivery With-In 25 Miles!
E B S T E 509-689-2131
W R Tuesday - Friday 9-5 « Saturday 10-3
FURNITURE

websterfurniture.com
y

332 Main Ave., Brewster 98812

Celebrating America’s

250th Anniversary

Discuss the issues

see us
in the
Agriplex

Ask
Questions

Learn How gyy
Gonsmutmna,
Republic wors;

OKANOGAN
COUNTY

_ REPUBLICAN ]

T~ PARTY>
Paid for by Okanogan County Republican Party, PO Box 3504 Omak WA 98841
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HISTORY

from page A5

the south end of town, but
the island flooded. The fair
association, with help from
the Boots and Saddles Club,
purchased the property where
the fair is presently located in
1950.

Grandstands and main
exhibit buildings were con-
structed in 1951, and the
name was officially changed
to “Okanogan County Fair”

The 1960s brought several
new buildings and features to
the fairgrounds.

The Grange kitchen was
built in 1960 and was the larg-
est permanent food facility
on the grounds at that time. It
was located where the annex
is presently. In 1961 the Com-
mercial Building was added.
It was condemned following
the 2021 fair.

In 1962, strong wind struck
and demolished the outside
of exhibit booths, and in 1963
the fair was almost canceled
after a fire began 10 days
before opening day. Eight
barns were destroyed in the
blaze.

“Okanogan and Omak
firemen had barely won an
intense struggle to keep the
flames from devouring the
entire fairgrounds when
county fair officials decided
on the spot the exposition
would be held anyway,”
said an article in The Omak
Chronicle published Aug. 29,
1963. “Volunteers moved in
promptly to help clear away
the blackened debris. After
looking into prospects of rent-
ing tents, fair officials by Tues-
day had decided tents would
not be needed”

In 1965, four Quonset huts
and hog, sheep and steer
barns were built. The arts and
crafts building followed in
1966.

By 1968, an administration
building (now Jones Hall) was
added, and a new horse barn
was built on the north end of
the grounds in 1981.

During the 1980s and
1990s, the fairgrounds saw the
construction of the Agriplex
and facelifts to several of the
buildings.

In the late '80s, fairgrounds
administration sought to
increase usage of the grounds
throughout the year. The fair-
grounds flooded in 1989, and
FEMA funds were used to start
a major facelift for the entire
grounds. Construction on the
120-foot-by-200-foot Agriplex
began in 1989, with the goal

THE CHRONICLE

A firefighter examines the damage to a livestock building destroyed by fire in 1963. A
total of six buildinas were lost in the blaze

of the facility eventually being
used as a multi-use stadium.

The country music group
Restless Heart performed a
concert in the newly con-
structed building as a kickoff
to the 1989 fair. The second
phase of the project (concrete
floor, heat and Annex) were
completed in the mid-1990s.

In 1990, new metal siding
was added to the 4-H, Grange,
and Horticulture buildings,
and matching paint was
added to the remaining 37
buildings on the fairgrounds.
Renovated restrooms and
show facilities were done the
following year.

High winds blew the
announcer booth off the top

of the grandstands in 1992, so
a new stand was built in a dif-
ferent location. The year 1992
also saw ground expansion,
and the parking lot layout was
revised.

In the following years, the
grounds saw general mainte-
nance and thrived as a coun-
ty-based celebration.

Through the 2010s, a per-
manent stage was demolished
for safety concerns and new
bathrooms were added north
of the poultry barn.

In 2015, the fair was delayed
by two weeks because of the
Okanogan Complex wildfire.

“The recommendation
to move the fair date came
after a nearly two-hour-long

;
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CAREY'S cuSToM

Custom Covers &
Repairs of ALL Kinds!

Indw.st/’ual/ Sewmq arwt aw'w
509-322- 5'I44 f

SNOWPLOW

Roxor

Financing OAC

Okanogan Truck and Tractor

2916 Cameron Lake Rd, Okanogan ¢ 509-422-33%90
www.okanogantruckandtractor.com
Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-Noon

Mahindra

Tractors

TOPPINGS:

astlake Produce &
Catering, LLC

LETTUCE, TOMATOES, ONIONS, BLACK OLIVES,
JALAPENOS, CILANTRO, SOUR CREAM

special Okanogan County Fair
Advisory Committee meet-
ing Thursday night,” said a
Chronicle article from Sept. 6,
2015. “County commissioners
agreed late last month to allow
a Type 1 (highest) incident
management team to use the
fairgrounds as a fire camp, for
up to 4,500 fire personnel, for
14 days.”

In 2019, a new 150-foot-
by-300-foot rodeo arena was
installed along with new race
rails. A new announcer stand
also was constructed.

In 2022, the grandstands
were condemned and
replaced with new aluminum
seating, just in time for the
75th anniversary. The new
grandstands were christened
with a concert by country

in 2023 and the Frontmen
(Tim Rushlow of Little Texas,
Richie McDonald of Lonestar,
and Larry Stewart of Restless
Heart) in 2024.

music legend Eddie Mont-
gomery of Montgomery Gen-
try at the 2022 fair.

The fair went on to host
concerts by Easton Corbin

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

OF OMAK

All creatures greatanddma[l,
we welcome them all.

Dr. G. Jai Tuttle

509-826-5070
Hours: Monday 9-5
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8-5
Wednesday 9-3
www.animalhospitalofomak.com

3 visa ) ~ careCredit

132 Columbia St.,
Omak

Lake and Country

m ®
'REIMAX

Need more room for

those fair projects?
We can find what you are looking for!

Rocky DeVon, Designated Managing Broker - 509-429-0150
Shane DeVon, Broker - 509-846-6874
Brice Fullerton, Broker - 909-702-9785
Jas Bains, Broker - 509-557-9000
Paul St. Martin, Broker - 509-429-2700
Mimi Stinson, Broker - 509-560-3111
Amy St. Martin, Broker - 509-560-0569

509-476-4444 - Cell 509-429-0150

1510 Main St., Oroville
emaii: raevon@remax.net
www.orovillelakeandcountry.net
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A lock back al past faies

- " =ETUCKSHTP The Chronicle’s photo files are chock-full of fair photos from
AND AIR PURIFIER T year’s past. We pulled a few to share with current readers.

SSOTHE LE.
b FOR 29 )"quER

An exhibitor waits at the
premium pay window in 1975.

- 4 Reading the fair program
Youngsters show their herfords in 1966. in 1960.

ol En NS

Entrants head down the stretch in 1966 chuckwagon races. The Arts and Crafts Building was a hive of activity in 1976

el [ARM NIGHTS [ TS o,
AA LA Pharmacy

1416 MAIN ST OROVILLE &)F AIRY LIG_HT 5 " 316 S Whitcomb Tonasket
(509) 476-4747 Ll (509) 486-9120

LAKESIDEPHARMACYOROYVILLE.COM

WhitestonePharmacy.org

Quality Care for Lange & Small Animals Since 1977.
Serwing the Greater Okanogan |falley and beyond!

A boy shows s prie- | We would like to invite all the businesses who participated
with us in the 2025 livestock market back again this year.

See yow ol The Fain!!

« Air Conditioned Boarding
¢ In-house Diagnostic Lab
e Monday - Friday 8 - 5:30 p.m.
e Saturday9a.m.-3 p.m.

Youngsters check out an
exhibit in 1954,

Denise Krytenberg, D.V.M. « Charlie McCraigie, D.V.M. (Equine)

o Alpine Veterinary Clinic

Masteréard 741 RiverSide Dl'ive L omuk L 509-826-5882

Canning judges get into
their work in 1954.
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Okanogan County Fair royalty

1960- Queen Anita Condon

1965- Queen Gail Hinger, Princess
Betty Orr

1966 - Queen Anna Reeves,
Princess Marcia Kelly

1967 - Queen Jimmie Sutton,
Princess Julie Campbell

1968 - Queen Vicky Halterman,
Princess Sandy McClure

1969 - Queen Denise Liebert,
Princess Toni Dammann :

1970 - Queen Leanne Loose, 1966

1982 1983 1984 1985
Princess Jeanne Agnew Anna Reeves Margie Hogan  Denice Laurie Cammy Bird Susan Cooksey  Teresa McLean Stephanie Laurie Denney Nevada Jenkins Galena McLean
1971- Queen Debbie Smith, Schertenleib
Princess Connie Shaw and
Fredde Jo Yockey

1973 - Queen Kelli McCaulley,
Princess Arlene Diebel
1974-75 - Queen Margie Hogan
1976 - Queen Nancy Fancher
1977 - Queen Cindy Bair
1979-80 - Queen Lisa Whitley
1981 - Queen Denice Laurie
1982 - Queen Cammy Byrd
1983 - Queen Susan Cooksey
1984 - Queen Teresa McLean
1985 - Queen Stephanie Schertenleib
1986 - Queen Laurie Denney
1987 - Queen Nevada Jenkins
1988 - Queen Galena McLean
1989 - Queen Cheryl Kosewicz
1990 - Queen Beth Witters
1991 - Queen Katlenia Tyrrell
1992 - Queen Jennifer Drader;
Princesses Lori Theis,
Michelle Hopkins and Jodi Landt
1993 - Queen Molly Dogne,
Princess Molly Noel
1994 - Queen Lori Swanberg
1995 - Queen Kasey Allen

A = 3¢’ P
1990 1991 1993 1994 1996 1997 1998
Cheryl Beth Witters Katlenia Tyrrell  Jennifer Drader  Molly Dolgner Lori Swanberg Kasey Allen Bonny Theis Polly Hayse Sarah Chambers
Kosewicz

i\@

1996 - Queen Bonny Theis 1999 2000 2001 2001 2008 2009
1997 - Queen Polly Hayse Shannon Janice Tibbs Sonia Mason  Amber Redman  Vicki Hammer Libby Baker ~ Samantha Davis Nicole Allen Devan Pfitzer Michelle
1998 - Queen Sarah Chambers Anderson Demmitt

1999 - Queen Shannon Anderson

2000 - Queen Janice Tibbs

2001 - Queens Sonia Mason and
Amber Redman

2002 - Queen Vicki Hammer

2003 - Queen Madison Ecklor

2004 - Queen Libby Baker

2005 - Queen TeAnna Stevens

2006 - Queen Samantha Davis

2007 - Queen Nicole Allen

2008 - Queen Devan Pfitzer

2009 - Queen Michelle Demmitt . O, <&

2010 - Queen Elizabeth Cleman 2010 2013 2014 2016 2017 2018 2019
2011 - Queen Bekah Thomason Elizabeth Bekah Callie Barker  Menzie Pickering Miranda Alexee Howell Brisa Leep Cora Diehl Shelby White Katie Keane
2011 - Queen Bekah Thomason Cleman Thomanson Cleveland

2012 - Queen Callie Barker
2013 - Queen Menze Pickering
2013 - Queen Menze Pickering
2014 - Queen Miranda Cleveland
2015 - Queen Alexee Howell
2016 - Queen Brisa Leep

2017 - Queen Cora Diehl

2018 - Queen Shelby White
2019 - Queen Katie Keane
2020-21 Queen Whitney Wilson
2022- Addey Christmann

2023 - Josie Fletcher

P Ve
and Fany Lights’

Okanogan County Fair
Sept. 1013

2024 - Lexis Duarte = = 5

2025 - Kara McMillan 2020-21 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 Queen 2026 Princess .

2026 - Queen Carly Pillow; Whitney Wilson Addey Josie Fletcher Lexis Duarte Kara McMillan Carly%illow Autumn Wylie 175 Rodeo Trail, Okanogan
Christmann

Princess Autumn Wylie.

COME JOIN THE FUN! ——r
OKANOGAN COUNTY FAIR Mt

THURSDAY™ SUNDAY* BARREL RACING

: ‘n_19- SADDLE & RANCH
SEPTEMBER 10-13, 2026 % BRONC RIDING

19th - TEAM ROPING
Annua 1734 BEEES  CcALF = BREAKAWAY ROPING

NIGHTS HORSE RACING

S RELAY RACES
KIDS HORSE EVENTS
& RACES

FREE KIDS ZONE
MUTTON BUSTIN
GAMES & CONTESTS

e GIRL SCOVTS - FFA
» HOME EC ¢ 4-H

« HORTICULTURE &
FLORICULTURE

e PHOTOGRAPHY
e ARTS & CRAFTS DISPLAYS

ENTERTAINMENT

MUSIC ON STAGE &
STROLLING ACTS

GREAT FOOD &
175Rodeo Trail, Okanogan & € cueszuine VENDORS

509-422-1621 ¢+ okanogancounty.org

.




