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GUEST OPINION

Welcome to the fair

again when we dust off

our boots and compete
against our neighbors in all
sorts of animal, craft, cooking
and what-not contests at the
Okanogan County Fair.

The Okanogan County Fair
Advisory Committee would
like to take this opportunity
to invite everyone to join us
at our 76th
annual fair,
Sept. 7-10.

Like many,
we look for-
ward to the
fair all year
long and
can’t wait for
the weekend
after Labor
Day to roll
around so we can see all of
the exhibitors show and com-
pete in their events, take in
some rodeo action, stroll the
vendors in the Agriplex, catch
a show on the stage, indulge
in the food court and visit
with our friends and family
who come to our fair.

This year we are proud to
present country music star
Easton Corbin live in concert.
Corbin will perform in the
rodeo arena at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day night. The concert is free
with fair admission.

Other weekend enter-
tainers include hypnotist
Gavin Hooper, magician Jeff
Evans, Roy Todd Jackson and
Friends, the Company Band,
the Night Riders, Nicole
Unser, Liberty Linklater and

I T’'S THAT TIME OF YEAR

BROCK
HIRES
FAC Chairman

more.

There’s also horse racing,
pony relay races, two nights
of rodeo action and much
more.

A kids’ zone will be new
addition this year, featuring
everything from a Power
Wheels derby to mutton’
bustin’

A variety of new and return-
ing food and craft vendors
will be present throughout the
weekend too, offering every-
thing from hamburgers to
handbags.

Come Saturday afternoon,
consider supporting our local
youth by purchasing an ani-
mal at the marketstock sale.

We extend our thanks to
Queen Josie Fletcher, long-
time supporters, partici-
pants, volunteers, barn and
department superintendents,
county commissioners, and
everyone who helps make the
fair happen. We feel it is very
important to enrich the lives of
our youth with these wonderful
activities and help them make
choices for the future.

As a reminder, we offer text
message notifications about
the fair. To sign up, text “Ok
Fair” to 888-777.

0

OKANOGAN COUNTY FAIR » SEPT. 7-10
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, Sept. 7

9 a.m. Market beef, horse halter, swine market Classes

10 a.m.

Goat judging and showing
FFA Produce Judging
Lamb Market Classes

11 a.m. Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)

PUD safety demo

Noon Jeff Evans (Rotary Stage)

1p.m.

1:30 p.m.

Karen & Gil (Rotary Stage)
PUD safety demo
Little Beef Barn halter

2 p.m. Jeff Evans (Rotary Stage)
3 p.m. Raveling Toad Show (Rotary Stage)
4 p.m. Liberty Linklater (Rotary Stage)

Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)

5 p.m. Arthur Keast (Rotary Stage)

5:30 p.m.

Lamb little people fitting & showing

6 p.m. Queen pageant

6:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

Lads & Lassies
Cat fashion show
Mutton Bustin’ @ North End

Quilts of Valor presentation (Rodeo arena)

8 p.m. CONCERT: Easton Corbin (Rodeo arena)

Friday, Sept. 8

9 a.m. Beef fitting and showing

Poultry fitting and showing
Rabbit fitting and showing
Horse trail classes

Swine fitting and showing

11 a.m. Lamb fitting and showing

We're certain this year’s Noon

A ; 1:30 p.m.
fair will be outstanding, so 2 om
please consider helping us p.m.

) 2:30 pm
celebrate because we're 3om
“Proud of the Past, Poised for p:m.
the Future.” [T

' 4:30 p.m.
BROCK HIRES is the chair- 5 pm.
man of the Okanogan County 6:30 p.m.

Fair Advisory Committee.

Mutton Bustin’ (south of horse barn)
Arthur Keast (Rotary Stage)

Little Beef Barn fitting and showing
Liberty Linklater (Rotary Stage)

Sash making with queen (Location TBD)

Raveling Toad Show (Rotary Stage)
Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
Lamb dynamic duos

Adult lamb fitting and showing
Night Riders (Rotary Stage)

Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)

7 p.m. Open Rodeo
The Company Band (Rotary Stage)
Saturday, Sept. 9
9am. Horse Games
FFA Livestock CDE
10 a.m. FFA Agronamy CDE
Small Animal Round Robin
1 am. Large Animal Round Robin
Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
Noon Best dressed rabbit
Power Wheels derby (south of horse barn)
1p.m. Horse Races (racetrack)
Little Beef Barn costume parade
Kid's cornhole tournament
Adult cornhole tournament to follow
1:30 p.m. Goat dress up
Poultry costume contest
2 p.m. Nashville Stars (Rotary Stage)
3 p.m. Market stock sale
4 p.m. Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
5 p.m. Gavin Hooper (Rotary Stage)
6 p.m. Nicole Unser (Rotary Stage)
6:30 pm Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
7 p.m. Open Rodeo
Liberty Linklater (Rotary Stage)
8 p.m. Roy Jackson'’s All-Star Band (Rotary Stage)
Sunday, Sept. 10
8 a.m. Cowboy church (Rotary Stage)
9 a.m. Sagebrush Gypsies (Rotary Stage)
10 a.m. FFA apple bin races
Beef team fitting competition
Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
11 am. Horse Races (racetrack)
Fur & Feather auction
12:30 p.m. Mutton Bustin' (south of horse barn)
1p.m. What4 (Rotary Stage)
2:30 p.m. Queen coronation

— All events are subject to change.

COMEFHE EQU AR HIE

OKANOGANICOUNT-YJFAIR!

It's all about SAFETY at the PUD booth!

Don't miss our

e Roll the dice to play our "Safety First" game!
Enter our customer drawing!
Grab kids' hats & coloring books!
Get efficiency & safety info!
And ask questions!

Thursday
11:00 & 1:00

www.okanoganpud.org

800-922-7011
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Fair showcases best of Okanogan County

HE BEST OF OKANO-
T gan County livestock,

produce, crafts and
homemaking items will be
displayed this week during
the 76th annual county fair.

The fair opens at 9 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 7, at the
fairgrounds, 175 Rodeo Trail.
Admission will be charged,
with daily and four-day
passes available. Children 5
and younger will be admitted
free.

The Agriplex and grounds
between barns will be chock-
full of commercial exhibits.
A variety of food vendors will
set up on the grassy midway

area between the Agriplex
and Arts and Crafts building.

Special entertainers
throughout the weekend
includes country music
recording artist Easton
Corbin, Liberty Linklater,
Nicole Unser, The Night Rid-
ers, hypnotist Gavin Hooper
magician Jeff Evans. The
Company Band will perform
Friday at 7 p.m. for dancing
and Roy Jackson’s All-Star
Band will perform at 8 p.m.
for Saturday’s dance.

A pair of local rodeo per-
formances are set for 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday in the
rodeo arena, and horse racing

is planned at 1 p.m. Saturday
and 11 a.m. Sunday at the
grandstands.

Queen Josie Fletcher will
reign over the fair.

A pageant is planned at 6
p.m. Thursday on the Rotary
Stage and coronation will be
at 2 p.m. Sunday in the same
location for the 2024 royalty.

Thursday brings a full range
of livestock classes for rab-
bits, swine, cattle and sheep.
Youth horsemanship, tractor
driving, entertainment on the
midway stage, Corbin concert
in the rodeo arena and Okan-
ogan County Public Utility
District demonstrations also

are planned.

Friday highlights include
poultry, beef, sheep and rab-
bit events.

Saturday brings more
livestock events, demonstra-
tions and the 3 p.m. market
stock sale in Berg Brothers
Pavilion.

Fair activities wrap up Sun-
day with an 8 a.m. worship
service on the stage, various
barn awards, horse playday
in the rodeo arena, and fur
and feather auction in the
Berg Brothers Pavilion.

The fair closes at 3 p.m.
Exhibits can be picked up
then.

Fax: 509-422-5002
scottb @ communitynet.org

SCOTT M. BESSIRE

Certified Public Accountant

Enjoy your county fair?

&

209 Conconully St.
PO Box 948
Okanogan, WA 98840
Phone: 509-422-6510

Creating Healthy Smiles

Dr. Gary Bramer, D.D.S.
www.drgarybramer.com

706 Okoma Drive, Omak « 509-826-2744

Okanogan Fair!!

Enjoy the 7 6t“

Annual

Exhibitors will vie for pre-
mium points, with money

premium book. The dead-
line has passed for entering

awarded for different colored  exhibits.
ribbons according to a points Premium checks will be
system outlined in the fair mailed.

OKANOGAN COUNTY FAIR '™ 52?;21?;‘;&2’;&?53?* W

Okanogan Valley

Goncrete, Inc.

:_ > Red| -mix ¢ Crushed Rock Precast
Servmg Okanogan VaIIey
for over 30 years

2145 Elmway @kanogan 509 422 3211

132 Columbia St.
Omak, Wa

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

OF OMAK
All creatures great and Amall

we

Dr. G. Jai Tuttle

509-826-5070
Hours: Monday 9-5

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8-5

Wednesday 9-3

www.animalhospitalofomak.com

£ CareCredit’

Making care possible...today.

Proudly Serwing NCW Since 7986

1.800.732.7442

’\

PLANNING

Land Use Planning
Civil Engineering

Construction Management

Mobile Scanning
UAV LiDAR Mapping

Offices in:

Erlandsen

SURVEYING ENGINEERING

Professmnal Land Surveylng

Brewster | East Wenatchee | Chelan

erlandsen.com

Enjoy the Fair
Have a Great Time!
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October 31, 2023
Appointments: (509) 689-3749

More info at brewsterclinic.org/primary-care

THREE RIVERS

415 HospitaL WAy, BREWSTER

FOR AGES 6-17
" MUST BE A MOLINA

INSURANCE
MEMBER TO
QUALIFY

VALID TILL




4. September 6, 2023

Okanogan County Fair 2023

The Omak-Okanogan County Chronicle

Hors

ORSE RACES ARE
H back at the Okanogan

County Fair this year
with multiple teams and excit-
ing competition set for Satur-
day and Sunday, Sept. 9-10.

Races are set to begin at 1
p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Further events before,
during, and after the races
will also put on for further
entertainment.

Saturday will see team rop-
ing and barrel racing competi-
tion for Okanogan County res-
idents under the age of 18 with
runs inside the arena between
relay races. Sunday’s in-be-
tween-filler will be kid's games in
the arena.

Other races, outside of the reg-
ular events, will be kid’s activities,
Walk-Trot-Run for adults and
children, gate races, chiefs race,
cow horse races, ladies quarter
mile, and more.

Memorial races for Kathleen
Maltais, Lona Fritz, and Fred
Leskinen will also be included
along with an accompanying
Empty Saddles presentation.

The races are also fully sanc-
tioned by the Horse Nations
Indian Relay, an international
organization headed by a council
overseeing races across eight
states, from Arizona to North
Dakota, and Canada.

Teams compete in large and
small scale races, from pow-wows

THE CHRONICLE

Horse races are back at the Okanogan County Fair this year with multiple teams and
exciting competition set for Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 9-10.

and local races to county fairs and
the Championship of Champions
in Wyoming later this month,
Sept. 22-24. The winner of the
championship race at the fair will
receive free entry to the overall
championship.

Competing for the local win,
and possible international
honor, are approximately 4-5
teams for the ladies and junior
groupings and an estimated 7-9

senior relay teams, according
to an organizer for the event,
Carol Sivak.

Finalized numbers for entries
and participating teams are
not yet set as entries for Satur-
day and Sunday racing aren’t
accepted until Friday.

Sivak said that local busi-
nesses and organizations have
once again made generous
donations through money and

Open rodeos p

OKANOGAN — The Okano-
gan County Fair will be home
to a pair of open rodeos Sept. 8
and 9 in conjunction with the
Okanogan County Fair.

Rodeos start at 7 p.m. Friday

and Saturday at the fairgrounds,
175 Rodeo Trail.

Al Parsons returns as

announcer.

anned

Fair admission covers entry
to watch the rodeo.

Rodeo organizers did not
respond to a Chronicle request
for additional information.

2112 Elmway, Okanogan - 9-422-42 |
Lisa Carlquist - Bryan Smith - shhomes@communitynet.org

ciinrice chevreonletr
s CHEVROLET » BUICK @

gifts, helping to make the event
all the more special and worth-
while for competitors to attend.

The sponsors have helped
in adding over $30,000 to the
pots, including $1,100 added
in both the 270 Open and half-
mile Open.

Races are included in fair
admission.

A new starting gate was
purchased through a safety
grant and the new barn is
under construction at the fair-
grounds. A finish date on the
barn is unknown at this time.

Havefun _
at the fair!. -

EESt‘Gﬂ Duxe

:GUEST OPINION

Enjoy the fair

HE SUMMER SUN-
T shine brings many

opportunities to get
outside and enjoy all the
Pacific Northwest offers. For
many communities across the
country, summertime means
county fair season. Through
the months of July - Sep-
tember, fair season is in full
swing, and communities are
coming together to display the
previous year’s hard work and
labor, triumphs and struggles,
traditions and values. When
you think about your local fair,
what comes to mind?

Delicious fair food, thrill-
ing carnival rides, or sweet
animal exhibits? There’s truly
something for everyone at the
county fair.

The first American fairs
were established as a place
to bring animals for judging
and interaction with the pub-
lic. This evolved into many
genres for competition and
different classes based on age.
This evolved into what is a
modern-day livestock sale that
often accompanies a local fair.

No longer can you only come
to the fair to show your animals;
you can also show your fruits
and vegetables grown in your
garden and many other skills
such as sewing, baking, can-
ning, and more!

Today, the fair is where you
can see all age ranges enjoying
each other’s company, sharing
with visitors, and exploring
energizing exhibits! To see a

T
Lees & Duke Excavatlng, LLC

Okanogan ¢ 509-422-2658
#LEEDDE970K8

young child stand proudly next
to their fair animal, explaining
the love, time, and effort it took,
is inspiring for those young and
old. These young agriculturalists
are passionate and immensely
dedicated to educating and pro-
viding a product for their com-
munity. They develop skills in
public speaking, bookkeeping,
animal husbandry, and many
character traits that come with
being responsible for an animal.

Similarly, you see excitement
and contentment from those
who have participated in all that
the fair offers for many years.

So, where do you come into
the picture? The possibilities are
truly endless. Investing in youth
through the livestock sale is a
great way to support a 4-H or FFA
member and benefit from having
homegrown meat to savor. You
could become an exhibitor your-
self by entering a photo,

Lego structure, or garden
flower to be on display. Often at
the fair, there are fun and engag-
ing shows such as live music,
comedy acts, and hypnotists.
Not to be forgotten, vendors sell
apparel,food, and gifts. And if
you aren’t sold yet... there are
often competitions, parades, and
giveaways that can be found too!

THIS ARTICLE was submit-
ted by the Washington Farm
Bureau.see the Washington
Farm Bureau Instagram @
WashingtonFarmBureau to see
a complete list of upcoming
Washington fairs and rodeos.

SNOWPLOW

Roxor
Financing OAC

Okanogan Truck and Tractor

2916 Cameron Lake Rd, Okanogan ¢ 509-422-3390
www.okanogantruckandtractor.com
Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-Noon

Mahindra
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Fletcher retlects on relgn as fair queen

By SERAYLA BENT
The Chronicle

S THE OKANOGAN
ACounty Fair approaches,

Queen Josie Fletcher, is
preparing to pass down her
crown. This year’s queen can-
didates include, Lexi Duarte,
15, Sammy Sherrer, 17, and
Izzabel Cruz, 15.

According to Fletcher, her

reign has been “absolutely
incredible,” and she has

give to young girls wanting to  seeing and meeting everyone,
run for queen in the futureis,  she saw how good of role
“follow your dreams, even if models they were and decided
you don’t think you're the type to try it out in hopes to be a

of girl to be running for queen, role model for somebody else
absolutely run. too.

“It is one of the best expe- All queen candidates have
riences that you could do for ~ had past experiences with the
yourself, you learn a ton and  fair, such as showing goats,
just never give up,” she said. showing horses, horse-riding

According to the queen, itis and more. A few queens also
also key to share your person-  shared their biggest influence
ality when running and to be ~ when it comes to the fair.
true to who you are. Duarte and Cruz reminisced

“loved every minute of it.” This year’s queen candi- on their grandpa’s motivating
“It has definitely been one dates are excited to be partici- them in regards to the fair.

of the best decisions of my pating in this year’s fair. For Sherrer, there was no

life,” Fletcher said. Duarte said she’s always specific influence other than

During her time as queen,
Fletcher was fortunate
enough to participate in “so
many things and events.”

She has traveled to
Ellensburg, Methow, Oro-
ville, Tonasket, Omak and
Okanogan.

While reminiscing,

wanted to run for fair queen.  her friends who she would
“When I was little I would hang out at the fair with grow-
watch the older girls and ing up and a few previous fair
always looked up to them and  queens.
I want to be that for someone While participating in this
else,” she said. year’s county fair, candidates
Throughout 17-year-old hope to bring smiles to people
Sammy Sherrer’s years in the  faces, get rid of some stage
fair, she has always looked up  nerves, be good role models
Fletcher added that attend- to the royalty and enjoyed the = and motivate other girls to run.
ing events and interacting ; ' fair. A queen pageant is planned
with the kids will be one of ' . & . Sherrer was lucky enough  at 6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 7, on
the things she will miss the : \ - | to know some of the past the Rotary Stage. The candi-
most as queen, along with PR \‘\.}3 : queens which, “was a bonus,”  dates will be asked a variety of
the rodeos. - R, ey e o she said. questions and share prepared
The year-long reign has SERAYLA BENT | The Chronicle  As a child, Sherrer enjoyed  speeches.
brought Fletcher to gain new lzzabel Cruz (from left), Lexi Duarte and Summer Sherrer (right) are seeking the 2024 the fair and wants to be able to The 2024 Okanogan County
experiences, one in particu-  fair queen crown. Also pictured is this year's Okanogan County Fair Queen Josie Fletcher.  help build and bring more to ~ Fair queen will be crowned

lar regarding her “poise and the Okanogan County Fair. during a coronation ceremony
grace” she now carries with “I had a lot of people that  to an end, Fletcher is happy  experience. Cruz said she was hesitant ~ at 2 p.m. Sunday on the Rotary
her, as she used to be shy doubted me, but it only that that she was granted this Advice she would like to to run as fair queen, but after  Stage.
and not one to talk in front =~ made me more determined
of big crowds, she said. than ever to prove them
A big lesson Fletcher wrong,” she said.
learned during her reign is Although she is saddened UNE
to never allow doubt or give  that her time as Okanogan O NG
up. County Fair queen is coming ORDER\
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Stockyard Cafe

; “Whene yow won't leave hungy.”

WEDDING & EUEN‘I‘ CENTER
Pipestone
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448 Balky Hill Rd. - Twisp, WA 98856

Breakfast All Day
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You've worked hard on your projects

from cookteS to cows
from pigs to paintings
~ from Sheep to Showing
) from chickens to canning

Time To Show!

Have A Great Fair!
Open 8 - 8 DatIy
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Corbin to headline concert

HE HEADLINER FOR |
T this year’s Okanogan X
County Fair, has been

announced as county music
singer Easton Corbin.

Known for hit tunes like
“A Little More Country Than
That” and “Roll With It
Corbin will take the stage at 8
p.m. at the Okanogan County
Fairgrounds Thursday, Sept.
7.

Corbin’s performance will

January. Produced by Wade
Kirby and Derek George, the
14-track compilation featured
Corbin’s traditional country
sound with steel guitar and
down home lyrics reminis-
cent of classic jukebox tunes.

In February, Corbin made
his return to country radio
with his latest love anthem,
“Marry That Girl”

Corbin’s show is free with
fair admission. Fair tickets

be in the rodeo arena and

is free with fair admission,

according to fair organizers.
The chart-topping record-

ing artist most recently

dropped his highly antici-
pated full length album “Let’s

Country star Easton Corbin will perform Sept. 7

EASTON CORBIN can be purchased online at
okanogan

county.smashpass.com, or
at the fair office, 175 Rodeo

Trail, Okanogan.

Do Country Right,” out via
Stone Country Records in

e yowneady  Big or Small
for warumen
weathen?
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“Largest Selection of Engine Parts

in the Valley!”
« Quality Parts
» Hydraulic Hoses
» Engine Machine Work

DERTING & APPEL, PLLC.
i :1 2.‘I:'N.__S.(:-:c§n<‘é| Av:gtglzgigsg]an ) go 42

~ Vegetable, flower & herb seeds
~ Locally grown in Twisp
~ Locally adapted varieties

S%J Co[[ecfive ~ Available online & in local stores

Blacktail Mountain
Watermelon

smallr size short sea i
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Fresh Fruit and Veggies, Espresso, BBQ,
Huckleberry Products, Local Honey,
Washington Wines, Beer on Tap,
Breakfast and Lunch!!
Restaurant has indoor/outdoor seating.
Check our website for our current hours.
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Pat Taylor
Benefits Specialist
Representing most major
Medicare plans.
Will come to you!
Local Representative

509-322-5527

pattaylor1946@yahoo.com

The most memorable days
Usually end in the
dirtiest clothes
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1622 2nd Ave. N. « Okanogan * 509-422-3140

O’Connell

DRILLING & SUPPLY LLC
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e PUMP ¢ ELECTRICAL
* IRRIGATION e SEPTIC TANKS

Serving North Central Washington

21B Airport Rd., Brewster, WA 98812 ¢ 509-689-1212
1-844-689-1212 ¢ Lic. #OCONNDL8622

fi¥ &

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR
PROPANE SALES, SERVICE & DELIVERY

Protection. -
tified Professional

'RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - AGRICULTURAL

509-997-3955
1202 Cascade Drive * Twisp

844-997-3955
83 Copple Road « Omak
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Fair roots dates back more than 100 years

LTHOUGH THE OKAN-
Aogan County Fair will

celebrate its 76th anni-
versary this year, its roots and
traditions date back more than
100 years.

In 1905, the first known
“county fair” was held in
Riverside with an estimated
attendance of 1,500. In 1913,
the Grange organized a fair in
Okanogan, which saw 2,500
spectators.

By 1916, Methow Valley res-
ident Frank McLean was push-
ing for an annual county fair,
advocating for larger county-
wide displays, agricultural
features, and benefits for indus-
tries in the county. However, it
wasn’t until 35 years later that
his vision for a centrally located
annual fair became a reality.

A fair was held in Oroville
in 1946 and saw continued
growth. The following year,
the fair moved to the Methow
Valley. At the same time, the
City of Okanogan held its first
Okanogan County Junior Fair
at the Okanogan Livestock Sale
Yard. According to historical
accounts, there were more than
80 livestock exhibits, with the
top steer selling for 49 cents per
pound.

In 1948, the City of Okano-
gan was planning to give the
fair association an island on
the south end of town, but the
island flooded. The fair associ-
ation, with help from the Boots
and Saddles Club, purchased
the property where the fair is
presently located in 1950.

Grandstands and main
exhibit buildings were con-
structed in 1951, and the
name was officially changed to
“Okanogan County Fair”

The 1960s brought several
new buildings and features to
the fairgrounds.

The Grange kitchen was built
in 1960 and was the largest
permanent food facility on
the grounds at that time. It
was located where the annex
is presently. In 1961 the Com-
mercial Building was added. It
was condemned following the
2021 fair.

In 1962, strong wind struck
and demolished the outside
of exhibit booths, and in 1963
the fair was almost canceled
after a fire began 10 days before
opening day. Eight barns were
destroyed in the blaze.

“Okanogan and Omak fire-
men had barely won an intense
struggle to keep the flames
from devouring the entire
fairgrounds when county fair
officials decided on the spot
the exposition would be held
anyway,” said an article in The
Omak Chronicle published
Aug. 29, 1963. “Volunteers
moved in promptly to help
clear away the blackened
debris. After looking into pros-
pects of renting tents, fair offi-
cials by Tuesday had decided
tents would not be needed.”

In 1965, four Quonset huts
and hog, sheep and steer barns
were built. The arts and crafts
building followed in 1966.

By 1968, an administration
building (now Jones Hall) was
added, and a new horse barn
was built on the north end of
the grounds in 1981.

During the 1980s and
1990s, the fairgrounds saw the
construction of the Agriplex
and facelifts to several of the
buildings.

In the late ‘80s, fairgrounds
administration sought to
increase usage of the grounds

THE CHRONICLE
A firefighter examines the damage to a livestock building
destroyed by fire in 1963. A total of six buildings were
lost in the blaze

throughout the year. The fair-
grounds flooded in 1989, and
FEMA funds were used to start
a major facelift for the entire
grounds. Construction on the
120-foot-by-200-foot Agriplex
began in 1989, with the goal
of the facility eventually being
used as a multi-use stadium.

The country music group Rest-
less Heart performed a con-
cert in the newly constructed
building as a kickoff to the 1989
fair. The second phase of the
project (concrete floor, heat and
Annex) were completed in the
mid-1990s.

In 1990, new metal siding

EMBRACE THE OPEN
ROAD, CREATE LASTING
MEMORIES, AND EMBARK
ON A NEW CHAPTER OF
EXPLORATION!

1004 Koala Drive, Omak
509-826-4678 - www.sunriservs.com

also was constructed.

In 2022, the grandstands
were condemned and replaced
with new aluminum seating,
justin time for the 75th anni-
versary. The new grandstands
were christened with a concert
by country music legend Eddie

was added to the 4-H, Grange,
and Horticulture buildings, and
matching paint was added to
the remaining 37 buildings on
the fairgrounds. Renovated
restrooms and show facilities
were done the following year.
High winds blew the

Committee meeting Thursday
night,” said a Chronicle article
from Sept. 6, 2015. “County
commissioners agreed late last
month to allow a Type 1 (high-
est) incident management team
to use the fairgrounds as a fire
camp, for up to 4,500 fire per-

announcer booth off the top sonnel, for 14 days.’ Montgomery of Montgomery
of the grandstands in 1992, so In 2019, a new 150-foot- Gentry at the 2022 fair.
a new stand was built in a dif-  by-300-foot rodeo arena was — This story was written by

ferent location. The year 1992
also saw ground expansion,
and the parking lot layout was
revised.

In the following years, the
grounds saw general mainte-
nance and thrived as a coun-
ty-based celebration.

Through the 2010s, a perma-
nent stage was demolished for
safety concerns and new bath-
rooms were added north of the
poultry barn.

In 2015 the fair was delayed
by two weeks because of the
Okanogan Complex wildfire.

“The recommendation to
move the fair date came after
a nearly two-hour-long special

installed along with new race
rails. A new announcer stand

Okanogan County Fair Advisory
Committee Chairman Brock Hires.

THE CHRONICLE
Okanogan County Fair Advisory New Quonset huts are constructed in 1965.
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Quality care for lange & amall animals since 1977/.
Serwing the Greater Okanogan |falley and beyond!

We would like to invite all the businesses who participated
with us in the 2022 livestock market back again this year.

See yow ol The Fain!!

* Air Conditioned Boarding
¢ In-house Diagnostic Lab
* Monday - Friday 8 - 5:30 p.m.
e Saturday9a.m.-3 p.m.

S

Denise Krytenberg, D.V.M. + Charlie McCraigie, D.V.M. (Equine)

Alpine Veterinary Clinic

741 Riverside Drive - Omak - 509-826-5882
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SCIENCE DIET.
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THE CHRONICLE
A volunteer cuts lumber to
build an animal stall ahead
of the 1964 fair.
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Okanogan County Fair royalty
1960- Queen Anita Condon
1965- Queen Gail Hinger,
Princess Betty Orr

1966 - Queen Anna Reeves,
Princess Marcia Kelly

1967 - Queen Jimmie Sutton,
Princess Julie Campbell

1968 - Queen Vicky Halterman,

Princess Sandy McClure C ; ) . & 2 /

1969 - Queen Denise Liebert, 1966 1974-75 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
Princess Toni Dammann Anna Reeves Margie Hogan  Denice Laurie Cammy Bird Susan Cooksey  Teresa McLean Stephanie Laurie Denney Nevada Jenkins Galena McLean
Schertenleib

1970 - Queen Leanne Loose,
Princess Jeanne Agnew

1971- Queen Debbie Smith,
Princess Connie Shaw and

Fredde Jo Yockey

1973 - Queen Kelli McCaulley,
Princess Arlene Diebel

1974-75 - Queen Margie Hogan

1976 - Queen Nancy Fancher

1977 - Queen Cindy Bair

1979-80 - Queen Lisa Whitley

1981 - Queen Denice Laurie

1982 - c Byrd - A = ) — '
1955 - neen Semam BV o) 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
1984 - Queen Teresa McLean Kg;‘:\rulilzl:z Beth Witters Katlenia Tyrrell  Jennifer Drader  Molly Dolgner Lori Swanberg Kasey Allen Bonny Theis Polly Hayse Sarah Chambers

1985 - Queen Stephanie
Schertenleib

1986 - Queen Laurie Denney

1987 - Queen Nevada Jenkins

1988 - Queen Galena McLean

1989 - Queen Cheryl Kosewicz

1990 - Queen Beth Witters

1991 - Queen Katlenia Tyrrell

1992 - Queen Jennifer Drader;
Princesses Lori Theis,

Michelle Hopkins and Jodi Landt

1993 - Queen Molly Dogne, o : S 5 73 s
Princess Molly Noel 1999 2000 2001 2001 2002 2004 2006 2007 2008 2009

1994 - Queen Lori Swanberg Shannon Janice Tibbs Sonia Mason Amber Redman  Vicki Hammer Libby Baker Samantha Davis Nicole Allen Devan Pfitzer Michelle

1995 - Queen Kasey Allen Anderson Demmitt

1996 - Queen Bonny Theis

1997 - Queen Polly Hayse

1998 - Queen Sarah Chambers

1999 - Queen Shannon Anderson

2000 - Queen Janice Tibbs

2001 - Queens Sonia Mason and
Amber Redman

2002 - Queen Vicki Hammer

2003 - Queen Madison Ecklor

2004 - Queen Libby Baker

2005 - Queen TeAnna Stevens ]

2006 - Queen Samantha Davis : -

2007 - Queen Nicole Allen 2010 201 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

2008 - Queen Devan Pfitzer Elizabeth Bekah Callie Barker ~ Menzie Pickering Miranda Alexee Howell Brisa Leep Cora Diehl Shelby White Katie Keane
2009 - Queen Michelle Demmitt Cleman Thomanson Cleveland

2010 - Queen Elizabeth Cleman
2011 - Queen Bekah Thomason
2011 - Queen Bekah Thomason
2012 - Queen Callie Barker
2013 - Queen Menze Pickering
2013 - Queen Menze Pickering
2014 - Queen Miranda

[‘ KELLEY [ PgtmownOmak
cprou d 0 f the CONNECT 509.826.5804

: . FAX 509.826.5830
BIET\VT R R G AN MEIEIIIEIN  omak@kelleyconnect.com

Cleveland o i i
Art & Craft Supplies Drop in
2015 - Queen Alexee Howell Past, POlsed for Office Supplies & Machines and Check
2016 - Queen Brisa Leep Reprographic Services us outl

2017 - Queen Cora Diehl
2018 - Queen Shelby White
2019 - Queen Katie Keane

Blueprints & Banners
FAX & Scan Services
FedEx & Notary Services

The Future’

2020-21 Queen Whitney Wilson 2020-21 2022 2023 ”
2022- Addey Christmann Whitney Wilson Addey Josie Fletcher So Much More!!
2023 - Josie Fletcher Christmann

1"||f'

WENATCHEE RIVER

SALMO FESIL

-

)L

se.Pal)

‘ghevan ol uth

SALMON FESTIVAL




