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Michelle Skillings looks through yearbooks Saturday at the Mission 150 celebration at Mission Middle School. Skillings, who works at Mission, 
attended the school from 1993 to 1994.
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Jeanette Samuels, Mission Middle 
School alumna, speaks at the Mission 
150 celebration Saturday at the school. 
Samuels, a civil rights attorney based in 
Chicago, said her journey to speaking up 
and standing for justice began in middle 
school.
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Erick Strickland, Mission alumnus, 
speaks during the Mission 150 
celebration Saturday. Strickland, a 
former NBA player, spoke about how 
attending Mission helped him become a 
better athlete and a better student.

By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

Alumni walked the hallways of Mis-
sion Middle School once more during a 
two-day celebration of the school’s 150th 
birthday.

The event, hosted by the Bellevue 
Public Schools Alumni Association, cele-
brated the oldest school in Bellevue, now 

Mission Middle, located in Olde Towne 
on the northwest corner of Mission Ave-
nue and Washington Street.

More than 200 visitors reminisced 
about their days at the school during the 
two-day celebration.

Friday kicked off with an adult social 
at Bellevue Volunteer Firefighters Hall,
and Saturday followed with the Arrows 
to Aerospace Parade and the main cele-

bration at the school.
Visitors toured the school, led by cur-

rent Mission Middle students; ate pur-
ple and white cupcakes in the cafeteria; 
signed a Mission 150 plaque with a $50 
donation; bought Mission 150 T-shirts; 
and looked at Mission yearbooks and 
photos.
The official program began in the au-

ditorium, with several speakers in atten-

dance, which included Mission principal 
Jenny Powell and BPS superintendent 
Jeff Rippe.
Also at the event were five Mission

alumni guest speakers: video game de-
signer Tom Kudirka, former NBA player 
Erick Strickland, civil rights attorney Jea-
nette Samuels, “Jeopardy!” and “Wheel 
of Fortune” music composer John Hoke
and contemporary artist Geary Taylor.

Mission: Accomplished
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VFW Post 10785, with the Bellevue East High School Air Force Junior ROTC, conducts a flag retirement ceremony Saturday at Washington Park. For more photos from the annual Arrows 
to Aerospace celebration, turn to page 8.

Proper salute


