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By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

Mission Middle School par-
ents and students offered vic-
tims of the spring flood a chance
to celebrate the holiday season.

A parent group at the school 
started a donation drive to give 
families Christmas decorations 
and even Christmas trees for 
free Friday  at the school.

Donations were made from 
across the Bellevue community.

Mission students set all the 
boxes and decorations up in the 
gym and also helped by carrying 
decorations out to cars.

Jimeal Phillips and Colleen 
Hosick, part of the parent group 
and organizers of the event, said 
they were surprised by the com-
munity support.

“I was surprised the amount 
of stuff that came in and the 
amount of people that were here 
right away ready to get stuff,” 
said Phillips, also a parent at 

Mission. “There were people 
who weren’t going to have a 
Christmas tree or a Christmas at 
all.”

Phillips said there were 
around 40 students whose 
families lost everything in the 
flooding this spring, so the team
wanted those families to have 
first picks of the decorations.

Anyone after 5 p.m. that 
night could come in after to col-
lect decorations.

From trees, garlands, orna-
ments and wreaths, families 
were able to collect everything 
they needed to celebrate Christ-
mas.

After the event, students 
were offered the rest of the stuff 
to take home to their own fam-
ilies.

Hosick, also a Mission parent, 
said those in attendance were 
“extremely grateful.”

“The community pulled 
through,” she said.

Celebrating the 
spirit of giving 

at Mission 
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Colleen Hosick and Jimeal Phillips, Mission Middle School parents, set 
up a tree inside the Middle School gym Friday for the donation center. The 
donations, consisting of Christmas decorations, were given to victims of 
the spring flooding.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

The Bellevue City Council 
passed an ordinance Tuesday 
night that allows council mem-
bers to discipline other elected 
officials for misconduct, but did
so without the most controver-
sial sanction that allowed for the 
removal of elected officials from
office.

Councilman Thomas Burns 
introduced an amendment to 
strike removal from office as a
sanction in the proposed amend-

ment. That amendment passed 
4-2 with councilmen Paul Cook 
and Don Preister voting no. 
Burns, Bob Stinson, Pat Shannon 
and Kathy Welch voted for the 
amendment.

Another amendment added 
to the ordinance, introduced by 
Cook, added removal from a 
task force and loss of standing 
as council president as possi-
ble sanctions. That amendment 
passed 6-0.

Bellevue Mayor Rusty Hike 
said after the meeting he was 
surprised the way the votes 

went based on conversations 
he was hearing among council 
members, but hoped the passage 
got the attention of the individu-
al whose behavior prompted the 
proposals in the first place.
City officials received push-

back on the proposals both in di-
rect communication and multi-
ple public hearings, particularly 
regarding the potential removal 
of office of elected officials.

Hike said he hoped the abil-
ity to sanction elected officials
addressed the issue moving for-
ward.

“I don’t see it as our job to 
vote on differing ideologies 
of the Constitution,” he said. 
“We’re trying to make Bellevue 
better and there’s an issue that 
needs to be addressed. I don’t 
know that we’ve addressed the 
issue.” 

During the discussion lead-
ing up to the votes, Cook 
pushed back on comments 
Shannon made during a Nov. 
27 press conference announcing 
his intent to initiate a recall drive 
against Kathy Welch, comments 
Cook said suggested Welch’s 

behavior was prompting the 
misconduct proposals before the 
council.

Cook said examples of al-
leged statements he aired during 
the Nov. 19 council meeting, 
which he said were all made by 
the same individual and includ-
ed sexual innuendos and oth-
er comments about female city 
employees, were not made by 
Welch.

Welch, reading from a state-
ment, said, “Despite efforts of 

Removal from office stays in hands of voters
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The Celtic Boulevard music group performed Thursday at the Bellevue Public Library as part of the library’s Holiday Music Series. There are three 
more concerts left in the series: today, Wednesday at noon; Thursday at 6:30 p.m.; and Dec. 18 at noon.

Holiday sounds

By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

One Bellevue convenience 
store will bring some holiday 
giving to the Bellevue Police De-
partment throughout the month 
of December.

Super Store at 36th Street and 
Chandler Road is raising funds 
to go toward BPD’s K-9 unit.

The store is donating 5 cents 
per gallon sold to the K-9 unit.

Chuck Spaulding, co-owner 
of Super Store, said the store had 
a donation jar at the store, which 
garnered great response from 
customers, but this fundraiser 
goes beyond that effort.

“The public was really sup-
portive, so we got a hold of the 
people at our gas firm, Cubby’s,
and my reps were talking to see 
what we could do,” Spauld-
ing said. “That unit is really 
underfunded, and everything 
involved with the dogs is very 
expensive, so we try to support 
them.”

Spaulding said he’s looking 
forward to adding the amount 
at the end of the month.

“I’ve had a lot of positive re-
sponse from it,” he said. “The 
department seem very appre-
ciative of our efforts, and have 
shown a lot of love and grati-
tude.”

Super Store 
giving back 

to BPD’s 
K-9 unit
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One Bellevue University em-
ployee underwent a procedure 
to donate stem cells to a woman 
more than 4,000 miles away.

Mason Isaac, a maintenance 
worker at BU, donated stem cells 
through the national bone mar-
row registry, Be The Match, to a 
51-year-old acute myelogenous 
leukemia patient in England.

Isaac has been on the Be The 
Match registry for five years,
signing up when he was in the 
military.

“We had some medical eval-
uations and there was a Be the 
Match representative there. I 
stopped by the booth and got 
information,” he said. “My 
grandma passed from cancer, so 
I thought it would be something 
good to do.”

Isaac said he had a few pre-
conceived notions about bone 
marrow donations, such as how 
the stem cells are extracted.

“A lot of people when they 
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