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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. --
The 595th Command and Control 

Group and the National Airborne Oper-
ations Center held a change of com-
mand ceremony here July 9, 2020.

Col. Brian Golden assumed com-
mand from Col. Jeremiah Baldwin in a 
ceremony officiated by Maj. Gen. Mark 
Weatherington, Eighth Air Force and 
Joint-Global Strike Operations Center 
commander.

“(Golden) is a perfect match for this 
challenging position,” said Weather-
ington. “When the chips are down, he’s 
calm, he’s articulate, he’s decisive and 
he’s fearless, which are all attributes 
that will pay off in this job.

“I’m also going to add one more 
and that’s persistence in the face of 
adversity and I’m grateful that his per-
sistence is being rewarded with com-
mand of these two fine organizations”

The 595th C2G falls under the direc-
tion of Eighth Air Force and is com-
prised of four squadrons with various 
nuclear command, control and commu-
nications missions. The NAOC opera-
tions teams, made up of joint personnel 
from a variety of specialties serving on 
board the E-4B aircraft, provide a high-
ly-survivable, command, control and 
communications center to direct U.S. 
forces, execute emergency war orders 
and coordinate actions by civil authori-
ties in case of national emergency.

“This is a great honor,” said Golden. 
“I want to thank (Baldwin) for every-
thing he has done for the organization. 

He has left this place better than he 
found it.”

Golden previously served as the 
director of the Joint Global Strike 
Operations Center, which oversees all 
peacetime and wartime actions for U.S. 
Strategic Command’s Joint Force Air 
Component commander and the com-
mander, Air Force forces.

“Force should be the last resort for 
us as a nation. Ironically, the military’s 
number one job is to prepare for war 
and therefore, being properly prepared 
for war is the ultimately deterrence,” 
said Golden. “The mission of the 
members of the 595th and NAOC team 
perform every day is just one of the 
many examples of that deterrence. And 
I promise I will do everything I can to 
make sure you are ready to perform 
that mission.”

In 2018, Baldwin became the first 
to command of both units and retires 
after more than 25 of years in service 
to the U.S. Air Force.

“For the last two years this team of 
team’s has accomplished their mission 
under the incredible and exceptional 
leadership of the first-ever dual hatted 
NAOC and 595th commander,” said 
Weatherington. “This team will benefit 
from Baldwin’s engaged leadership 
and relentless pursuit of excellence for 
years to come.”

“I cannot tell you how proud I am of 
this team and our families today,” Bald-
win said. “I’m very humbled to have 
been a part of it.”

The 595th C2G is a geographically 
separated unit of Eighth Air Force, 
established in 2016.

595th C2G under new leadership
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Col. Brian Golden, 595th Command and Control Group and National Airborne Operations Center commander, assumes command from Maj. Gen. Mark Weatherington, Eighth Air Force and 
Joint-Global Strike Operations Center commander, during the 595th C2G and NAOC change of command ceremony July 9, at the E-4B hanger here. Col. Brian Golden assumed command 
from outgoing 595th C2G commander and NAOC commander Col. Jeremiah Baldwin. (U.S. Air Force photo by Charles J. Haymond)
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Col. Brian Golden, 595th Command and Control Group and National Airborne Operations Center 
commander, gives final remarks after assuming commander during the 595th Command and Control Group 
and National Airborne Operations Center change of command ceremony July 9, at the E-4B hanger here. 
Golden previously served as the director of the Joint Global Strike Operations Center, which oversees all 
peacetime and wartime actions for U.S. Strategic Command’s Joint Force Air Component commander and 
the commander, Air Force forces. (U.S. Air Force photo by Charles J. Haymond)
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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. -- A member of the 55th 
Maintenance Group was present-
ed a Bronze Star Medal during a 
ceremony here June 19, 2020.

Master Sgt. David Schoenagel, 
55th MXG first sergeant, earned 
the medal by distinguishing him-
self against an opposing armed 
force during a deployment to 
Camp Taji, Iraq, from April 10, 
2019 to October 20, 2019.

“This is the first time I’ve 
had the opportunity to present 
a bronze star,” said Col. Gavin 
Marks, 55th Wing commander, 
who presented the medal during 
the ceremony. “This doesn’t occur 
very often. Bronze stars are given 
out for conspicuous gallantry, 
they’re given out for bravery and 
meritorious service. The distinc-
tion is those actions took place in 
a combat zone. We have numerous 
Warhawks right now, in combat 
zones and they don’t come home 
with a bronze star. In this case, 
this was awarded for meritorious 
achievement at great risk to his 
life and the lives of his team-
mates. That is truly significant.”

During his deployment in 
support of Operation Inherent 
Resolve, Schoenagel served as 
the maintenance team lead and 
rotary wing air advisor for the 
370th Air Expeditionary Advisory 
Squadron. In this role, he led 249 

air advisory missions and 145 
key leader engagements into the 
heart of enemy territory, placing 
himself at risk from numerous 
credible threats of improvised 
explosive devices, insider attacks 
and targeted kidnappings.

“My leadership gave me the 
freedom to run my team the way 
I needed to, my team of advisors 
worked their butts off every day 
to teach the Iraqi’s how to do their 
job and the support I had from 
above and below me are the only 
reason I could achieve this,” said 
Schoenagel.

Schoenagel also synchronized 
operations for the unit and 
streamlined the independent 
training efforts of nine dispa-
rate specialty codes. Through 
this process he helped develop 
15 maintenance courses, which 
advanced the skills of the Iraqi 
Air Enterprise partners.

“I am extremely proud of 
Schoenagel and the amazing work 
he did in support of Operation IN-
HERENT RESOLVE,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. Shannon Thomas, 
55th Maintenance Squadron su-
perintendent. “We are fortunate 
to have him on our team here in 
the 55th Maintenance Squadron.”

In addition, Schoenagel led 
a Tiger Team to produce rota-
ry wing emergency response 
courseware used to instruct 2,400 
Iraqi maintenance technicians. 

These efforts invariably helped 
the Iraqi Army Aviation Com-
mand defeat Da’esh.

Schoenagel joined the Air Force 
in 1999 and has served with the 

55th Wing since 2011.
“I’m so proud of my son and his 

family and everything he’s done 
for our country,” said Thomas 
Schoenagel, David’s father, who 

served in the U.S. Navy and was 
in town to attend his son’s ceremo-
ny. “I’m proud he’s followed the 
tradition of our family and made 
the military his life.”

Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth member earns Bronze Star

Master Sgt. David Schoenagel, right, 55th MXG first sergeant, is presented with the Bronze Star Medal by Col. Gavin 
Marks, 55th Wing commander, during a ceremony in front of the 55th Wing Headquarters Building here June 19. 
Schoenagel earned the medal by distinguishing himself against an opposing armed force during a deployment to Camp 
Taji, Iraq, from April 10, 2019 to October 20, 2019.


