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Masks could soon be mandated in Omaha

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Douglas County health officials,
working with Omaha officials, are
moving toward requiring people
to wear masks in indoor public
spaces in Omaha.

Adi Pour, director of the Doug-
las County Health Department,
said Thursday that she thinks it’s
time to take the step.

“We need to get our cases un-

der control if we want to get our
schools open,” Pour said at a
press briefing with Omaha Mayor
Jean Stothert.

Pour said she and members
of the Douglas County Board
of Health began investigating
their options this week after the
Lancaster County Health De-
partment announced that people
would be required to wear masks
in indoor public places there, with

some exceptions. That measure
took effect Monday.

But Douglas County has differ-
ent regulations than Lancaster
County.

Pour said she can’t do what
Lancaster County did without
permission from the state.

But Stothert said Omaha’s city
code gives Douglas County’s
health director the authority to
make rules and regulations for
the city during epidemics and
public health emergencies.

Stothert said Pour “is the one

County health chief: It’s time to require them in indoor
public spaces ‘if we want to get our schools open’

JOBLESS UP BEFORE THE SUN
FOR HELP AT OMAHA OFFICE

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

While it was still dark, before
much of the city started to stir,
the line for unemployment and job
search help began to form outside
Heartland Workforce Solutions.

Mary Pirtle, 65, was the first
to arrive sometime after 4 a.m.
Thursday. She snagged the cov-
eted spot at the front and settled
in to wait until the job center, the
only unemployment insurance as-
sistance office in Omaha, opened
its doors at 8 a.m.

“You have to get here,” she said.
“I had some sleep and I was ready
to go.”

Experience had taught her and
the others gathered early that it
doesn’t pay to sleep in.

Inside the Heartland Workforce
Solutions office at 57th and Ames
Streets, staff is limited, and iron-

‘I’d prefer working,’ says a woman waiting at Heartland Workforce Solutions
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Revised state
revenue
forecast could
be good news
for Nebraska
property tax
relief. Page 5A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 23,818 316
Iowa 40,723 820
U.S. 4,034,831 144,242

*As of 10 p.m. Thursday

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Trump calls off Florida segment of
Republican National Convention,
citing virus “flare-up.” Page 6A

New poll shows 3 of 4 Americans,
including most Republicans, support
mask-wearing requirement. Page 7A

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L d - H E R A L d

Tri’Onna Piller applies for jobs at Heartland Workforce Solutions, the only unemployment
insurance assistance office in Omaha. At top, Spencer Cutrell waits outside the office at
5752 Ames Ave. for his number to be called. The line starts forming around 4 a.m. See Unemployment: Page 4

RECORDS RELEASED

Execution
drugs came
from Gretna
pharmacy

By PAul HAmmel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A Gretna company,
Community Pharmacy Services,
obtained the four drugs used in
the August 2018 execution of dou-
ble-murderer Carey Dean Moore,
the state’s first execution in 21
years.

The supplier was revealed in
44 pages of public documents re-
leased late Thursday by the Ne-
braska Department of Corrections
after the ACLU of Nebraska, The
World-Herald and the Lincoln
Journal Star sued for their release.

The owner of the company, Kyle
Janssen, issued a statement short-
ly after the records were released
saying that Community Pharmacy
Services regretted its decision to
sell those drugs and that it has not
sold drugs to the Nebraska prison
system, or any other correctional
department, since.

“I regretted the decision as it
does not align with our company’s
values to provide the best patient
care and customer service to the
long-term care industry,” he said.

Janssen, who is a member of
the Gretna school board, said the
pharmacy was hired to manage
pharmacy operations for state
corrections facilities from 2016 to

Corrections department
releases documents from
2018 lethal injection after
Supreme Court ruling

NEW OWNER JOE RICKETTS

Pie venture that
found success,
workers in Eustis
is uprooted

By rick ruggles

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Judith Larsen turned her Amer-
ican dream into a small-town Ne-
braska reality with her Village Pie-
Maker business, and the operation
has gone cosmopolitan under a big-
name owner.

By the time Larsen and husband
Chuck got out of the business two
years ago, the Village PieMak-
er produced about 2,000 pies and
used 4,000 to 5,000 pounds of fruit
daily, Larsen said. When they left,
the business had about 35 employ-
ees in the south-central Nebraska
town of Eustis, where the enter-
prise grew up, she said Thursday.

Larsen’s is the story of entrepre-
neurship and diligence. It’s also a
story of what happens when great
success blossoms from small be-
ginnings.

Joe Ricketts, father of Nebraska
Gov. Pete Ricketts, acquired the

See Pie: Page 2

See Masks: Page 2

See Drugs: Page 4
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