
The Christmas
week forecast
calls for mild
weather, but

there’s a chance
of freezing fog.

Midlands

Retirement
from NFL
opened door
to demons

By Dirk Chatelain

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The feast awaited.
Jerk turkey and smoked ham.

Chitlins and greens. Mac and
cheese and corn bread. Sweet po-
tato pie, banana pudding and, his
favorite, red velvet cake.

This year, for the first time in
a decade, Niles Paul was coming
home for Thanksgiving dinner and
loved ones prepared to stuff his
stomach.

“We have special dishes just for
Niles,” said his stepmom, Shunta.

Paul, former standout at North
High and Nebraska, played more
NFL games this decade than any
Omahan, but football didn’t leave
time for holiday homecomings. He
spent most of those turkey days
in Washington thinking about the
Redskins’ next game plan.

This Thanksgiving was going to
be different. The bird was in the
oven. The pressure was off. Then,
hours before his plane left for
Omaha, Paul sent his stepmom a
text message.

Change of plans. He couldn’t
find a place to board his pit bull
and French bulldog. He had to stay
in Florida.

Truth is, three months after re-
tirement, he wasn’t ready to face
family and friends eager to know
what he’s doing now.

“What am I supposed to tell
them? Oh, I’m battling depres-
sion. I’m seeing a therapist. I’m
supposed to tell them that? I’m
ashamed to tell them that. I’m

Omaha native Niles Paul
finds that his first season
without football is a new
test for his ‘warrior spirit’

U.S. litigants lack lawyers, take lumps

BloomBerg news

Terry Winston knew the cred-
it-card bills were nonsense, but
her difficulty proving it in court
shows how America’s two-
tiered justice system — one for
those who can pay for a lawyer,
the other for those who can’t —
has spread to civil litigation.

Asset Recovery Solutions had
sued Winston for unpaid debt in
what she saw as a clear case of

identity theft. She couldn’t af-
ford an attorney so she defend-
ed herself. What followed was
months of tripping through a
bewildering legal maze.

“You’re finding yourself try-
ing to know what question to
ask,” said Winston, 53, a medi-
cal assistant in New York.

Americans are guaranteed
legal counsel in criminal cases.
But when it comes to civil suits,

they’re not. Many go without be-
cause they can’t pay for it and,
like Winston, they’re increas-
ingly representing themselves
— with unequal outcomes.

Just one in four civil defen-
dants has a lawyer, down from
nearly all of them in 1992, ac-
cording to a 2015 study, the
most recent, by the National
Center for State Courts. The
number of litigants without
lawyers has continued to rise in
the four years since the report,

Because of cost, 75% of civil defendants have no
attorney, which suits lawyers on other side just fine
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Huskers scored
some recruiting
wins, and one
from American
Samoa could
have an early
impact. Sports

JETBLUE AIRWAYS

Soundtrack of
a busy airport is
meant to ease
holiday stress

the washington Post

The woman’s voice is soft and
mellow.

“Go ahead, lean back, put your
feet up,” she says. “And relax to
some of the calming sounds of the
airport.”

The calming sounds of the what
now?

What follows is nearly nine
minutes of low-key boarding an-
nouncements and musings set to
a soundtrack of footsteps, crowd
voices, keyboard-tapping fingers,
rolling suitcases, planes taking off
and landing, and other sounds typ-
ically associated with air travel.
The audio is inspired by JetBlue’s
Terminal 5 at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport in New York,
and it’s the airline’s way into the
YouTube trend of videos for auton-
omous sensory meridian response,
or ASMR.

AS RESTAURANTS COME AND
GO,ONES THAT LAST STAND OUT

It’s a Thursday night, and Dan-
te Pizzeria Napoletana is elec-
tric.

The bar is full. The restaurant
is nearly so. The kitchen tick-
tocks through the clockwork
of meal-making, meal-perfect-
ing, meal-delivering as owner
Nick Strawhecker rapid-fires
descriptions on a quickie tour

of the restaurant he opened in
southwest Omaha 10 years ago.
A decade can be a lifetime in this
business.

Here is Jaime working the
paddle at one of the few wood-
fire ovens in a city of 1,200-plus
restaurants. Wood-fired pizzas
set Dante apart.

Here is a dish of just-plated

lasagna, steam rising from the
bubbling sauce. This only hap-
pens on Thursdays, which makes
it special, which brings people
in. (The standing Thursday night
special of half-price select bot-
tles of wine also helps.)

Here’s the cooler loaded with

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST

Nick Strawhecker, owner of Dante Pizzeria, talks to JP and Taylor Platisha, who brought daughter Tatum to the west Omaha spot. A
string of longtime local eateries closed this year; Strawhecker relies on a “sense of urgency” at Dante, which just marked 10 years.

C
H

R
IS

M
A

C
H

IA
N

/T
H

e
W

O
R

L
d

-H
e

R
A

L
d

GOODFELLOWS
To make donations:
Online: Omaha.
com/goodfellows
Mail: World-Herald
Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St.,
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102
Donations to date: $371,586.37
Story in Midlands

High: 54
Freezing fog in a.m.

Low: 32
Details: 4A
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One of the

BEST
DEALS

of 2019!

VIEWDEALS AT

Between now and the end of the year, we’re
offering the BEST Score Your Deals of 2019!
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