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By Rachel George
Editor

Those with electric vehicles will soon pay to charge at Gretna’s 
charging points, located at the Nebraska Crossing Outlets and City 
Hall.

The Gretna City Council approved the fees as part of its Master 
Fee Schedule, adopted Oct. 1.

Both charging stations, part of the ChargePoint Network, are 
open to the public and have been free of charge since their instal-
lation in 2016. Electric vehicle owners access an app, which shows 
them a map of chargers in the area and allows them to book a time 
at a charger that may otherwise be in use.

The fees are not currently in effect, as the city plans to install a fast 
charger at the outlet mall, implementing the fees at that time.

“We get a lot of utilization down there,” City Administrator Jeff 
Kooistra said. “With the interstate, there are lots of people passing 
by that need a quick charge.”

The outlet mall chargers see nearly 50 different cars hooked up 
each month.

The charging stations in Gretna take about four hours to com-
pletely recharge a vehicle. The fast charger will take about 45 min-
utes to complete a full charge.
Fees for the chargers will be 50 cents per hour for the first four

hours and $4 per hour after that with a minimum $1 charge. Fees 
for the fast charger will be $4 for the first hour and $8 per hour for
every hour after that with a minimum $2 charge. Fees will be paid 
by credit card through the ChargePoint app.

The fees will help the city pay for maintenance on the chargers. 
The higher fees serve as a tool to encourage those done charging to 
unplug, opening up more availability for others.

“It’s an incentive to get that thing unplugged once it’s fully 
charged,” Kooistra said.

Though no timeline is set for when the fees will take effect, hopes 
are that the fast charger will be installed about a month from now.

Fees coming for electric 
vehicle chargers
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One of the City of Gretna’s electric vehicle charging stations at City Hall.
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Smiles and information were 
shared in a friendly atmosphere 
on a recent rainy morning.

Deputies and captains from 
the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Of-
fice gathered at LaMar’s Donuts
for two hours Oct. 2 for National 
Coffee With a Cop Day. This is 
the second year that SCSO has 
participated in the event.

This year, the department 
tried to promote the event in 
hopes of a bigger turnout.

Four children stopped by to 
celebrate their birthdays with 
officers and many more showed
up in support.

“It brings law enforcement 
and citizens together,” said Dep-
uty Letha Feeney, community
relations coordinator with the 
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office.
“A lot of people have come out 
today with their kids.

“It’s a really great thing 

where people can come out and 
just talk to us about anything 
they want. It shows them that 
we’re easy to talk to and that 
you can ask us anything.”
LaMar’s provided a free cup

of coffee and donut to all who 
attended. Officers offered ev-
erything from tips on getting 
involved in law enforcement ca-
reers to a fun look at their cruis-
ers to those who attended.

“We’ve had a really good 
turnout,” Feeney said.

SCSO celebrates Coffee With a Cop Day
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Cindy Poeschl snaps a photo of her 
grandson Calvin Stange with Capt. 
Chris Culler at LaMar’s Donuts, 
where members of the Sarpy 
County Sheriff’s Office gathered 
Oct. 2 for Coffee With a Cop Day.

Firefighters and flapjacks
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Gavin and Charlotte Kezar stand on a Gretna Volunteer Fire Department truck Sunday at GVFD’s annual 
pancake feed.
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Mac Campbell trays up pancakes Sunday morning at the Gretna Volunteer Fire Deparment station at 204th 
Street and Highway 370.
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