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By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

Baseball is set for its return to Ralston 
after guidelines and safety regulations 
were discussed at the City Council meet-
ing on May 19.

Baseball in Ralston operates under the 
Ralston Area Baseball Association and 
softball operates under the Ralston Girls 
Softball Association.

RGSA is not moving forward with re-
suming softball over the summer.

According to the guidelines, coaches 
will be responsible for maintaining social 
distancing.

This means ensuring additional spac-
ing between players while playing catch 
and no congregating while waiting to bat.

Coaches must sanitize shared equip-
ment before and after each practice and 
game.

Dugouts can only be used during 
games and bleachers will not be used for 
spectators but rather to allow participants 
more space to be socially distanced.

City Administrator Rick Hoppe said 
spectators will not be allowed in the 
stands.

“They’ve got to bring their own chairs, 
they’ve got to stand and they’ve got to 
follow social distancing guidelines,” 
Hoppe said.

Hoppe said the city is not responsible 
for enforcing the guidelines for baseball 
and it will be on the teams themselves to 
assume responsibility for enforcement.

Sanitation was also a key part of the 
guidelines and discussion.

Hoppe said it is recommended, but 
not required, that there is one adult per 
team who is responsible for sanitation 
and a separate adult in charge of enforc-
ing social distancing guidelines.

An additional responsibility for an 

adult would be to ensure all player have 
a waiver signed by a parent or guardian 
and the waivers have been filed at City
Hall before the games begin.

The Ralston Police Department will 
not be in charge of enforcing the guide-
lines at games or practices.

“We really need to make sure that the 
responsible adult has the authority to or-
der a youth player or an adult to leave the 
park if they’re not following the guide-
lines that we put forward,” Hoppe said.

Mayor Don Groesser said following 
the guidelines is the right thing to do 
moving forward.

“I think that with the coaches and 
everything that the responsibility that 
they’re taking, I just feel comfortable with 
what they’re trying to do and how they 
can move forward with this,” Groesser 
said.

Councilman Ben Preis said he not con-
vinced one way or the other just yet on 
baseball resuming in Ralston.

“It all looks good on paper, but I’m re-
ally concerned that it doesn’t get lax after 
a week or two down the road,” Preis said.

“It’s easy for somebody to commit to 
something, but to actually commit and 
follow through, especially with the ded-
ication it’s going to take to do that has me 
slightly concerned.”

Preis said he is concerned teams will 
be playing with the same one or two 
baseballs for prolonged periods of time.

“They’ve also told us not to touch our 
faces, well it’s going to be June and July 
and in the middle of the second or third 
inning those kids start to sweat and the 
first thing they are going to do is yank
their hat off and wipe their brow with 
their hand or their glove,” Preis said.

Groesser said he shared some of the 
same concerns as Preis and wants the city 
to work together if people start to relax 

on enforcing guidelines.
“We need to give these kids an oppor-

tunity to get out there and get some exer-
cise and play,” Groesser said.

The complete guidelines sent by the 
governor’s office can be obtained by
emailing City Clerk Rosie Russell at rrus-
sell@cityofralston.com.

Hoppe said in an interview Thursday 

that the city will be moving be forward 
on opening the fields so baseball can be-
gin play.

He said the city is still hammering out 
all the details and guidelines in regards to 
summer baseball.

In other action, the council:
• Approved a special use permit to 

modify a cell tower antenna at 7838 Drex-
el St.
• Discussed the first reading of an

ordinance amending the official zoning
map of the city to create a Hinge Overlay 
District.

• Approved the appointment of Den-
nis Tribbie to the Community Redevelop-
ment Authority.
• Had a first reading of an ordinance

that would allow for residents to drive 
golf cars in Ralston city limits.

Ralston Police Department Chief Mark 
Leonard said he is not in favor of the or-
dinance.

“It’s a neat idea, you know, to be able 
to drive around on a golf cart. I mean, I 
love golf and I love golf carts, but I just 
don’t think it’s a good fit for our city be-
cause we’re not a golf community,” Leon-
ardo said.
“We have a lot of traffic through our

town that is not conducive to be allowing 
golf carts.”
• Confirmed the appointments of

Groesser, Tom Kjar and Michael Sanchez 
to the Ralston Economic Development 
Corporation.

The next City Council meeting will be 
conducted via Zoom video conference 
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. Those who wish to 
participate can do so by using Zoom on-
line and use the meeting ID 7918911591 
using the password: COR2020. Residents 
can also call 312-626-6799, type in the 
meeting ID: 7918911591 and use the pass-
word 466633.

Council OKs return to ballfields
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Ralston is moving forward in opening the city 
fields for baseball to resume. Practices can 
begin Monday.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Ralston got a bit of good news when it saw its 
sales and use tax receipts for March.

The city received $104,832, compared to 
$115,922 the same month last year, according to 
state data. City Administrator Rick Hoppe said 
the city only projected $45,000 in tax receipts for 
March, the month the coronavirus pandemic took 
hold.

Cities have anticipated the March receipts be-
cause it would be their first chance to see the po-
tentially steep drop in sales tax revenue and the 
ensuing impact on their budgets. Cities receive 
sales taxes two months after the state collects 
them.

Hoppe said to see a larger number than pro-
jected was welcome, but the city will have to wait 
and see what April’s and May’s figures are to get
a more full picture of the pandemic’s impact.

“We may still have a couple tough months 
ahead,” he said.

Hoppe also pointed to the city’s turnback tax 
receipts, which are used to support the Ralston 
Arena, that were also close to original projections.

The city receives its turnback taxes quarter-
ly, and in the first quarter this year it received
$676,887 compared to $589,977 during the same 
period last year.

Hoppe said the nearby Menard’s has been do-
ing well because people are staying home and 
working on projects.
Gov. Pete Ricketts implemented the first di-

rected health measures limiting public gather-
ings and shutting down restaurant dining rooms 
March 20, so the sales tax data only capture about 
a week and a half of the impact of the pandemic.

An increase in online purchases or shoppers 
stocking up on supplies could also contribute to 
the stable numbers.

Ralston also submitted a request for $2.7 
million in COVID-related expenses to Douglas 
County, which received $166 million from the 
federal government through the CARES Act.

About $1 million will be used to cover half of 
the city’s police and fire operational expenses and
$1.7 million will help cover operational costs to 
reopen Ralston Arena, Hoppe said.

Sales taxes 
figures better 
than expected 

for March
By Ashley Quintela

Staff Writer

A Ralston Middle School student 
is proving success isn’t about age, but 
hard work and dedication.

Last spring, Jahan Ergashev started 
Home and Joy Pillows, Homeandjoyp-
illows.com, an online store that sells 
pillows from Ergashev’s home coun-

try, Tajikistan, 
located in cen-
tral Asia.

J a h a n ’ s 
mother, Malika 
Ergashev, said 
her son came 
up with the 
idea as a way 
to not only stay 
busy during the 

summer and make money, but to help 
women back home.

For the pillows, Jahan and Malika 
purchase embroidered material from 
women in rural cities in Tajikistan.

When the material comes in, Jahan 
and his mother sew them onto the pil-
lows.

“It really makes a difference to the 
place I was born,” Jahan said. “I al-
ways hoped there’d be a way to make 
our home country a little richer and be 
a positive role model.”

This is also a way for them to share 
their culture with others.

“In Tajikistan, pillows are import-
ant to the culture because it is a sign of 
respect, so we thought if we brought 
the pillows here we could spread that 
Tajik culture,” he said.

Malika, who moved her family to 
the United States in 2016, said it is im-
perative she pass on the culture to her 
son.

“When you move to another place, 
especially for good, I think it’s import-
ant to keep the tradition, culture and 
values that you grew up with,” she 
said.

“It’s important Jahan grows up re-
specting those values we have.”

In addition to pillows, the duo also 
sells cheesecake.

After watching his mom constant-
ly bake cheesecakes for friends, Jahan 
convinced Malika to sell them.

Jahan posted the cheesecakes on 
Omaha Food Lovers Facebook page 
and got an abundance of requests.

“They are very supportive and they 
are very kind,” Jahan said of the pa-
trons on the page.

From turtle and Oreo to blueberry, 
Malika and Jahan offer a variety of fla-
vors. Soon, Jahan said he will make a 
website for their cheesecake business 
that will have a full menu, but until 
then, people can place an order by 
messaging Jahan via Facebook.

Each night, Malika said she and Ja-
han stay up late to make four to five.

“It’s a great time to spend together 

because we didn’t have a lot of time 
because of work and I come home and 
we do dinner, and do homework and 
go to bed,” Malika said.

Jahan said he enjoys this time with 
his mom.

“We get to spend time with each 
other and we get to teach each other 
things,” he said.

To make the cake, Malika handles 
the filling while Jahan prepares the
crust. Both are learning how to deco-
rate.

As he gets older, Jahan said he 
wants to continue to grow as an en-
trepreneur and his mom is excited to 
support him along the way.

“I’m so proud,” she said. “I am real-
ly, really proud.”

Keeping family heritage alive motivates 
mother, son’s venture into business
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Eighth grader Jahan Ergashev started his own business Home and Joy Pillows last 
summer to honor his Tajik heritage.

Mom Malika Ergashev 
and son Jahan.
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