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CWS TEAMS FIND THEIR WAY TO RODDY B1
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Two students each from Bellevue East
and West high schools celebrated the 75th
anniversary of D-Day in a special way.
Run by nonprofit Historic Programs,

46 Junior ROTC cadets from Omaha Pub-
lic Schools, Bellevue Public Schools, Mil-
lard Public Schools and Council Bluffs
Public Schools traveled to France to
celebrate and honor when allied troops
arrived in Normandy on June 6, 1944,
during World War II.
Air Force Junior ROTC teachers CMS-

gt Vicki Swingle at West and Lt. Col. Pat-
rick Finan of East and two students from
each school traveled with the group to be
part of the celebrations and ceremonies
June 6 to 8.
BPS students involved were Aaliyah

Goodloff and Cody Stussy from Bellev-
ue West and Kailey Conley and Matthew
Paul from Bellevue East. Also in atten-
dance were Evan Hank and Flor Abar-
ca-Solis, Bryan High School Army Junior
ROTC students.
The first ceremony took place at Brit-

tany American Cemetery in St. James,
then the Normandy Cemetery near Oma-
ha Beach and then the parade at Sainte-
Mère-Église.
Even with heavy rain the first few

days, Paul said the experience was “fan-
tastic.”
“I wanted to go on the trip because

I want to be in the military, and to see
this time of what is known as our great-
est generation and seeing all the places
where these events took place, it was re-
ally cool,” he said.
Conley said she was excited to go on

the trip because of her connection to the
military.
“I’ve had many family members that

have been in the military — my brother,
both my parents, grandparents and oth-
er family members that have also fought
in WWII,” she said. “It was cool to honor
them.”

Other than participating in the pa-
rade and the other ceremonies, the group

was also able to speak with veterans of
WWII and visit the cemeteries and beach-
es where the Normandy invasion took
place.
“It was inspiring,” Paul said. “It gives

you a nice perspective of what really hap-
pened.”

Stussy said his favorite part of the trip
was learning about and being part of the
history.
“Everything was so history-filled,” he

said. “At Brittany American Cemetery
we got to actually walk along the grave
sites and see the people there. It gave

me a scope of how big this was and how
many people it encased.”

Stussy said one memorable part of the
trip was the ceremonies and the veterans
he met.
“At Normandy there was a Native

American WWII veteran who was a
combat medic who saw the first wave of
people who came in,” he said. “It was so
amazing to hear about this and actually
experience that.”
Paul said he enjoyed marching in the

parade and meet the WWII vets.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime experi-

ence,” he said. “It’s nice to see the divi-
sions, hear their stories. I can’t get the
song ‘Hymn to the Fallen’ out of my
head.”

One memorable part for Conley was
the historic sites and cemeteries.
“It was crazy going to the cemeteries

and seeing how many people were bur-
ied there,” she said.

Stussy said he was honored to be part
of the ceremonies.
“We’re the last generation with these

people,” he said. “To be able to (partici-
pate in) that is amazing.”

JROTC students take part in D-Day parade
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Bellevue East and West high school Air Force Junior ROTC members went to France to take part in D-Day ceremonies June 6. From left, Lt.
Col. Patrick Finan, Kailey Conley, Matthew Paul, Cody Stussy, Aaliyah Goodloff and CMSgt Vicki Swingle.
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Bellevue’s first school is celebrating its 150th year in
August.
The nowMissionMiddle School, located on the north-

west corner of Mission Avenue and Washington Street
in Olde Towne, is having its celebration Aug. 16 and 17,

sponsored by
the Bellevue
Public Schools
Alumni Asso-
ciation.

The school
opened in 1869
and was first
known as Bel-
levue School

District No. 1 until 1911 when it was renamed Main
School. The school was renamed Bellevue Junior/Senior
High School in the early 1950s, andwas open to students
in grades seven through 12.
It was later again changed to Bellevue Junior High

School when the new Bellevue Senior High School
opened in 1962, and finally renamed Mission Junior
High School in 1966.
All current and former students, parents, teachers,

staff, administrators and the Bellevue community are
invited to attend.
Aug. 16 will be focused on reconnecting and remi-

niscing at the Bellevue Volunteer Firefighters Hall with
an adult social with a $10 cover for food and cash bar.
There will be Mission 150 historic displays for guests

to view.

Aug. 17 kicks off with the Arrows to Aerospace Pa-
rade at 10 a.m. down Mission Avenue. Doors at Mission
Middle School open at noon with student-led tours,
games and food.
The official program will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the au-

ditorium.
Speakers include Bellevue Public Schools Superinten-

dent Jeff Rippe, current Mission principal Jenny Powell,
former principal Paul Hartnett and four Mission alum-
ni — video game designer Tom Kudirka, former NBA
player Erick Strickland, civil rights attorney Jeanette
Samuels and contemporary artist Geary Taylor.
For more information or questions, contact Jenny

Powell at 402-293-4260 or jenny.powell@bpsne.net.

First Bellevue school prepares
for 150th anniversary event By Eugene Curtin

Associate Editor

The slow pace of applications for flood relief has
Sarpy County Assessor Dan Pittman worried affected
residents may not know help is available.
“We’re concerned that people either don’t know

about it or are waiting,” he said. “If you don’t file, cer-
tainly youwill receive no relief. If youwait too long, it’s
going to slow down the process of getting relief.”
Residents of flooded areas whose properties sus-

tainedmore than 20 percent damage based on their cur-
rent assessed values are eligible to apply for financial
compensation from the state.
To do so, however, a Report of Destroyed Real Prop-

erty (Form 425) must be filed by July 15.
The form is available either to be printed or for on-

line submission at the assessor’s page at sarpy.com.
Pittman said only 125 applications have been sub-

mitted either to his office or to the office of the county
clerk, both of which are authorized submission points.
He said 1,700 parcels were impacted by the flooding.
Owners of property damaged after Jan. 1 but before

July 1 of the current assessment year are eligible.
The state defines “significant property damage” as:
• Damage to an improvement exceeding 20 percent

of the improvement’s assessed value in the current tax
year as determined by the county assessor.
• Damage to the land exceeding 20 percent of a par-

cel’s assessed land value in the current tax year.
• Damage exceeding 20 percent of the property’s as-

sessed value in the current tax year as determined by
the county assessor if:

a. Such property is located in disaster area; and
b. A housing inspector or health inspector has deter-

mined the property is uninhabitable.

Bellevue Public Schools will

celebrate the opening of the

city’s first school in 1869 with

events on Aug. 16 & 17.

Time running out
for flood victims
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