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Jobs expected
to rebound
faster than
state economy

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska jobs lost to the coro-
navirus pandemic should come
back at a rapid pace, but the ef-
fects of the bug’s blow to the Ne-
braska economy will likely linger
for some time.

Those are among the conclu-
sions of a new state economic
forecast from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln’s Bureau of
Business Research, the first it has
issued since the worldwide pan-
demic descended on Nebraska.

“It has been a sharp contraction,
but we will also rebound more
quickly than we do after a typical
recession,” said Eric Thompson, a
UNL economist who authored the
report.

Thompson said by the end of the
year, he expects “a lot of progress”
in getting back the thousands of
jobs lost in recent weeks. But he
said overall employment probably
won’t return to where it was earli-
er this year until sometime in 2021.

The report also suggests non-
farm income for Nebraskans will
be down about 1% in 2020. The
impact would be much worse were
it not for all the government as-
sistance in the form of unemploy-
ment and stimulus payments.

And the bureau’s farm income
forecast for Nebraska also has

Uncertainties remain, but
UNL economist projects
a quicker recovery than
‘after a typical recession’

Hundreds of virus contact tracers are at work in Nebraska

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Test. Trace. Isolate.
For weeks, people have been

hearing those words repeated as
if they were a mantra that could
make the novel coronavirus go
away.

Increasing attention is being di-

rected toward bolstering that mid-
dle step, better known as contact
tracing.

The aim is to quickly identify
and isolate people who test posi-
tive for the disease caused by the
virus, track down anyone they
might have infected and prevent
further spread by quarantining
them.

It’s an old tool, one that has been
used routinely for decades to halt
the spread of diseases such as
measles and tuberculosis. And it’s
currently one of the few weapons
health officials have in their arse-
nals.

“Until we have a vaccine, test-
ing and contact tracing are going
to be our two biggest tools in this
fight,” said Justin Frederick, su-
pervisor of communicable disease
epidemiology at the Douglas Coun-
ty Health Department.

To get the job done, public
health officials have called for a
near army of contact tracers to aid
in the effort.

An influential group of former
federal health officials recently
called for a force of 180,000. The
National Association of County
and City Health Officials noted
in a recent position statement on
contact tracing that a baseline of
15 health care workers per 100,000
people is needed during regular

State, Douglas County add to their investigative teams;
testing, tracking are ‘our two biggest tools in this fight’

A bit of after-school program comes
to North O youths’ front yards

Scott Hazelrigg
parked his Jeep in a
North Omaha drive-
way, pulled out three
camp chairs and a box
of Krispy Kremes and
set up in the front yard
of a 15-year-old boy he
hadn’t seen in a while.

“Mr. William!” the
51-year-old announced

jovially as William Sherrod, roused by
his mother earlier than usual on this
Wednesday morning, took a seat and
reached for a doughnut. It was about
8:30 a.m.

“What have you been doing since
school’s been out?” Hazelrigg asked.

Under normal circumstances, Wil-

liam would be sitting in class at North
High during the day and then spend-
ing his after-school hours at North-
Star, a unique enrichment center for
boys that Hazelrigg runs near 50th
Street and Ames Avenue. He would
be playing lacrosse for NorthStar and
getting plugged into the college prep
and tutoring that NorthStar offers
along with meals, games, a high ropes

course and an indoor climbing wall.
He’d have a chance at other opportu-
nities like a summer Outward Bound
overnight camping trip to the Blue
Ridge Mountains of North Carolina.

But with the pandemic keeping
youths like William at home, places
like NorthStar have gotten creative.
NorthStar, for instance, is serving
some 200 boxed dinners on Monday
nights. Families go through a social-
ly distanced assembly line to pick up
food to take home. NorthStar also pro-
vides food pantry boxes on Wednes-
days and breakfast and lunch on
Fridays. Soon, Hazelrigg is going to
distribute Clorox wipes, toilet paper
and other nonfood essentials.

With its academic and
athletic activities shut

down, NorthStar center
for boys gets creative

FIREWORKS INJURY

Workers’ comp
case is a dud for
trucker who lit
a short fuse

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Like the small mortar that near-
ly destroyed his hand, a workers’
compensation claim has backfired
on a Lincoln man.

The Nebraska Court of Appeals
summarily rejected a truck driv-
er’s claim that he should receive
workers’ compensation after he
blew off the ends of his fingers
while trying to entertain a ware-
house manager in Omaha.

The truck driver, Gregory J.
Webber, had appealed a Workers’
Compensation Court judge’s deci-
sion that it was Webber’s fault for
lighting the fireworks device and
that setting it off was not related
to his job duties.

Webber called himself a
“dumbass” for the explosion but
nonetheless argued that he should
receive workers’ compensation
from his insurance carrier.
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Omaha Farmers Market plans to open June 6, with changes. Midlands, Page 3A

Nebraska Furniture Mart reopens stores in Omaha and Dallas. Page 8A

Guard’s mobilization for coronavirus tops that of 2019 floods. Page 8A

When virus shut down season, Crete girl lost her “only shot at baseball.” Sports

See Fireworks: Page 4

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 6,771 86
Iowa 10,404 219
U.S. 1.26 million 74,347

*As of 10 p.m. Wednesday

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Health experts wonder about the
size of a second wave. Page 9A

More than 11 million U.S. jobs
vanished in April. Page 10A
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NorthStar’s Scott Hazelrigg brought doughnuts and a few questions to William Sherrod’s yard Wednesday. At top left are William and his mother,
Rhonda Scott. At top right, Hazelrigg shows off work on a new dining hall, featuring a vintage Piper Cub, at the center for boys near 50th and Ames.

See Grace: Page 4


