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Midlands senators criticize House probe

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — All four
U.S. senators from Nebraska and
Iowa have joined fellow Republi-
cans lining up behind a resolution
that takes issue with the ongoing
House impeachment inquiry.

That resolution calls on the
House to hold a formal impeach-
ment vote and provide President
Donald Trump with due process,

including the ability to confront
his accusers and call witnesses
on his behalf.

Nebraska Sen. Ben Sasse has
at times been sharply critical of
Trump, but he said in a press re-
lease Thursday that he’s backing
the resolution. Sasse reiterated
his criticisms of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and Rep.
Adam Schiff, D-Calif, chairman
of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee.

“I’ll say it again: Speaker Pe-
losi and Congressman Schiff are
running a partisan clown show in
the House,” he said. “This reso-
lution says Congress should act
like adults. Knock it off with the
hyperventilating for TV camer-
as, start with an open vote in the
House, and actually care about a
process that the American people
could have confidence in.”

The resolution comes after a
group of House Republicans that
included Rep. Steve King, R-Io-
wa, poured into a secure briefing

All 4 back resolution for formal impeachment vote, say
current process has deprived the president of his rights

StratCom pick declines to take a stand on Open Skies

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — The Navy
officer nominated to lead U.S.
Strategic Command declined the
opportunity Thursday to either
endorse or reject a proposed U.S.
withdrawal from the Open Skies
Treaty.

Vice Adm. Charles Richard tes-
tified Thursday before the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee,
which is reviewing his nomina-
tion.

With committee members
praising Richard for his dedicat-
ed service and overall qualifica-
tions, his nomination appears on
track for an easy confirmation.

But sever-
al lawmakers
sought to pull
him into an on-
going debate
over the 34-na-
tion treaty that
allows member
nations to fly
over one anoth-

er’s countries and take photos.
Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., is

among those who argue that Rus-
sia has violated the pact and gets

far more benefit from it than the
U.S., which has a more advanced
network of spy satellites.

“I would submit that perhaps
rather than calling this the Open
Skies Treaty, maybe it should be
called the open skies over Ameri-
ca and the closed skies over Rus-
sia treaty,” Cotton said during
Thursday’s hearing. “Admiral, do
you see value in remaining in a
treaty where only one side is fol-
lowing the rules?”

Treaty withdrawal would idle Offutt jets; Navy officer
draws praise at Senate Armed Services panel hearing

‘Something needs to change,’ residents tell corps
By nancy Gaarder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

NEBRASKA CITY — The lives
of people living along the Missou-
ri River have been devastated, they
say, washed away in the catastrophic
flooding of 2019.

In some areas, farmland was
scoured out by the force of the water;

in others, it was buried beneath feet
of sand. And for miles and miles, the
land remains flooded, seven months
after a late winter megastorm sent
an unimaginable surge of flooding
downstream. The wall of water was so

high that it overwhelmed levees from
Omaha south into Missouri.

So as winter nears with conditions
again prime for spring flooding, about
150 to 200 residents of Missouri, Ne-
braska and Iowa told the Army Corps

of Engineers on Thursday night that
they wanted action — not more talk,
not more meetings, and certainly not
more studies.

“Our lives have been destroyed,”
said 69-year-old Alice Hodde. “Do
you know the human toll this takes
on farmers? Suicide is a big thing. ...
What’s the price of a human life? Do

Crowd at meeting demands a shift in how Missouri River is
managed. ‘Our lives have been destroyed,’ one woman says.
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Rep. Bacon
announces run
for a third term
and stands
by President
Trump.
Midlands

Penitentiary ‘staffing emergency’
brings new push for higher pay

By paul haMMel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — As an emergency
lockdown and “staffing emergen-
cy” were being implemented at the
state’s largest prison on Thursday,
an official with the corrections of-
ficers’ union expressed hope that
the Department of Corrections
will take a look at increasing sal-
aries to address its high turnover
and staffing shortages.

The union has long complained
that the state is losing prison offi-

cers and corporals to county jails
in Omaha, Lincoln and Papillion
because those agencies pay higher
starting wages, require less over-
time, and provide regular wage in-
creases for years of service.

“We keep saying that we have
to address this structural mat-
ter — how they’re paying people.
Maybe the time is right to address
that now,” said Gary Young, the at-
torney for the Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge 88, which represents
state corrections officers, corpo-

Revenue projection raised
Nebraska expects an extra $266

million this budget period, setting up
a fight on how to spend it. Midlands
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The Missouri River is running high and is primed to flood again in the spring. The photo above was taken Thursday from Lewis and Clark Park north of Council Bluffs.
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See River: Page 4

Vice Adm.
Charles Richard

See Richard: Page 2
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