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By Staff Sgt. Jeremy L. Mosier
Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFNS) — Brig. Gen. Julian Cheater 
and his wife, Camila, received the 2018 General and Mrs. 
Jerome F. O’Malley Award from Air Force Vice Chief of 
Staff Gen. Stephen W. Wilson during a recent ceremony at 
the Pentagon.

This award is named after Gen. and Mrs. Jerome F. 
O’Malley who sought to take care of the most valuable 
asset in the Air Force – our Airmen. The Cheaters stood 
out among the 147 highly-selective wing command teams 
across the operational Air Force. This award recognizes 
their efforts while commanding the 432nd Wing/Air Expe-
ditionary Wing at Creech Air Force Base, Nevada.

“Despite a grueling operations tempo with relentless 
demands on their time, Julian and Cammy still prioritized 
their Airmen,” Wilson said. “No one is surprised to see 
them up here today.”

In attendance was O’Malley’s daughter, Sharon O’Mal-
ley-Burg, who flew out from San Antonio to be a key part of 
the ceremony and demonstrate how her parents continue to 
influence the Air Force. 

As is tradition, she presented Cheater the brigadier 
general stars worn by O’Malley; the stars are passed down 
to each successive award recipient.

“Camila and I are truly honored by this award. We had 
the privilege to lead dedicated Airmen, civilians and con-
tractors from 20 squadrons spread across four states. We 
humbly accept this prestigious award on behalf of them, 
as they are the ones who helped strengthen our Air Force 
family while conducting relentless 24/7 combat opera-
tions.”

Cheater also discussed removing barriers and empower-
ing Airmen while creating a sense of family.

The Cheaters focused on taking care of Airmen at 
Creech AFB by meeting with Las Vegas and national politi-
cians to build future housing and dorms that will cut their 
commute time in half. 

They also played a central role in working with the local 
YMCA, as well as local city planners, to provide more child 
care options for families. Cheater helped secure approval 
for installation command authority for Creech AFB while 
simultaneously standing up a new operations group and 
three additional squadrons at Shaw AFB, South Carolina.

The couple also hosted quarterly “Creech Cares” events, 
helped organize deployed spouse dinners and offered 

marriage retreats for Airmen, where they shared their own 
stories and challenges they have faced in their time in the 
Air Force.

“Although we didn’t give Dr. Phil a run for his money by 
hosting several marriage retreats,” Mrs. Cheater said, “we 
learned so much about our team and their genuine strug-

gles and victories.”
The collective actions exemplified by the Cheater family 

captures the spirit of this award.
“(O’Malley) always told his staff, ‘you have three priori-

ties: yourself, your family and the Air Force,’” Wilson said. 
“Unless the first two are in order, the third one can’t be.”

Wilson honors 2018 O’Malley Award recipients
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Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen Wilson poses with Brig. Gen. Julian Cheater and his wife, Camila Cheater, during a 
ceremony to present the couple with the 2018 General and Mrs. Jerome F. O’Malley Award at the Pentagon in Arlington, Va., Nov. 
13. The award annually recognizes a wing commander and his or her spouse who together best exemplify the ethos of Airmen-centric 
service.

By Ron Petak
Papillion Times Executive 

Editor

Vision becomes reality 
this week for Papillion and 
its residents.

A little more than two 
years after breaking 
ground, the city’s state-of-
the-art Papillion Landing 
Community Recreation 
Center opens to the public 
on Monday.

An open house is sched-
uled Jan. 24 from 5 to 9 
p.m., with an additional 
open house set for Feb. 21 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Grand 
opening festivities are slat-
ed for March 13.

Unlike anything in the 
region, the center features 
120,000 square feet of space 
that is in addition to the 
80,000 square feet of space 
in the neighboring Papillion 
Landing Field House.

The Papillion Landing 
complex was funded with 
approximately $61 million 
in bonds earmarked for the 
project and other parks and 
recreation improvements. 
Bond payments are made 
with funds collected from a 
2016 voter-approved ½-cent 
sales tax. No property tax 
dollars were used for the 
construction of the facili-
ties.

Construction cost for 
the Community Recreation 
Center and Field House 
came in around $48 million.

Those buildings — com-
bined with the recent 
installation of a turf field 
for soccer and football, and 
plans to build a softball/
youth baseball complex 
as well as grass soccer 
fields — make Papillion a 
leader among its peers in 
recreation offerings for its 
residents.

“I’m beyond proud,” 
Recreation Director Lori 
Hansen said during a tour 
of the facility. 

“It’s just amazing to see 
the reality of your work 
that started with napkin 

sketches to seeing some-
thing like this.

“It’s one of the most beau-
tiful community facilities 
I’ve ever seen.”

There are two compo-
nents to the community 
recreation center, located 
on Lincoln Road just east 
of 96th Street. Entering the 
building on its west side, 
there is no fee to visit the 
community center, while 
the recreation center re-
quires a membership.

There are four methods 
for residents and non-resi-
dents to use the Recreation 
Center – annual member-
ship, monthly membership, 
daily fee and punch cards. 
Details on pricing, as well 
as other Papillion Landing 
information is available 
at papillion.org/835/Papil-
lion-Landing.

The Recreation Center 
includes the Natatorium 
(pool area), indoor play-
ground, birthday party 
rooms, private changing 
rooms, multi-court gymna-
sium, child watch services, 
elevated walking/running 
track, fitness center and 
group fitness/dance rooms.

The indoor swim area 
consists of a zero-depth 
pool, four-lane lap pool, 
lazy river and water slides. 
There 20 adjacent changing 
rooms, including 12 with 
showers.

State-of-the-art workout 
equipment is available for 
members, as well spaces 
for classes for such things 
as Tai Chi, dance and yoga.

A walking/running track 
overlooks three full-sized 
courts (converted to six 
volleyball courts) that can 
be rented by local sports or-
ganizations for leagues and 
tournaments. The gymnasi-
um is the only portion of the 
Recreation Center to have a 
separate entrance.

Adjacent to the gymna-
sium is a supervised child 
watch area for members 
that can accommodate up to 
30 children. There, parents 

can leave their little ones 
to watch a movie, play with 
toys or spend time on a tab-
let playing a video game.

The electronic devices, 
as well as computers and 
laptops used in the digital 
library and other areas 
of the Community Center 
were purchased from a 
$50,000 grant to the city 
from Facebook.

The Community Center 
features an event center, 
catering kitchen, youth cen-
ter, Master’s 55+ Club, arts 
and crafts studio, multi-use 
classrooms, digital library 
services, community gym 
and lounge space.

A membership fee is not 
required to use that Com-
munity Center.

In addition to the ame-
nities listed, the Commu-
nity Center is home to the 
Chrysalis Event Center 
comprised of the Chrysalis 
Ballroom (dividable confer-
ence room), Chrysalis Hall 
(the community gym that 
can be converted to event 
space and includes a stage) 
and Chrysalis Courtyard.

In efforts to attract 
special events – everything 
from wedding receptions 
to corporate meetings – the 
Chrysalis Event Center 
features a catering kitchen 
to be used by the center’s 
preferred list of caterers.

Things you need to know:
~ Except for the Recre-

ation Center gymnasium 
for private events (tourna-
ments, etc.), facility users 
must enter through the 
main entrance on the west 
side of the building.

~ All visitors must use 
the parking lots on the west 
side of the building.

~ Seven laps on the walk-
ing/running track equals 
one mile.

~ The Community Rec-
reation Center houses the 
city’s recreation staff – that 
has grown to 14 full-time 
employees from its pre-
vious five. In addition to 
the full-time staff, the city 

is now employing 75-100 
part-timers.

~ Children under age 11 
must be accompanied by 
a parent/guardian while in 
the community area.

~ More is to come to Pa-
pillion Landing as the city 
has approved construction 
of a softball complex and 
grass soccer fields to be 
part of the complex.

Papillion Landing’s Community
Recreation Center set to open

ARLINGTON, Va. (AFNS) - In prepa-
ration for its 75th anniversary, Sept. 18, 
2022, the Air Force is soliciting birthday 
theme ideas from Total Force Airmen and 
civilians. 

Every year in September, the Depart-
ment of the Air Force dedicates a theme to 
celebrate the Air Force’s birthday.

 Some of the past themes include, “Fron-
tiers of Blue… This is 72!”, ”Focusing on 
heritage, warfighting capability and inno-
vation,” “American Airman… Wingman, 
Leader, Warrior,” and “Breaking Barriers!”

Concepts for the 75th birthday theme 
should consider inclusiveness of multi-do-
main operations, capture Airmen’s inno-
vation and reflect the Air Force’s heritage 
over the last 75 years. 

Considered themes should be short, 
concise, catchy and memorable (e.g. the 
70th anniversary theme was “Breaking 
Barriers”). Submissions must also be in 
good taste.

 All submissions and voting will take 

place through the IdeaScale website.
 The submission and voting timeline is as 

follows:
 - The competition submission period will 

be from Jan. 6-31, 2020.
 - The voting window will be from Feb. 24 

– March 6, 2020.
 The best qualified submissions will be 

considered and sent to the chief of staff of 
the Air Force, the vice chief of staff of the 
Air Force, the Air Force director of staff 
and the chief master sergeant of the Air 
Force for the final decision.

 The winner will be announced around 
April 1, 2020.

 The winner will receive an all-expense 
paid trip to the Air Force Association’s Air, 
Space & Cyber Conference in September 
2022, to attend the 75th Air Force birthday 
celebration and meet the CSAF and CMSAF.

Airmen and civilians with ideas should 
submit them online at https://usaf.ideas-
calegov.com/a/ideas/recent/campaigns/101, 
when the submission window opens.

Air Force to solicit 75th birthday theme ideas
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