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Congolese warlord gets
prison for atrocities

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
— The International Criminal
Court passed its highest ever
sentence Thursday, sending a
Congolese warlord known as
“The Terminator” to prison for
30 years for crimes including
murder, rape and sexual
slavery.

Bosco
Ntaganda
was found
guilty in July
of 18 counts
of war crimes
and crimes
against
humanity
for his role
as a military
commander
in atrocities during a bloody
ethnic conflict in a mineral-
rich region of Congo in 2002-
2003.

Ntaganda showed no
emotion as Presiding Judge
Robert Fremr announced his
sentence. — AP

Drought, hunger threaten
millions of Africans

JOHANNESBURG — An
estimated 45 million people
are threatened with hunger by

a severe drought strangling
wide stretches of southern
Africa.

Emergency food deliveries
are planned for parts of
South Africa, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and other
countries hard hit by a
combination of low rainfall
and high temperatures.

“The scale of the drought
devastation across southern
Africa is staggering,” said
Nellie Nyang’wa, southern
Africa director for the
international aid agency
Oxfam. — AP

Iran alleges misdeeds
by U.N. inspector

VIENNA — Iran alleged
Thursday that the U.N.
inspector it blocked from a
nuclear site last week tested
positive for suspected traces
of explosive nitrates. The
U.N.’s nuclear watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, disputed Iran’s claim.

The allegation made by
Iranian representative Kazem
Gharib Abadi came as Iran
injected uranium gas into
centrifuges at its underground
Fordo nuclear complex
Thursday, taking its most
significant step away from its
2015 nuclear deal with world

powers.
President Donald Trump

unilaterally withdrew America
from the deal, promising a
pact that would cover more of
Iran’s misdeeds. — AP

U.S.-led coalition starts
policing Mideast oil routes

A U.S.-led coalition created
to secure sea lines vital to oil
shipping in the Middle East
formally launched operations
in the most concerted
international response yet
to months of tensions in the
region.

Formed in response
to a series of attacks
on vessels and onshore
facilities that some coalition
members blamed on Iran,
the International Maritime
Security Construct, formerly
known as Operation Sentinel,
will protect ships crossing the
Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman
and Bab el-Mandeb.

“Over the last six months,
we have seen increased
threats in these waters,”
said U.S. Vice Admiral
James Malloy, commander of
America’s Fifth Fleet, based
in Bahrain. The naval force
will only attack if attacked, he
said Thursday at a ceremony
in Bahrain. — Bloomberg
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Juul halts sale of
mint, its top flavor

Juul Labs said Thursday
it will halt sales of its
best-selling, mint-flavored
electronic cigarettes as
it struggles to survive a
nationwide backlash against
vaping.

The voluntary step comes
days after new government
research showed that Juul
is the top brand among
high schoolers who use
e-cigarettes and that many
prefer mint.

In the latest government
survey, 1 in 4 high school
students reported using
e-cigarettes in the previous
month, despite federal law
banning sales to those under
18.

Also, new federal figures
out Thursday showed more
than 2,000 people have
been diagnosed with vaping
illnesses in the still-unsolved
U.S. outbreak. — AP

Secret Service: School
attacks preventable

Most students who
committed deadly school
attacks over the past decade
were badly bullied, had a
history of disciplinary trouble
and their behavior concerned
others but was never
reported, according to a U.S.
Secret Service study.

The study by the Secret
Service’s National Threat
Assessment Center looked in
depth at 41 school attacks
from 2008 through 2017.
The information gleaned
through the research will help
train school officials and law
enforcement on how to better
identify students who may
be planning an attack and
how to stop them before they
strike.

“These are not sudden,
impulsive acts where a
student suddenly gets
disgruntled,” Lina Alathari,
the center’s head, said in an
AP interview. “The majority
of these incidents are
preventable.” — AP

Woman sent to jail for
slamming door

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — The
slam of a courtroom door has
led to time in the slammer for
a Virginia woman.

The Virginian-Pilot reports
Sonnia Gaston, 18, went to
a Virginia Beach courtroom
on Wednesday to support
her boyfriend in a probation
violation case. When he was
sentenced to jail, Gaston
slammed one of the double
wooden doors as she left
the courtroom. For her
outburst, Gaston was found
in contempt of court and
sentenced to 10 days in jail.
— AP
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump
wanted Attorney General
William Barr to hold a press
conference to declare that
he broke no laws during his
July phone conversation
with Ukraine’s president in
which Trump pressed his
Ukrainian counterpart to
investigate Democrats, ac-
cording to a person familiar
with the matter.

Trump lashed out at the
revelation, first reported by
the Washington Post.

He tweeted Thursday
that the claim “is totally un-
true and just another FAKE
NEWS story with anony-
mous sources that don’t ex-
ist.”

Barr rebuffed the presi-
dent’s request, which came
in September, around the
time that the White House
released a rough transcript
of the July 25 call at the cen-
ter of the House impeach-
ment probe.

The person familiar with
the matter spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to reveal
internal discussions.

House Democrats are in-
vestigating Trump’s pres-
sure on Ukraine’s president,
Volodymyr Zelensky, to
investigate Democrat Joe
Biden and his son Hunter as
aid money was being with-
held from the Eastern Euro-
pean country.

Trump says he did noth-
ing wrong.

“Just read the Tran-
script,” he wrote Thursday.
“The Justice Department al-
ready ruled that the call was
good.”

That appears to be a ref-
erence to a statement from
the Justice Department say-
ing the phone call did not
break any campaign finance
law.

Also Thursday, House in-
vestigators released anoth-
er transcript of testimony
in the Trump impeachment
inquiry.

The tes-
timony was
from George
Kent, a ca-
reer official
at the State
Department.
He testified
that he was
told to “lay

low” on Ukraine policy as
the Trump administration,
and the president’s person-
al attorney, Rudy Giuliani,
were interacting with
Ukraine outside of tradition-
al foreign policy channels.

House investigators are
pushing out transcripts from
hours of closed-door inter-
views in the inquiry as they
prepare for public sessions
with witnesses next week.

Kent also raised concerns
about the Trump adminis-
tration’s recall of its am-
bassador to Ukraine, Marie
Yovanovitch.

Kent said he memorial-
ized in writing the conver-
sations he was having with
other diplomats amid his
concerns of “an effort to
initiate politically motivated
prosecutions that were inju-
rious to the rule of law, both
in Ukraine and U.S.” The
memorandum was submit-
ted to the State Department.

Kent, Yovanovitch and
diplomat William Taylor are
expected to appear in the

public sessions next week.
An aide to Vice Presi-

dent Mike Pence, Jennifer
Williams, testified behind
closed doors Thursday in
the investigation. Williams
is a career foreign service
officer in the State Depart-
ment who is detailed to
Pence’s office as an adviser
for Europe and Russia.

Williams is one of sever-
al White House aides who
were listening in on the July
phone call between Trump
and Zelensky in which
Trump asked the new leader
to investigate Democrats,
according to an administra-
tion official who requested
anonymity to discuss the
conversation.

Former national security
adviser John Bolton failed
to appear for an interview
with impeachment inves-
tigators Thursday, making
it unlikely that he will pro-
vide testimony to the House.
Democrats say they will
simply use the no-shows as
evidence of the president’s
obstruction of Congress.

The White House has said
it will not cooperate with the
probe.

Trump denies that he wanted Barr
to absolve him over Ukraine call

William
Barr

A New York judge on Thursday ordered President Donald
Trump to pay $2 million to an array of charities to resolve a
lawsuit alleging he misused his own charitable foundation
to further his political and business interests. Judge Saliann
Scarpulla said Trump breached his fiduciary duty to the
Trump Foundation by allowing his campaign staff to plan a
fundraiser for veterans’ charities in the run-up to the 2016
Iowa caucuses. The event was designed “to further Mr. Trump’s
political campaign,” Scarpulla said.

The judge also signed off on agreements between Trump’s
lawyers and the New York attorney general’s office to close
the Trump Foundation. In the agreements, Trump admitted to
personally misusing Trump Foundation funds. — AP

Trump admits to misusing his charity’s funds

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

The e-cigarette maker Juul Labs said Thursday that it will halt
sales of its best-selling mint-flavored vaping pods.

NEW YORK (AP) — A
Long Island firm sold tens
of millions of dollars in
Chinese-made surveillance
and other sensitive securi-
ty equipment to customers,
including the U.S. military
to use on aircraft carriers,
by falsely claiming that the
goods were manufactured
in America, federal prose-
cutors said Thursday.

The fraud that prose-
cutors allege by Aventura
Technologies Inc. raised
“a grave concern” over cy-
bersecurity, U.S. Attorney
Richard Donoghue said.

Though there was no alle-
gation of breaches involving
the Chinese government,
emails and other evidence
from the investigation
showed “individuals in Chi-
na were well aware of what
was going on,” Donoghue
said.

The equipment made in
China and sold by Aventura
“as purportedly U.S.-made
has been installed on dozens
of Army, Navy and Air Force
bases, Department of Ener-
gy facilities and, among oth-
er places, on Navy aircraft
carriers,” prosecutors said
in the criminal complaint.

Of the $88 million Aven-
tura made since 2010, $20
million came from feder-
al government contracts
promising it would provide
only U.S.-made products,
they said.

Prosecutors accused the
company of a cover-up in-
volving systematically re-
labeling its merchandise to
say it was made at its U.S.
plant. It also circulated a
photo that an Aventura ex-
ecutive, Jack Cabasso, said
showed the company’s as-
sembly line, but it was actu-
ally an image of workers in
a Chinese facility, the com-
plaint said.

Last year, Cabasso emailed
an employee of a Chinese
manufacturer stressing the
need to take steps to make
sure its products couldn’t be
traced, prosecutors said. He
wrote that “the biggest prob-
lem” was that customers
might notice the company’s
initials on circuit boards and
asked them to conceal them,
prosecutors said.

The scheme began to un-
ravel after the company
sold 25 body cameras to the
U.S. Air Force. Security an-
alysts discovered download-
ed images including a logo
of the Chinese Ministry of
Public Security on the de-
vices, the complaint said. A
software analysis found in-
dications that the camera’s
manufacturer in China “had
been aware that the U.S. Air
Force was the intended end
user of the camera.”

Seven current and for-
mer Aventura employees,
including Cabasso and other
top managers, were charged
with conspiracy to commit
wire and mail fraud. The
government also froze bank
accounts and seized a 70-
foot yacht it said is owned
by Cabasso and his wife.

Aventura is based in Com-
mack, New York. A compa-
ny website touts it as having
“a reputation for being an
innovative designer, devel-
oper and manufacturer of
security hardware, software
and peripheral products for
government, military and
enterprise since 1999.”

U.S. company is
accused of sale
of Chinese-made
surveillance gear
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10-50% Off
Trees, shrubs and Perennials!a d e e a s

also ask about fall
landscaping Projects!l
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9900 F Street
Across from Kellogg’s

402-331-5262
LoveLandGrassPad.com

CLIP AD

Monday-Saturday
8am - 5pm,

Closed Sunday til Spring

SOD SALE
FRESH CUT

Dark Green
BlueWave

STRAW
BIG
BALE
SALE

DOG HOUSE DELIGHT

HELPS WINTER STRESS RECOVERY

SNOWMAN
•WINTER ROOT BUILDER
• SPRING GREEN
• THICKENS TURF
• HEALTHY BOOST

$32950 lb.
@ $2.98

Estate Mix

LB.

$269
50 lb. @
$2.19

Bulldog Tough
MACHO MIX

START
NOW!

• MACHO MIX
• ESTATE MIX
• STADIUM SPECIAL

Over Seeding? It’s Not Too Late

DORMANT SEEDING

LAWN
CAL
REDUCE
SALT

DAMAGE

LAWN
CALCIUM

ICE MELT
WE
GOT
IT!

ICE
MELT

0000081721-03

Holiday
Open House

20% off

Thurs Nov 7 th

thru Sun Nov 10 th

Entire Purchase of
Holiday & Home Decor

13206 Grover St • 402.397.4585
www.gobeyondthevine.com
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Please visit schmittmusic.com/omaha for piano sale details, or 
contact a Schmitt Music Piano Specialist to schedule your showing. 7355 Dodge St. Omaha, NE 68114  (south of Crossroads Mall)

402-391-5588   |   omkb@schmittmusic.com

*With approved credit; 7.99% interest for up to 7 years on new Steinway, Boston, Essex pianos 

•  Factory-Authorized Instant Rebates on all new Steinway pianos!

•  Special pricing on a great selection of pianos – consignments,
 factory rebuilt, pre-owned & slightly used, and demo pianos!

•  Affordable special factory  nancing – 12 month no interest option
 or low interest  nancing* for up to 7 years available at the event!

•  Trade up to a Steinway – trade-in values will never be higher!

This Factory-Authorized event features the year’s biggest savings on
Steinway & Sons, and Steinway-designed Boston and Essex pianos.

Friday, November 8 – Sunday, November 10

Steinway Factory-Authorized
Piano Selection Event
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