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By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

The Ralston Public Schools Board 
of Education has been filled, and Robin
Richards is happy to have been appoint-
ed the board’s newest member.

Richards was one of seven applicants 
who applied for the position after Mike 
Overkamp resigned in October due to 
increased professional responsibilities. 
She was sworn in at the board’s Nov. 25 
meeting.

“I was very happy that I have the 
chance to give back to the community 
that helped raise me,” Richards said. “My
heart and soul live here in Ralston. When 
I got a chance to give back to the school 
system, I figured it was probably time to
do so.”
Growing up, Richards, a second-gen-

eration graduate of Ralston High School,
attended Blumfield and Seymour ele-
mentary schools, Ralston Middle School
and graduated from RHS in 1999.
Now her two sons, who are enrolled in

RPS, carry on the legacy.
“I’m a Ralston girl through and 

through,” she said. “There’s a reason my
family keeps returning to this small town 
in the big city to educate our kids. It’s be-
cause we know the magic that’s in this 
small community.”

Richards graduated from the Univer-

sity of Nebraska at Omaha where she 
majored in education, English and music.

She currently works as the business 
manager for the Nebraska Arts Coun-
cil and is the accessibility coordinator 
through the National Endowment for the 
Arts for the state of Nebraska.
In addition to that, she serves on sev-

eral boards, including the Omaha Chil-
dren’s Choir, Vesper Concert Series and
the Bellevue Choral Society.

Now Richards said she is eager to get 
back to her education roots.

“I’m really looking forward to dipping 
back into education and help guide the 
policies and procedures of the school sys-
tem,” she said.
Before graduating from UNO, Rich-

ards worked as a paraprofessional at Sey-
mour Elementary, which she said gives
her a unique outlook on the education 
system.

“I kind of have a rare look at not being 
only someone who has grown up in this 
system and a parent in the system, but a
teacher in this system,” she said. “Now
I have the ability to kind of guide the 
school system as it goes and help put in 
my input.”
In her new role, Richards said she

wants to uphold the integrity that RPS 
has held throughout the years.

“I hope to maintain the high standards 
of Ralston schools,” she said.

Richards fills school board vacancy
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Ralston Public Schools’ Superintendent Mark Adler swears in Robin Richards as the newest 
Board of Education member at the board’s Nov. 25 meeting.

By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

The Ralston City Council discussed and voted on the fol-
lowing items at its Dec. 3 meeting:
• Held a public hearing and approved a first reading of an

ordinance that will update the Ralston zoning codes about 
advertising through the use of banners and flags on public
rights-of-way.

Planning Commission Chairman Rich Onken highlighted 
several aspects of the ordinance feather flag signs are now
available and real estate signs cannot be forever signs.
A feather flag sign is any sign printed or painted on cloth,

plastic, canvas or other like material with distinctive colors,
patters or symbols attached to a pole or staff, anchored on
two perpendicular edges and mounted vertically.
Copies of the complete list of sign regulations and defini-

tions of signage type can be picked up at Ralston City Hall,
5500 S 77th St.

• Approved an amendment to Ralston municipal code to 
classify the streets within the Ralston Village planned unit
development as snow emergency routes. The streets consist 
of Serum Avenue east of 77th Street, 76th Avenue south of
Serum Avenue and 77th Street south of Serum Avenue.

• Approved the following appointments and reappoint-
ment’s to city boards:
Civil Service Commission: Dennis Parsley, Larry Forman,

Dan Walsh and Bradley Ryan.
Community Redevelopment Authority: Brian Kavanaugh.
Park and Tree Commission: Bob Tourek and Zach Perkins.
Planning Commission: Jessica Saab, Jeff Sinnett, Dan Boy-

er, Mark Krzemien and Steven Bode.
• Approved the reappointment of Krause as council pres-

ident.
• Approved to have JEO Consulting Group continue as 

the city engineer.
• Approved to pay $14,654 to Historical Research Group

to conduct research on buildings in Ralston. The funds will 
be covered by both the Archives Committee and the Ralston 
Community Foundation.

The next regular council meeting will be Tuesday at 
5:30 p.m. at Ralston City Hall.

Advertising 
flags merit 
attention

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Dave Forrest resigned as the Ralston city administra-
tor on Friday.
Forrestwas hired in September 2017 to be the Ralston’s

first ever city administrator. Prior to that Ralston was the
only city in Nebraska with more than 5,000 residents not
to have a city administrator.
Last month, Forrest said he was looking for a new job

and the city posted a job opening for the position. Mayor 
Don Groesser said the city has received 37 applications 
for the job and the city is trying to fill the position as soon
as possible.

Forrest resigns city post 
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Macy Daniel, 3, dances during Dancing Storytime Monday at Baright Public Library. The Baright offers a variety 
of activities for children and adults of all ages. See the Baright website ralstonlibrary.org for more details.

Dance party
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