
What you need to
know about how
life in Nebraska will
change on June 1

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

All of Nebraska will take the
next step toward reopening June
1 as Gov. Pete Ricketts issues new
health directives to help manage
social interactions, business oper-
ations and sports.

On Thursday, Ricketts an-
nounced the next phase of direct-
ed health measures. Eighty-nine
counties that took their initial re-
opening steps this month will see
some other restrictions eased in
June.

The remaining four counties —
Hall, Hamilton and Merrick in cen-
tral Nebraska and Dakota County
in northeast Nebraska — can make
their initial moves to reopen as of
June 1.

In the vast majority of coun-
ties, Ricketts’ new emergency

GOVERNOR SEEKS BALANCE
AS HE LOOSENS MORE RULES

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — With other states
loosening COVID-19 restrictions
and bar owners in Omaha law-
yering up, Gov. Pete Ricketts an-
nounced Thursday that he was
relaxing many of the limits on
public gatherings and liquor out-
lets that he first started imposing
two months ago.

Effective June 1 in 89 counties,
including the Omaha area, bars
and lounges can reopen under
the same rules that now apply to
restaurants — no more than 50%
capacity, with patrons at tables
spaced out by at least 6 feet and
no one sitting at the bar.

Ricketts also announced that
public gatherings in those coun-
ties can increase from the current
limit of 10 to 25 as of June 1.

For stadiums, outdoor and in-
door arenas, theaters, festivals,
zoos and other large venues, the
limit was raised to 25 people or

25% of a venue’s rated occupancy
(not to exceed 3,000), whichever
is greater.

Groups inside those venues
would be limited to six people,
with 6 feet between groups. That

includes wedding and funeral re-
ceptions.

As for health clubs, they can al-
low up to 25 people or 50% of their
rated capacity.

‘You can’t stop’ virus entirely, Ricketts says; bars
can reopen, crowd limits will rise in 89 counties

C H R I S M A C H I A N / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Dawn Campbell, left, sells Megan Rerucha two growlers at Zipline Brewing Co. in downtown Omaha on Thursday. Bars can take a step toward normal service on June 1.

FIRST-DEGREE MURDER

Omaha man is charged in fatal
shooting of convicted sex offender

By alia Conley

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Inmates in a medical unit at the
Douglas County Jail greeted an
Omaha man charged with killing
a convicted sex offender with a
standing ovation, the man’s attor-
ney said Thursday.

James Fairbanks, who was ar-
rested Tuesday, also has had more
than $1,200 placed into his com-
missary account, attorney Steve
Lefler said — apparently from
donors who cheer Fairbanks as a
hero online.

But Chief Deputy Douglas Coun-
ty Attorney Brenda Beadle said
Thursday that Fairbanks shouldn’t
have taken the law into his own

hands, which is why
he was arrested.

“I don’t classi-
fy somebody who
would kill some-
body in cold blood a
hero,” she said. “He
doesn’t get to be
the judge and jury.
That’s why we have

a system in place.”
In court Thursday afternoon,

Fairbanks, 43, was ordered held
without bail on charges of first-
degree murder and use of a fire-
arm to commit a felony. Authori-
ties say he fatally shot 64-year-old
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Concerts are allowed to resume starting June 1. But will they? Page 2A

State records increase of 303 cases, including 124 in Douglas County. Page 4A

Nebraska Latino leaders ask for more help for meatpacking workers. Page 4A

Couple married for 60 years die from coronavirus 12 hours apart. Page 5A

Home to Houston
7-year-old who spent a year at
the Nebraska Medical Center

after liver transplant says
goodbye to Omaha. Midlands

Bowling is on a roll
The NSAA has approved it
as a high school sport, the

first to be added in Nebraska
since softball in 1993. Sports
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OPEN SKIES TREATY

U.S. to withdraw from pact that
relies on two Offutt-based jets

By Steve liewer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Trump administration on
Thursday gave notice that it will
pull out of the 1992 Open Skies
Treaty, a move that would perma-
nently ground two Offutt-based
photo reconnaissance jets used to
enforce the accord.

The treaty allows the U.S., Rus-
sia and 32 other nations — mostly
European countries — to conduct
supervised, unarmed observation
flights over one another’s territo-
ry. The flights began in 2002; more
than 1,500 have been flown since.

The planes carry expensive
cameras, called sensors, built to
specifications strictly regulated

by the treaty. The U.S. aircraft,
60-year-old OC-135B jets, are
maintained by the 55th Wing and
flown by crews from the 45th Re-
connaissance Squadron at Offutt.
The mission crews that operate
the cameras and analyze the imag-
ery are from the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency in Virginia.

On Thursday, the administration

See Open Skies: Page 5

James
Fairbanks

See Fairbanks: Page 5

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
The CDC says the virus ‘does
not spread easily’ from touching
surfaces. Page 7A

Bleak data piles up on unemploy-
ment and home sales. Page 8A

See Q&A: Page 2

CHANGES TO DIRECTED HEALTH MEASURES
For Nebraska counties begining June 1

Dakota

Hall

Merrick

Hamilton

Will move to the level of restrictions currently in place in Omaha

Will have restrictions on gatherings further relaxed

Phase 1
Phase 2

SOURCE:
Governor’s office

T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

See Ricketts: Page 2


