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GEN. JOHN HYTEN

Allegations
could put
nomination
in peril

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Nebraskans
have come to know Gen. John
Hyten as head of U.S. Strategic
Command and hailed his nomina-
tion earlier this year to the highest
levels of military leadership.

But that nomination is now in
jeopardy amid allegations that
Hyten sexually harassed and as-
saulted one of his aides while
running StratCom, which is head-
quartered at Offutt Air Force Base
south of Omaha.

The accuser told the Associated
Press that Hyten subjected her to a
series of unwanted sexual advanc-
es by kissing, hugging and rubbing
up against her in 2017. And she
says he tried to derail her military
career after she rebuffed him.

Her allegations come as the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee
is reviewing Hyten’s nomination
to be the next vice chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the sec-
ond-highest military position at
the Pentagon.

Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii,
is one member of the committee
who has made a point of pressing
all nominees about any past mis-
conduct.

“These kinds of allegations
are serious,” Hirono told The

StratCom chief, picked for
post on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, is accused of sexual
harassment and assault

Trail’s fate is now in the hands of a three-judge panel

By Martha stoddard

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

WILBER, Neb. — Defense at-
torneys saw little point in having
a jury decide whether Aubrey
Trail should be eligible for the
death penalty after they took less
than three hours to convict him of
murder.

So on Thursday, Trail waived
his right to have a jury decide
whether the killing of Sydney
Loofe, 24, involved aggravating
circumstances that could qualify
the case for a death sentence.

“It may have been wasted ef-
fort” to argue aggravating cir-
cumstances before that group,
said Ben Murray, one of two

court-appointed attorneys de-
fending Trail.

The waiver leaves Trail’s fate to
be decided by a three-judge pan-
el to be appointed by Nebraska
Supreme Court Chief Justice Mi-
chael Heavican.

One of the three judges will
be Saline County District Judge
Vicky Johnson, who presided over
the murder trial.

The jury in the case was seques-
tered overnight at a motel after
finding Trail guilty of first-degree

murder and conspiracy to commit
murder Wednesday in the slaying
and dismemberment of Loofe, a
Lincoln store clerk.

The jury’s focus on Thursday
was to be whether aggravating
circumstances — such as the hei-
nous nature of the crime — exist-
ed that qualify the case for capital
punishment.

But Trail, 52, told the court
Thursday that he was waiving his

Convicted killer waives his right to have jury decide
whether circumstances qualify case for death penalty

Are bugs bugging you? Here’s a plan
for battling each of the major pests

By MarJie ducey

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

There’s no escaping them —
unless you want to stay inside all
summer, you’re going to have to
deal with bugs.

But even that won’t guarantee
that you will avoid the pests alto-
gether, urban entomologist Jody
Green said.

In just a two-day period earli-
er this week, Green responded to
more than 40 inquiries from the
public about bugs. She identified
such species as cockroaches, ter-
mites, Japanese beetles, carpenter
ants, bedbugs, mosquitoes, crick-
ets, stink bugs, drain flies, wasps
and butterflies. Even, from a pho-
to, an animal’s insect-filled vomit
in a homeowner’s driveway. In it
were about 25 cicada nymphs the
animal had dug up from the soil.

This summer, Green said, the
numbers of ticks, painted lady
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Rising
groundwater
is latest factor
in flood threat
to central
Nebraska.
Midlands

A tapestry of
stories, woven
with your help,
is almost done

When I was in
the eighth grade,
I sewed myself a
cape.

Mrs. Bartels had
commanded the
fine young pupils
in her Red Cloud
Junior High home
economics class
to make a sweat-

shirt, and we scholars dutifully
picked our patterns and headed
to the sewing machines. I quick-
ly flubbed up my Chicago Bears
sweatshirt.

So I decided to freelance. I put
my hand in the fabric scrap pile
and pulled out a red square. I
sewed it to a piece of leftover blue
rectangle. I sewed that to a green
trapezoid, a yellow triangle, a pink
circle.

Soon I proudly wore my new
rainbow cape around the class-
room, flapping it behind me, mar-
veling at my own brilliance.

Mrs. Bartels was significantly

Matthew
Hansen

COLUMNIST
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E l S i E S T O r M B E r G / T H E W O r l d - H E r A l d

A painted lady butterfly on a coneflower. Reports of the painted lady are up this year.

C H r i S M A C H i A N / T H E W O r l d - H E r A l d

A green sweat bee gathers pollen on a prairie fire coneflower in midtown Omaha on Thursday.
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