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AT JULY 14 MEETING

Council will
reconsider
scooter
contracts

By Reece Ristau

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Electric, dockless scooters are
back on the table in Omaha.

The City Council next month will
reconsider operating agreements
with scooter companies Spin and
Bird after rejecting those agree-
ments on a 4-3 vote last week. City
officials have spent the last sever-
al months preparing to launch a
second scooter pilot program this
year.

Councilman Ben Gray, who had
voted against the agreements, re-
quested that they be reconsidered.

During a previous public hear-
ing on the agreements, Gray said
he wanted assurances that the
scooters would play a role in his
district, which covers much of
North Omaha. He apparently had
planned to vote in favor, but af-
ter listening to Council President
Chris Jerram outline concerns
about the safety and sanitation of
scooters and whether businesses
find them to be a nuisance, Gray
said he changed course.

“You’ve effectively changed my
mind about it,” Gray said last week
shortly before voting against the
agreements.

He now appears ready to green-
light the pilot program.

“I didn’t want to hold them up

Gray, who voted with 4-3
majority to reject the deals,
has changed his mind on
this year’s pilot program

Cities, counties fear being shorted on relief aid

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — When Hall Coun-
ty Board member Pamela Lan-
caster looks around her central
Nebraska county, she sees a lot of
COVID-19 related costs piling up.

Expenses include the private

security guards hired to enforce
social-distancing standards at the
county courthouse, remodeling
an old federal building for tempo-
rary use for county court trials,
erecting clear-plastic barriers
at service counters to protect
employees and patrons, and the
purchase of hand sanitizer and

masks.
So far, she guessed that Hall

County had spent upward of
$175,000 on materials and man-
power to keep the coronavirus at
bay in her hard-hit county.

How her county will cover the
virus-related costs is a concern,
Lancaster said.

The federal government,
through its $150 billion CARES
Act relief fund, sent Nebraska

Ricketts is sending local governments about one-
fourth of CARES Act money that feds recommended

CAFE CLOSED JUNE 15

Mayor opens
investigation
of protests
at 11-Worth

By Kelsey stewaRt

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert has
launched an investigation into pro-
tests that sparked the closure of
the 11-Worth Cafe.

Stothert said on Wednesday
that she doesn’t want the longtime
restaurant to go out of business.

The business shut down after
protests on June 13 and 14. The
protests were prompted by a Face-
book post by the restaurant own-
er’s son, as well as a menu item
named after Confederate Gen.
Robert E. Lee.

The cafe, near 24th and Leav-
enworth Streets, closed June 15.
Days later, the owners released a
statement saying that they had re-
ceived threats and that the noisy
protests took a toll.

Tony Caniglia declined to com-
ment when reached by a reporter
Wednesday.

Stothert — along with Police
Chief Todd Schmaderer and City
Prosecutor Matt Kuhse — met
with the cafe owners on Tuesday.

“We wanted to make sure we
heard their side of the story,” Sto-
thert said.

The investigation will look into
any criminal activity, including
reports that protesters pounded on
restaurant windows and blocked
traffic, Stothert said. Those acts
could be considered misdemean-
ors.

Rumors also have swirled about
protesters attempting to extort a
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Husker athletes ready to get to work on Big Ten’s
Anti-Hate and Anti-Racism Coalition. Sports

WIN FOR BARR DEPARTMENT

Split 3-judge
panel orders
end to Flynn
prosecution

WASHINGTON (AP) — A di-
vided federal appeals court on
Wednesday ordered the dismissal
of the criminal case against Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s former na-
tional security adviser Michael
Flynn, turning back efforts by a
judge to scrutinize the Justice De-
partment’s extraordinary decision
to drop the prosecution.

The U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia
said in a 2-1 ruling that the Justice
Department’s move to abandon
the case against Flynn settles the
matter, even though Flynn pleaded
guilty as part of special counsel
Robert Mueller’s Russia investiga-
tion to lying to the FBI.

The ruling, a significant win for
both Flynn and the Justice Depart-
ment, appears to cut short what
could have been a protracted legal
fight over the basis for the gov-
ernment’s dismissal of the case.
It came as Democrats question

See Scooters: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 18,221 257
Iowa 26,745 693
U.S. 2,380,452 121,969

*As of 9 p.m. Wednesday

‘WE ARE IN DEEP TROUBLE’
An Arizona doctor frets over the virus
as cases surge in about half the
states. Page 7A

The 11-Worth Cafe, a popular spot
near 24th and Leavenworth for
decades, closed after protests. Its
owners say they received threats.
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Stothert and Schmaderer
meet with owner and his
son, whose Facebook post
sparked the protests
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