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Ricketts stresses importance of 2020 Census

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When historic flooding this
spring left much of Nebraska un-
derwater, the distribution of fed-
eral disaster aid to counties was
in part determined through a for-
mula that used data from the last
U.S. Census.

Gov. Pete Ricketts offered that

Tuesday as one of the many rea-
sons it’s critical for Nebraska
to get an accurate count in the
2020 Census — now less than six
months away. The once-a-decade
national headcount not only deter-
mines levels of federal funding
for programs in housing, educa-
tion, transportation and health
care, but also is used to help de-
termine political boundaries for

elected offices from Congress on
down to the local school board.

“It is important that we do
the census,” Ricketts said. “Our
founders knew that.”

Ricketts joined Census Bureau
officials and others Tuesday to of-
ficially kick off preparations for
the April 2020 count, seeking to
raise public awareness and boost
recruitment of the 2,700 tempo-
rary Nebraska workers who will
be needed to complete it.

The 2020 Census will be the
first in which households will be

encouraged to fill out the form
online, though paper forms and
answering census questions by
phone will also be available.

Census outreach is particularly
important when it comes to hard-
to-count populations like Native
Americans, immigrants, children
and the elderly. The Trump ad-
ministration’s unsuccessful effort
to add a citizenship question to
the questionnaire and subsequent
efforts to collect citizenship data
from states anyway has particu-

He joins bureau officials to publicize, seek workers for
count that affects federal funding, political boundaries

OPPD plans state’s largest solar farm,
natural gas plants as backups for sun

By AAron sAnderford

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha’s electric utility plans
to build Nebraska’s largest solar
power farm as part of a broader
green power initiative.

The Omaha Public Power Dis-
trict board will vote as early as
Nov. 14 to seek bids to produce 400
to 600 megawatts of solar power,
officials said Tuesday.

That would be roughly double
the size of the state’s largest solar
installation announced to date, a
230-megawatt, $230 million proj-
ect proposed east of Lincoln by

CEO won’t discuss costs
but expects no general rate
increase tied to projects
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2020 ELECTION
Warren, a new front-runner, takes
heat in Democratic debate. Page 6A

#Metoo leader
unveils new
hashtag to
mobilize voters

By errin HAines

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The founder of #MeToo is us-
ing the second anniversary of the
movement to launch a new effort
intended to mobilize voters head-
ing into the 2020 election.

The new hashtag #MeTooVoter
was unveiled Tuesday, on the same
day as the fourth Democratic pres-
idential debate and reflects a frus-
tration among activists that issues
of sexual violence and harassment
have largely been absent from the
debate stage and campaign trail.

“You can’t have 12 million peo-
ple respond to a hashtag in this
country and they not be constitu-
ents, taxpayers and voters,” #Me-
Too founder Tarana Burke said in
an interview with The Associated
Press. “We need these candidates
to see us as a power base. So many
people engage with survivors from
a place of pity.”

A record number of women are

See Census: Page 2

See Voters: Page 2
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OPPD’s North Omaha Station. Inside the plant, at top, the utility will shut down three
older, less efficient turbines and shift two of its more modern turbines from coal to
natural gas, part of OPPD’s plan to provide eastern Nebraska customers cleaner power. See OPPD: Page 2
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Leak private information in
Bellevue, lose your office.

That’s one potential conse-
quence elected officials in the city
could face if they disseminate
information from meetings not
open to the public under a pair of
proposed ordinances being consid-
ered by the Bellevue City Council.

A lot of what local governments
do is conducted in the public
sphere. Meetings of city councils,
school boards and planning com-
missions are generally open to
anyone interested in how taxpayer
money is being used.

Those bodies sometimes enter
closed sessions — also called exec-
utive sessions — that are not open
to the public.

Under one of the proposals, any
dissemination of information from
such a session by an elected offi-
cial could result in an “allegation
of misconduct.” The second pro-
posal, which specifically addresses
misconduct, states that a finding
of such misconduct could result in
that official’s removal from office.

The proposals were drafted

Officeholders
who leak info
could lose
their posts
Council works on proposals
to give city recourse if
elected officials disclose
details from closed sessions
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