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Gretna Public Schools is the only 
metropolitan area district to adopt 
written guidelines addressing stu-
dents’ gender identity.

Most of Sarpy County’s public 
school districts have set guide-
lines on the issue, which captured 

public attention last month after 
the Omaha Archdiocese released 
an initial gender identity policies 
— which were delayed — to provide 
clear direction to Catholic schools.

An Omaha World-Herald survey 
found that four of the 11 area dis-
tricts have established guidelines 
around gender identity. The others 
either rely on anti-discrimination 
policies or have no set directives 
for handling gender identity is-
sues.

Most districts, regardless of 
whether they have a formal policy, 

stress the importance of respond-
ing on a case-by-case basis when 
addressing a student’s gender 
identity.

But for the four districts with 
guidelines, they largely differ on 
one central question: Who is in 
charge of a student’s gender iden-
tity status — the parents or the 
student?

Gretna is the only area district 
that has a written policy prohib-
iting teachers or other staff from 
using a student’s preferred name 
or pronouns without parent per-

mission — which resembles guide-
lines in Nebraska’s second-largest 
school district, the Lincoln Public 
Schools.

“We are not legally bound to call 
a student their preferred name or 
pronoun unless they legally change 
their name but it is always best to 
work through these individual re-
quests with the principal, student 
and parents,” the Gretna policy 
says.

Superintendent Rich Beran said 
the policy was implemented last 
year after recommendation from 

the district’s legal team. It was not 
passed by the school board.

“It’s best if everyone is in the 
know,” Beran said. “We don’t want 
the teachers caught in the middle 
of this. What they don’t think 
about is, for example, if you go to 
a conference and a parent shows 
up and you are calling the student 
by a different name, and they don’t 
know anything about it. Parents 
have the right to know.”

Beran said students who can’t 

GPS only area district with written policy on pronouns
Superintendent: ‘We don’t 
want teachers caught  
in the middle of this.’
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The first public hearings in 
Sarpy County required under 
a new Nebraska law aimed at 
pressuring local elected of-
ficials to reduce property tax 
growth are this week.

Postcards were mailed last 
week to property owners 
announcing the meeting at 
6:05 p.m. Thursday at Pa-
pillion La Vista South High 
School at 10799 Highway 370 
in Papillion.

Representatives of five po-
litical subdivisions in Sarpy 
County — City of Bellevue, 
City of La Vista and the Bel-
levue, Gretna and Papillion La 
Vista public school districts 
— will make presentations on 
their budgets for next year and 

Hearings 
give public 
look at 
property 
taxes

GPS bond issue 
raises request

The fast-growing Gretna Public 
Schools will have the largest per-
centage growth in total property 
tax revenue next year. Its pro-
posed total property tax request 
will go up $8.2 million, or 16%, in 
the 2022-23 tax year.

Assistant Superintendent Tra-
vis Lightle said bond debt for 
school construction, approved 
by Gretna voters in 2020, is the 
main reason the school district is 
over the tax increase amount set 
by the new state law.

The 2020 bond issue is funding 
construction of a new high school, 
middle school and elementary 
school.

Lightle also cited the cost of 
hiring more faculty because of 
growing enrollment, and yearly 
increases in salaries and benefits.

SCOTT STEWART
Editor 

Noli’s Pizzeria is pressing pause 
on its Gretna location.

Owner Krystin Marsh told the 
Gretna Breeze that the store is 
looking to restaff its kitchen with 
a more local crew. Marsh said “the 
extended commute to Gretna and 
transportation needs were taking a 
toll” on the restaurant’s staff.

Marsh said the restaurant has 
some “great Gretna crew,” but the 
core of the kitchen employees were 

making a significant commute. 
The plan is to reopen as soon as 
possible and “continue strong in 
Gretna.”

“We took this as an opportunity 
to ‘reboot’, and open with more of 
a full-service model,” Marsh said 
in a Facebook message. “This was 
a common thread in our feedback 
from the community.”

Noli’s original location is at 4001 
Farnam St. in Omaha’s Blackstone 

Noli’s temporarily closes 
restaurant to hire workers

HAILEY STOLZE, GRETNA BREEZE 

Noli’s Pizzeria held a grand opening this summer at its new Gretna location. 
The 8-year-old restaurant is originally from Omaha’s Blackstone District.
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WILDFLOWERS SIGNAL RETURN OF AUTUMN
A water tower peeks out behind some wildflowers in a neighborhood in Gretna earlier this month. The late summer blooms along roadways throughout 
the area are heralding the approach of autumn, along with the occasional falling leaf. A cool front is expected to roll into the area Wednesday morning as 
cold air drops down from Canada, which should quell the recent mercury spikes before the autumnal equinox on Thursday.
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