
Past of ‘pain and hurt’ fuels Husker running
back Dedrick Mills on every carry. Sports

New grade school in Valley sprang up
without a bond issue or public vote

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The red ribbon fluttered to
the ground, and Superintendent
Melissa Poloncic pumped her
fist in the air.

Just four years ago, property
tax dollars were getting sucked
out of the Douglas County West
Community Schools to help oth-
er metro-Omaha districts under
a legislative tax-sharing exper-
iment known as the Learning
Community common levy.

Taxpayers in Poloncic’s dis-
trict twice had rejected pro-
posed bond issues, in 2014 and
2015, as her sharply divided
community disagreed over how
to pay for proposed building up-
grades.

But last week in Valley, Po-

loncic was all smiles welcom-
ing parents, kids and local dig-
nitaries to the ribbon-cutting
of the new $17.3 million Doug-
las County West Elementary
School, which was built without
a bond issue or a vote of the
people.

Poloncic credited creative
thinking, luck, hard work and
a favorable Nebraska Supreme
Court ruling for making it pos-
sible.

However, the financing tool
that Douglas County West used
has stirred debate among poli-
cymakers.

Nebraska State Sen. Mike
Groene, chair of the Education
Committee, described the tool
as an unintended “loophole” he

Douglas County West used a lease-purchase deal, a
funding method a lawmaker tried to end in 2018
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Cattle industry is fighting back
against next-gen veggie burgers

The WashingTon PosT

Tofurky wasn’t keeping cattle
ranchers awake at night.

For decades, veggie burgers
were the token offering to vegans
at the backyard barbecue, and To-
furky was the Thanksgiving bene-
diction to the meat-free loved ones
in our lives.

But as plant-based meat goes
from an afterthought to a financial
juggernaut that aims to change
how most people eat, the opposi-
tion has suddenly awakened: Many

of the country’s 800,000 cattle
ranchers have declared war on
newcomers Impossible Foods and
Beyond Meat, which use technol-
ogy to make products that hew
closely to the taste and texture of
meat.

“First-generation” veggie burg-
ers and similar products are
caught in the crossfire.

Just this year, officials in near-
ly 30 states, including Nebraska,
have proposed bills to prohibit

State Fair inundated
Heavy rain hits Grand Island
yet again, causing pooling

water on the fairgrounds and
in buildings. Midlands
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Pilot who calmly saved scores of
lives in sioux City crash dies at 87

By henry J. CorDes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Alfred C. Haynes, the pilot who
30 years ago last month saved
scores of lives when he steered his
crippled jumbo jet to a crash land-
ing in Sioux City, Iowa, has died.

Haynes died Sunday at age 87 in
a Seattle-area hospital, said Gary
Brown, the director of emergency
services in Iowa’s Woodbury Coun-
ty and a friend of the retired pilot.

“He was a great guy, and proba-
bly the most humble person I ever

met in my life,” Brown said. “Two
words he never wanted used in the
same sentence were his name and
‘hero.’ ”

Nonetheless, Haynes was
praised for his calm heroics on
July 19, 1989, after he brought his
disabled DC-10 to an emergency
crash landing in Sioux City after
it had lost all flight controls. While
112 people lost their lives that day,
it was amazing that 184 lived.

Haynes, a former Marine avia-

See Meat: Page 6

J O e D e J K A / T H e W O R L D - H e R A L D

The new Douglas County West Elementary School. At the ribbon-cutting last week,
Superintendent Melissa Poloncic, at top right, celebrated with a fist pump. She
called the district’s use of a lease-purchase agreement “the right thing to do.” See School: Page 2

See Haynes: Page 4

Appleseed demands end to private management of child welfare cases
By MarTha sToDDarD

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska Appleseed
sent a letter to state officials Monday
demanding an immediate end to pri-
vate contracts for child welfare case
management in the Omaha area.

The letter argues that the con-
tracts violate the Nebraska Constitu-

tion’s prohibition against special leg-
islation, that is, legislation that treats
similar groups of people differently.
It gave the state one week to comply
or face a lawsuit in Lancaster County
District Court.

Sarah Helvey, Appleseed’s child
welfare program director, said the
issue is created by the system of pri-
vate case management that serves

only two counties in the state, Doug-
las and Sarpy. She called for the state
to take back management of cases in
those two counties.

“Nebraska’s children and families
deserve a stable child welfare system
that is not subject to disruption on an
ongoing basis,” she wrote. “The time
for experimenting with the Eastern
Service Area has come to an end and

it is time to return to a cohesive sys-
tem of case management statewide.”

A Nebraska Health and Human
Services spokesman said the agency
does not comment on threats of liti-
gation or pending litigation.

Currently, PromiseShip, an Oma-
ha-based nonprofit, is responsible for
overseeing the care of abused and

group threatens
suit, saying state’s
contracts for sarpy
and Douglas cases
violate Nebraska
Constitution

See Child welfare: Page 4
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