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By Rachel George
Editor

Gretna history buffs rejoice.
Community members will 

soon have a place to preserve 
home: a museum focused on 
preserving Gretna community 
and fire department history is in
the works.

The idea originated and 
snowballed through the work 
of Dave Harrig, longtime Gretna 
resident who volunteers his time 
at the Gretna Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Department and Gretna 
American Legion Post 216.

“From day one history ap-
pealed to me,” said Harrig, cit-
ing his interest in history to the 
competitive atmosphere in his 
high school classroom and his 
30 years in aviation in the Unit-
ed States Air Force.

“You want to remember the 
good and not forget the bad,” 
Harrig said. “There’s the old ad-
age that history repeats itself. 

“You can look at anything 
and wonder why things are the 
way they are, or you can learn 
about it.”

Stumbling upon interest-

ing items and stories while 
working at the fire station,
Harrig said the urge to share 
these items fueled his want 
to do something more.
“The fire service is built

with tradition and some of 
the most incredible history 
there is,” he said. “Like the 
military, these are all ex-
tremely dedicated people. 
They all have their own sto-
ries to tell and they all par-
take in this mutual goal that 
makes history daily.”

The museum — to be 
located at the old garage on 
Angus Road, situated between 
the apartment building and St. 
Patrick Catholic Church — is 
expected to house many interac-
tive displays for children.

“We want the kids to be very 
involved,” Harrig said. “Statisti-
cally, when a community has a 
strong fire prevention program,
they’re 85% less likely to have a 
fire started by a child.”

City history is expected to be 
incorporated into museum dis-
plays as well.

“As a military dependent 

and then a member of the mili-
tary myself, I never really had a 
place to call home,” Harrig said. 
“Coming to Gretna was a great 
choice. I call Gretna home.”

Along with using the muse-
um as a teaching resource for 
children, the idea is to create a 
space that allows community 
members to participate in and 
celebrate their history.

“It’s about getting this stuff 
out there, rather than having all 
the history sitting in boxes in a 
dark room,” Harrig said. “To 
me, it’s very important to keep 
that history alive.”

Donations from the GVFD 
and American Legion, includ-
ing various pieces of tools and 
equipment, have already been 
given to the museum, which 
will also feature a classroom/
meeting area.

The current building will be 
added on to, with the intent to 
make the building look as much 
like an old fire station as pos-
sible. That look will fit in with
what’s inside, as well as the sur-
rounding neighborhood in the 
older part of Gretna.

Harrig is now in the process 
of obtaining 501©(3) status for 

the project, with hopes of hold-
ing a grand opening during 
Gretna Days 2020. Opportuni-
ties to volunteer and donate will 
arise as things progress, with 
many residents already express-
ing interest to get involved.

“I just want the community to 
know it’s the community’s mu-
seum,” he said. “It’s not about 
me building a legacy for me. It’s 
about showcasing the legacy of 
Gretna and the volunteer fire-
fighters from the time of its in-
ception to now.”

Proposed museum to celebrate GVFD, community legacy
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A rendering of what the inside of the proposed museum might look like.
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A rendering of what the outside of the proposed museum will look like.

Preserving history

By Rachel George
Editor

Taco John’s brought its 50th birthday celebration to Sarpy County 
last week.

The company awarded a $50,000 check to a patron of its Gretna 
location Friday.

Andrew Carter of Papillion was one of two $50,000 winners nation-
wide.

The grand prize in Taco John’s birthday sweepstakes, only two 
$50,000 checks were presented nationwide: the first to a Wisconsin
resident in October; the second to Carter on Friday.

To enter, guests had to simply purchase a medium or large drink 
between July 1 and Oct. 31. The drink cups offered a code to enter on-
line, with one in every three participants winning free food, gift cards 
and more.

Carter’s winnings accompanied a visit to the drive thru, where he 
ordered a meal for himself, his wife and their son. He recalled order-
ing the meat and potato burrito and soft shell taco combo with a side 
of nacho cheese for the potato oles.

At work when he received the call notifying him of his winnings, 
Carter said the news took a few minutes and a walk to sink in.

“I was really surprised,” Carter said. “I never would have thought 
I would win something like this. I honestly didn’t think it was real. It’s 
still a little unbelievable.”

Inside the Gretna location Friday, located at 11310 Wickersham 
Blvd., just off of Interstate 80 and Highway 370, diners looked on as 
members of Taco John’s marketing team presented the check to Carter 
before buying him a meal.

Carter said he plans to use his winnings to pay off some debt.

Taco John’s $50,000 winner awarded at Gretna store
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Andrew Carter of Papillion received a $50,000 check at Taco John’s Gretna location Friday. His winnings were 
part of the company’s 50th birthday sweepstakes.
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