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ALL-ITG BASEBALL SQUAD B1

By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

In the eyes of Laura Schwartz, nothing says Pa-
pillion Days like a parade.

The 72nd annual parade is just one of the many 
festivities Papillion will celebrate over a five-day
span, beginning this evening.

“What is more Americana than a parade down 
your main street?” said Schwartz, the executive 
director of the Papillion Community Foundation. 
“Of all the things we do, the parade is what unites 
us. It brings out the spirit of the community and 
says to everyone this is my town.

“It shows that it’s important to us what hap-
pens in this town.”

The parade may be the centerpiece of Papil-
lion’s annual celebration, but it is one of just nu-
merous things that both residents and non-resi-
dents will have at their disposal.

The fun kicks off tonight, Wednesday, with a 
free concert at SumTur Amphitheater featuring 
ReCaptured: A Tribute to Journey at 7 p.m.
The first of four days of the carnival begins

Thursday as well as four days of the Papillion 
Days Beer Fest, a beer garden that will feature live 
music each evening.
The first of three straight days of the Market in

the Park goes from 5 to 10 p.m. Thursday in City 
Park with the always popular Papillion Idol taking 
the stage from 6 to 8 p.m.

Friday’s evening highlights include the Breath 
of Life Car Show at Grace Baptist Church, 205 E. 
Halleck St. as well as a free ice cream social at First 
Street Plaza. The evening concludes with a fire-
works show.

Saturday kicks off with the Kiddie Parade, be-
ginning at Fire Station 3 at 146 Adams St. The an-
nual Papillion Junior Woman’s Club duck paddle 
race begins at 10:45 a.m. and an American Red 
Cross blood drive will also take place throughout 
the day.

The parade gets under way at 2 p.m. down 
Washington Street with a theme of “Wagons to 
Wings.”

“It serves as a precursor to Papillion 150,” 
Schwartz said. “It can mean so many things to 
many different people. It can be about the pioneers 
and how we’ve flown into the future or the migra-
tion of the butterflies.”

Following the parade will be performances by 
both Papillion-La Vista and Papillion-La Vista 
South high school bands. The evening will feature 
a dance party from 8 p.m. to midnight.

Sunday opens with a pancake breakfast from 
Boy Scout Troop #463. The afternoon will feature 
local musicians from the Papillion House of Mu-
sic and the evening wraps up with a free concert 
from the Papillion Area Concert Band at 7:30 p.m. 
at SumTur.

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

Sarpy County could have a 
comprehensive housing study 
to guide its growth if a local 
nonprofit’s grant application is
approved.

The Housing Foundation for 
Sarpy County, a nonprofit affil-
iated with the Bellevue Housing 
Agency, is applying for a hous-
ing study grant from the Nebras-
ka Investment Tax Authority.

Carolyn Pospisil, executive 
director of BHA, said the goal is 
to determine the housing needs 
and best uses for the county as 
it grows, and that includes all 
types of housing, not just afford-
able housing.

The study will cost $52,000, 49 
percent of which can be covered 
by the grant. Hanna:Keelan As-
sociates, a community research 
firm, will conduct the study and
will take six months to complete, 
Pospisil said.

No Sarpy County entity has 
ever received a grant under the 
program. Omaha organizations 
such as inCommon Community 
Development along Park Ave-
nue and the Omaha Community 
Foundation and Omaha By De-
sign for the Benson area are past 
recipients.

There hadn’t been a driving 
catalyst to get a countywide 
study done, but Pospisil said 
conversations started within the 
foundation about two years ago. 
The foundation has received 
support from all of the county’s 
municipalities and she is confi-
dent the foundation will receive 
the grant.

“I just feel like everybody is 

finally at the same table when it
comes to, ‘Let’s look at the coun-
ty as a whole,’” she said. “I hope 
that more of those conversations 
continue.”

Sarpy County Board Chair-
man Don Kelly said the study 
will tie in well with the county’s 
growth plans now that the Sarpy 
County Sewer Agency could 
open up $3 billion in develop-
ment in the southern portions of 
the county.

“Housing is related to every-
thing we do as a government 
in Sarpy County, both in terms 
of economic development and 
quality of life,” he said.

“It’s going to be really im-
portant that as we go through 
the planning and zoning process 
that we incorporate those goals 
and philosophies into those 
plans.”
The spring’s flooding ex-

posed the need for low-income 
housing in Sarpy County, Kelly 
said, and in the future the coun-
ty will need to make sure there 
is affordable housing for all de-
mographics.

Pospisil said the BHA is 
aware there is an affordable 
housing shortage in the county, 
but doesn’t know the extent of 
the need. The information pro-
vided by the study will allow 
BHA and the county’s munici-
palities to have more informed 
conversations with developers 
about bringing in affordable 
housing, she said.

“Everyone else knows we 
need it,” she said. “We need to 
be on the same page.”

HFSC will know if it received 
the grant around the end of June 
or beginning of July.

Housing study in the works 
for Sarpy County

Parade highlights Papillion Days
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The 72nd annual Papillion Days parade is one of 
the many highlights of the city’s five-day celebration, 
which kicks off tonight. For a complete Papillion Days 
schedule, see Page 3.

Jeff Kriefels, a member of the Friends of the Springfield Library board releases the rubber ducks to race 
down Main Street during Saturday’s duck race at Springfield Days. More than 600 ducks were released to 
compete. For more highlights from Springfield Days, see page 11.

Celebration of
Springfield
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Eli Turco, 11, blows a winning bubble during the bubble gum 
blowing contest Saturday as part of Springfield Days.


