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By Sam Pimper
Staff Writer

The City of Bellevue was re-
cently notified by the United
States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development that
it’s a recipient of another wave 
of much-needed Community
Development Block Grant-Coro-
navirus Relief funds.
Applicants meeting funding

requirements are able to fill out
a form at www.bellevue.net, or
receive one by emailing CDBG
Coordinator Abby Highland at
abby.highland@
outlook.com. Ap-
plications are due
by hard or elec-
tronic copy no later 
than 4:30 p.m. Dec.
4, according to in-
formation provid-
ed by Highland.
The funding, $212,290, has

been made possible through the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES 
Act). Dollars will be used spe-
cifically for the prevention of,
preparation for and response to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Highland said.

A community meeting was 
held in the City Council cham-
bers Monday evening so that
residents would have the oppor-
tunity to learn about eligibility
requirement for activities, fund-
ing availability and the general
application process.
In June, Bellevue benefited

from $202, 742 in CDBG-CV
funds thatwere funneled into the
community. More than $20,000
was used to assist the City of
Bellevue/Human Services with 
providing rent and mortgage
assistance to residents facing
homelessness due to financial
hardship from COVID-19.
In addition:
*More than $121,000 went

to the Housing Foundation for
Sarpy County to assist low- and
moderate-income households
with rental and mortgage pay-
ments to prevent homelessness.
• More than $46,000 was

given to the Eastern Nebraska
Community Action Partnership 
(ENCAP) to add a volunteer co-
ordinator position responsible
for recruitment, coordination
and development of volunteers
at the Bellevue Food Pantry to
ensure efficient pantry oper-
ations due to increased com-
munity need and response to
COVID-19.
• About $15,000 went to

the City of Bellevue for gener-
al management, oversight and
monitoring for the CDBG-CV 
program and activities.

The Council will make the 
final determination regarding
how the grant funds are used
locally.

City receives 
more federal 
grant funds 

assisting with 
COVID-19 

locally

Highland

By Nick McConnell
Omaha World-Herald

A fire at a Bellevue residence led to the death of one person
early Saturday.
The Bellevue Fire Department responded to the home at 7402

S. 53rd St. at 4:18 a.m. and found the house engulfed in flames.
The person occupying the house was found dead at the scene,
according to a press release from the Nebraska Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice.
The Sarpy County attorney has ordered an autopsy to deter-

mine the cause of death of the deceased. Investigators from the
Fire Marshal’s Office, along with Bellevue police and the Sarpy
County Sheriff’s Office, have determined that the fire was acci-
dental and was caused by smoking materials.
Responding agencies included the Bellevue Fire Department,

the Papillion Fire Department, Offutt Fire and Rescue, the Omaha
Fire Department, the Bellevue Police Department and the Sarpy
County Sheriff’s Office.

Cause of deadly Bellevue house fire 
was accidental, officials say

Omaha World-Herald/Chris Machian

Crews called to a house fire at 7402 S. 53rd St. in Bellevue arrived to 
find the house engulfed in flames. They later learned someone might be 
trapped inside.

By Joe Dejka
Omaha World-Herald

Five more metro-area school districts
have canceled in-person classes during
Thanksgiving week amid increasing
COVID-19 cases and quarantines.

The Papillion La Vista Community 
Schools, the Bellevue Public Schools, the
Council Bluffs Community Schools, the Ben-
nington Public Schools and the Springfield
Platteview Community Schools joined the
Millard Public Schools this week in closing
their buildings for the holiday week to give
more time for staff and students to finish
quarantines.
It also is an opportunity to scrub build-

ings, they say.
The Lincoln Public Schools also an-

nounced that they would not hold classes,
giving students a break and staff a chance to
catch up and recoup lost planning time.
Papillion La Vista will have no students

on Monday, Nov. 23, or Tuesday, Nov. 24,
but staff will report, according to Superin-
tendent Andy Rikli.
Themajority of students in the district are

learning in person, but some are learning re-
motely.
Bellevue officials changed their calendar

to convert Monday and Tuesday of Thanks-
giving week to professional workdays for
staff, with no school for students.
In both districts, students were already

scheduled to have the rest of the week off.
Papillion La Vista students are sched-

uled to return Monday, Nov. 30. Bellevue
students are scheduled to return Tuesday,
Dec. 1, because Nov. 30 was already a pro-
fessional development day for teachers with
no classes.
“We know this calendar change may

cause some challenges for families, howev-
er we hope by closing our buildings for the
entire weekwe can offer a calm break for ev-
eryone and allow some time for individuals
to finish their quarantine periods,” accord-
ing to a memo the Bellevue district sent to
families.
The majority of Bellevue students are at-

tending school in person.
Council Bluffs studentswill learn remote-

ly onMonday and Tuesday of Thanksgiving
week, with the rest of the week off.
Bluffs Superintendent Vickie Murillo, in

a Thursday letter to parents, cited Pottawat-
tamie County’s rising COVID-19 positive
test rate and the impact of coronavirus cases

and quarantines on schools as key factors in
the decision.
Starting Nov. 30, Council Bluffs schools

will operate in the hybrid mode, in which
students alternate between in-person and
remote learning throughout the week. That
will continue until Dec. 21, when winter
break begins.
Brett Richards, superintendent of the

Springfield Platteview district, apologized
in a note to families for any inconvenience 
the change may cause. But he said teachers
are “overwhelmed and exhausted” from
working longer hours and from teaching
both remote students and in-person stu-
dents.
Springfield Platteview students will have

no school on Nov. 23 or 24, and they won’t
go the half day they were supposed to at-
tend Nov. 25. The changes give them a full
week off.
The Bennington Public Schools will

switch to remote learning for the two days
before Thanksgiving break. Students will re-
ceive lessons for review or enrichment those 
days.

The extended breakwill allow the district
to rest personnel, deep-clean facilities and be
ready for the remaining three weeks of the
semester, Superintendent Terry Haack said.
The district intends to return to in-person

learning Nov. 30.
The Elkhorn Public Schools announced in

October that students will do distance learn-
ing the week after holidays and breaks for
the rest of the school year. At the time, dis-
trict officials said trends have shown spikes
in COVID-19 cases after holidays and times
when people gather and travel.
The Westside Community Schools will

shift to 50% in-person learning in all the dis-
trict’s schools after Thanksgiving because of
rising COVID-19 cases. The switch means
that studentswill attend school in person for
part of the week and learn remotely for the
other part of the week.
District officials said they hoped that the

switch will allow for more social distancing
in schools and more flexibility to move staff
around.

— Tim Johnson of the Daily Nonpareil in 
Council Bluffs contributed to this report.

COVID changes Thanksgiving week 
plans for school districts in metro area
Bellevue officials convert Nov. 23 and 24 to days off for students
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The sign for LeMay Elementary School photographed on Friday, March 27, 2020. Students 
weren’t at school at the time because of COVID-19. Bellevue Schools is again adjusting some of 
its schedules as the virus continues to surge through the metro area.
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