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OMAHA IN ’20, REPORTS SAY

MLB draft
here an idea
five years in
the making

By Jon nyatawa

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A collaborative group of base-
ball policymakers were brain-
storming nearly five full years ago
when an idea began to crystallize
with Omaha as its centerpiece.

What if the city celebrated for
its decades-long embrace of the
College World Series could also
play a role in the advancement of
the professional game?

The wheels started turning on
that January day inside a Chicago
hotel conference room, when top
Major League Baseball officials,
veteran front office executives and
high-profile college coaches gath-
ered to develop innovative strate-
gies to address challenges within
the sport. Omaha has been a part
of those discussions ever since.
And it appears now that their vi-
sion for Omaha is being realized.

Multiple media outlets citing
anonymous sources have report-
ed that the 2020 Major League
Baseball draft will take place in
Omaha ahead of the CWS. An of-
ficial announcement is expected
to be made this week, although
representatives from MLB, the
NCAA and Omaha’s Metropolitan
Entertainment and Convention

For college coaches and
big league execs, tying it to
CWS ‘made perfect sense,’
says ex-CU coach Hendry

Dems unveil two impeachment charges against Trump

WASHINGTON (AP) — House
Democrats announced two ar-
ticles of impeachment against
President Donald Trump on Tues-
day, declaring his actions toward
Ukraine “betrayed the nation” as
they pushed toward historic pro-
ceedings that are certain to help
define his presidency and shape

the 2020 election.
The specific charges aimed at

removing the 45th president of
the U.S.: abuse of power and ob-
struction of Congress.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, flanked
by the chairmen of impeachment
inquiry committees at the U.S.
Capitol, said they were upholding

their solemn oath to defend the
Constitution. Trump responded on
Twitter: “WITCH HUNT!”

Voting is expected in a matter
of days by the Judiciary Commit-
tee, and by Christmas in the full
House. The charges, if approved,
would then be sent to the Senate.
There, the Republican majori-
ty would be unlikely to convict
Trump. But a potentially bitter
trial will play out just as voters
in Iowa and other early presiden-
tial primary states begin making

their choices.
In the formal articles an-

nounced Tuesday, the Democrats
said Trump enlisted a foreign
power in “corrupting” the U.S.
election process and endan-
gered national security by asking

Formal articles allege abuse of power and obstruction
of Congress; president responds: ‘WITCH HUNT!’

USMCA

Trump, House Dems reach deal on
North American trade agreement

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Rep. Cindy
Axne has heard the same mes-
sage again and again as she trav-
els across southwest Iowa — her
constituents want the new North
American trade deal known as
USMCA.

So the first-term congresswom-
an was all smiles Tuesday as she
joined fellow Democrats to an-
nounce that U.S.-Mexico-Canada
Agreement is finally moving for-
ward.

“I couldn’t go anywhere with-
out it being said to me, ‘We’ve got
to pass USMCA,’ ” Axne told re-
porters as she left the announce-
ment. “So I’m very glad that today
came, because this is the most im-
portant thing for our state at this
moment.”

Indeed, Midlands lawmakers
offered a bipartisan chorus of
hallelujahs in the wake of Tues-
day’s announcement — albeit one
mixed with pointed remarks from
Republicans about how the an-
nouncement is long overdue.

The Trump administration, af-
ter all, struck this deal with Mex-
ico and Canada over a year ago.
But House Democrats insisted on
changes regarding rules on bio-
logic drugs, labor protections and
other provisions.

As behind-the-scenes negoti-
ations dragged on, Republicans
ramped up their complaints about
the delays and Democrats rep-
resenting competitive districts
grew restless.

Axne has been among those
Democrats publicly calling on her
party’s leaders to get things mov-

Midlands lawmakers join in
rare bipartisan harmony behind
agreement to replace NAFTA
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Mavs face the stiffest
challenge of their four-
game road trip at No. 15
Arizona tonight. Sports

CIVILIANS KILLED

Sasse says Iran’s
crackdown on
protesters should
spark outrage

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Iran’s violent
crackdown on protesters should
be garnering more attention,
sparking more outrage and bol-
stering international support for
the Trump administration’s “max-
imum pressure” campaign against
that country’s regime.

That’s the view of Sen. Ben
Sasse, who sits on the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee.

The Nebraska Republican said
in an interview this week that
Iran’s leaders have shown them-
selves to be both incompetent and
corrupt — from their mishandling
of domestic oil prices that helped
create the recent protests to the
way in which Iranian security
forces gunned down those in the
streets.

“This is a terror attempt by the
regime to scare people against
ever protesting, against ever
having assembly, against ever

See Impeachment: Page 2

MIDLANDERS REACT
Ricketts slams “sham” articles of
impeachment; Kleeb calls Trump a
“threat to our democracy.” Page 2A

See Iran: Page 2
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Rep. Don Bacon called the deal “a major
win for farmers, ranchers, manufacturers
and workers.” Democrats pushed for a

provision to ensure that North American
autoworkers be paid at least $16 an hour.
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