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In its second year, the Gretna 
High School Career Fair was held 
on Tuesday, Nov. 2 in the Gretna 
High School commons.

Originally held in May 2021, the 
event was moved to the fall so that 
students could take better advan-
tage of scholarships offered by 
some businesses.

“One good thing about Gretna 
is that we’re not a ‘college for all’ 
school,” said Jason Novotny, GHS 
skilled and technical sciences 
(shop) teacher. “Every kid is built 
to do something different. Some 
need to go to the military. Some 
need a four-year school, some 
two-year or an apprenticeship. 
Some want to go out and work.

“This gives students that may 
not be on a college track the op-
portunity to see what’s out there 
after high school.”

The Career Fair is open to stu-
dents in all grade levels. This 
year’s event was most heavily at-
tended by seniors nearing grad-
uation.

“I think it’s important to expose 
these kids to everything that’s 
out there,” Novotny said. “Some 
know they’re not going to do any-
thing more past high school, ed-
ucation-wise. They look at, who 
would hire me and what would 
that look like? These are good, 
high-paying jobs and great op-
portunities.”

The event has grown, with 
about eight to 10 more businesses 
attending this year, Novotny said.

“Some were sponsoring schol-
arships for kids to go to two-year 
schools and get, for instance, a die-
sel degree and then come work for 
them,” he said. “Some are looking 
for kids to come work right away. 
Heavy equipment, concrete, build-
ing homes, building airplanes... a 
lot of the opportunities were for 
kids that maybe don’t want to do 
anything after high school or ar-
en’t sure what they want to do and 
want to go work for awhile while 
they figure it out.”

Chad Muhle, project manager 

with high-end custom home 
builder Curt Hofer & Associates, 
reached out to a number of trades-
men in different fields, sharing in-
formation for a variety of his sub-
contractors. Many included their 
phone numbers, asking students 
interested to reach out to them 
for a job.

“They can come out of this with 
no debt,” Muhle said.

Most contractors are willing or 
wanting to share their knowledge, 
even covering training costs for 
students wiling to learn.

“We need people willing to 
learn and work,” said Chandler 
Cannon with Gretna Plumbing. 
“We’ll teach them everything.”

Cannon said the need in the 
field never changes; it’s always 
high.

That need is seen across the 
board. DeeAnn Hartman with 
Kersten Construction, Inc., said 
Kersten is always hiring laborers, 
and also has immediate openings 
for fuel/lube technicians, experi-
enced heavy equipment operators 
and pipe layers.

Hartman said while they would 
love to recruit some students right 
after graduation, they also wanted 
to provide information on how 
college can fit into the industry: 
skilled training, construction 
management, etc.

“Our goal is to expose kids to 
career opportunities that maybe 
don’t require a college degree,” 
she said. “With the trades, there 
are definitely some good careers 
there, too.”

A variety of fields were rep-
resented, giving an idea of the 
high demand for these jobs both 
in Gretna and the greater Omaha 
metro area.

“We try to open it so our local 
businesses can participate too,” 
Novotny said. “We have these 
kids that want to do this kind of 
work. It’d be nice to keep them in 
the local community.”

Local businesses interested in 
participating in a future Career 
Fair should contact Novotny at 
jnovotny@gpsne.org.

Gretna High School Career 
Fair continues to grow

RACHEL GEORGE, GRETNA BREEZE 

The second ever Gretna High School Career Fair was held in the GHS 
commons on Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Gretna American Legion Post 
216 will again host its annual Vet-
erans Day Dinner on Thursday, 
Nov. 11.

A social hour will begin at 
5 p.m. at the Post, 11690 S. 216th 
St.

At 6 p.m., dinner will be served 
and the program will begin. The 
program will include some quick 
announcements, a guest speaker 
and award presentation.

Awards include continuous 
membership awards for both 
Legion and Auxiliary members 
and the prestigious Veteran of 
the Year. The guest speaker will 
be Angela Monheim, a former 
Navy helicopter pilot who is 
now the Life Flight operator for 
the Gretna Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

The event aims to show ap-
preciation by offering all active, 

inactive and retire military per-
sonnel a free meal.

Veterans and plus-one eat free. 
Non-veterans are welcome to 
attend and eat by making a free-
will donation.

The menu includes Salisbury 
steak, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
green beans and a dinner roll.

RSVP is preferred, but not re-
quired. To RSVP, call 402-332-
4441.

Legion Post offers  
free dinner to veterans
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Flags were added to the Avenue of Flags during the 2018 Memorial Day ceremony, held in Peterson Park. The 
flags are maintained by Gretna American Legion Post 216. The Post also hosts a free dinner and program for 
Veterans on Veterans Day. This year’s event is scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 11 at 5 p.m.
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Making a fall visit to Vala’s 
Pumpkin Patch & Apple Orchard 
is a must for many in the greater 
Omaha metro area.

Over the last 37 years, a trip to 
the iconic Vala’s Pumpkin Patch 
in Gretna has become a tradition, 
even for families from across the 
state of Nebraska and greater 
Midwest. Visitors on business 
trips from throughout the nation 
and world have made a weekend 
stop at Vala’s.

Thus, it should be no surprise 
that the Vala family was honored 
in late October with the state’s 
highest tourism honors, the 
Henry Fonda Award. The award 
represents leadership, vision and 
dedication to the tourism indus-
try.

“We were pretty surprised,” 
Tim Vala said of the honor. “It’s 
like, the No. 1 tourism award for 

the state. They wanted us to come 
to the banquet, so we knew we 
were winning an award, but we 
didn’t know it was going to be 
that one.

“That’s a fabulous honor. We 
were surprised and happy, and 
just felt it was a real honor to 
get it. It’s kind of nice for Sarpy 
County, too.”

Named after a famous Nebras-
kan who never forgot his roots, the 
Henry Fonda Award recognizes 
an individual who has devoted 
many years of service promot-
ing Nebraska on a local, regional 
and/or statewide level. This award 
recognizes an individual who has 
proven their dedication to making 
Nebraska a better place to live and 
visit through lifelong passion and 
hard work. They should be seen 
as a strong leader in the tourism 
community: both a role model 
and a team player with a can-do 
attitude.

It started out as an idea Tim 
Vala had, but as the business 
grew, every member of the Vala 
family contributed, read a press 
release from the Nebraska Tour-
ism Commission. Co-founder Jan 
Vala took on the business roles of 
marketer, merchandise manager, 
personnel manager and accoun-
tant. Tim and Jan’s three daugh-
ters, Kirsten, Kyla and Kelsey grew 
up helping on the farm and now, 
all three of them are co-owners of 
the Pumpkin Patch.

Today, Vala’s Pumpkin Patch 
has grown into a 400-acre op-
eration with nearly 55 acres of 
pumpkins planted every year. In 
September, the Vala Family lost 
their beloved matriarch — Jan 
Vala — a woman who was kind, 
hardworking and known to always 
remember each of the 1,000-plus 
employees names, according to 

Valas earn state’s highest tourism award
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The 2021 Henry Fonda Award, the state’s highest tourism award, is 
presented to the Vala family on Oct. 21 at the Celebrate Nebraska Awards 
Banquet at the Liederkranz in Grand Island, Nebraska. Pictured, from left, 
John Ricks, Nebraska Tourism executive director; Tim Vala and his daughter, 
Kirsten Fong, and Roger Jasnoch, Nebraska Tourism Commission chair.Please see VALAS, Page 2


