
SP29491
Offutt AFB, Nebraska THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019 Volume 3 Number 3

55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb.
— As a service member, leader-
ship is found from the bottom to
the top ranks and inside and out-
side the unit. For enlisted residing
in the dormitories, it is especially
needed when moving-out.

The experience can be exciting
and scary because it means inde-
pendence, but more responsibility.
With the increase in demand for
Airman to move out of the dorms
ahead of their three-year service
mark, the Airman and Family
Readiness Center has stood-up
a new monthly workshop called
“Ditching the Dorms.”

“It is important for young pro-
fessionals to have the knowledge
to plan properly,” said Kevin Dow-
ell, A&FRC. “Like almost anything
important in life, planning is key
and can reduce stress.”

Among the helpful information
provided during the course, it is
recommended to start saving six
to 12 months ahead of time allow-
ing savings for first month’s rent,
security deposits, furnishings and
more.

“Remember that basic allow-
ance for housing is intended to
cover rent, utilities and personal
property or renter’s insurance,”
Dowell said.

“One should also live within or
below your means. If you want

to pay the high rent required for
luxurious living, other areas in the
budget may be limited.”

Initiative in the move-out pro-
cess is also needed — it’s neces-
sary to go to dorm management to
get the move-out process started.

After saving money and picking
out a place, dormitory residents
should begin their move-out
checklist 30-days prior to their
mover-out date, or if getting mar-
ried, 60-days prior to the wedding
date.

“The checklist includes seeing
the first sergeant, the housing
office and clearing the Post
Office,” Dowell said. “Once this is
completed, the dormitory manag-
er will make sure the paperwork
is squared away, inspect the dorm
room and file the BAH paperwork
with the military finance office.
Then all that’s needed is to take
care of the basic allowance for
subsistence paperwork.”

The A&FRC, in addition to hav-
ing trained financial counselors,
has publications, guides, classes
and other resources to answer
financial questions. The A&FRC
also provides one-on-one appoint-
ments.

“With careful planning and bud-
geting, it is possible to minimize
the stress and make the move as
smooth as possible,” Dowell said.

To sign-up for the workshop,
call (402) 294-4329.

Ditching the Dorms: A&FRC’s newest workshop
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Chryzelle Cabrillas-Harris, Airman and Family Readiness Center community readiness consultant, teaches the workshop,
“Ditching the Dorms,” Jan. 11, at Offutt Air Force Base. The course helps service members moving out of the base
dormitories.
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SOUTHWEST ASIA — Anyone
who serves, or has served, in
the United States Air Force will
eventually get asked the same
question: “What kind of plane do
you/did you fly?”

It’s a question that evokes myr-
iad reactions from an eye-rolling
chuckle to a head-dropping sigh.

It’s an understandable assump-
tion, since the Air Force’s mission
is to “Fly, Fight and Win.” Howev-
er, less than 4 percent of Airmen
are pilots.

Even if navigators and weapons
system officers are added in, the
sum is still around 5 percent of
the total force.

There are a handful of other
tactical specialties, such as com-
bat control and cyber warfare,
but the majority of Airmen serve
in supporting roles for the entire
enterprise.

One of the largest support
structures here at the 332d Air
Expeditionary Wing can be broad-
ly defined as aircraft maintainers.
This not only includes those indi-
viduals who perform pre-flight,
thru-flight (where an aircraft
returns from a mission then em-
barks on another mission within
a couple hours) and post-flight
safety and function checks, but
also several “back shops” which
specialize in a certain aspect of
the aircraft’s function such as
weapons, guidance or propulsion
systems.

All in all, the ratio of maintain-

ers to aircraft here is over 25-to-1.
“(Maintainers) have more

responsibility than the majority
of Airmen in the Air Force,” said
1st Lt. Tate Ashton, 391st Fighter
Squadron Sortie Generation Flight
commander.

“Nobody else is held to a higher
level of accountability than they
are.”

On the flightline, each aircraft
has at least one maintenance crew
chief and several crew members
that rotate in and out to provide

service 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.

The pre-, thru-, and post-flight
checks can range in length, and
include checking the airframe
for cracks and defects, adjust-
ing fluid levels, making sure the
landing gear functions properly,
the flight controls work, checking
the tires for structural soundness
and running diagnostics on the
electrical systems. Everything is
documented.

“It’s a constant double and tri-
ple checking,” said Senior Airman
Griffin Langiano, maintenance
crew chief. “There are so many
moving parts, and if you don’t
take your time it’s easy to miss
something. We have to be 100 per-
cent positive the plane is mission
capable.”

After an aircraft has sur-
passed a certain number of flight
hours (think of it like miles on
an automobile) it is put into
“Phase,” which Ashton described
as “getting a physical check-up.”
The maintenance crew disassem-
bles the aircraft and conducts
an in-depth inspection of all the
systems and components.

This is a round-the-clock
process involving more than 800
maintenance actions which can
consume more than 1,500 man-
hours to complete.

Job satisfaction is the driving
force, said Tech. Sgt. Terrance
Reese, aerospace propulsion
craftsman. It is his responsibil-
ity to make sure the aircraft’s
engines are performing the way
they should. To do this, the air-
craft is secured so it can’t move

and the engines are run through
their various settings.

“It can get very taxing,” Reese
said. “It’s physical work, and
you have to battle the elements,
but it’s worth it. When I see the
plane take off I think, ‘I made that
possible.’”

There are several other special-
ties and maintenance shops.

The Armament Maintenance
shop ensures the function and re-
liability of the weapons systems;
Aerospace Ground Equipment
provides equipment for use on
the flightline such as generators,
flood lights, heaters for working
in cold weather, and lifts to load
munitions onto the aircraft; and
the Crash and Recovery unit not
only serves as first responders if
there’s an accident, but also main-
tains the equipment to recover
incapacitated aircraft all while
being the experts with the landing
gear, flight controls and aircraft’s
tires.

The supply shop maintains a
massive inventory of nuts, bolts,
washers, and other parts used in
maintenance while the support
section issues equipment and
tools. If they don’t have specific
parts or tools readily available,
the Metals Tech and Sheet Metal
shops can make them.

Additionally, the Airmen of the
Electrical and Environmental,
Avionics, Weapons, Non-Destruc-
tive Inspection, Egress (maintains
aircraft ejection systems), Fuels,
and Hydro shops are all dedicated
to the same mission; making sure
the aircraft and everything on it
remain in mission capable status.

Beneath the skies: Aircraft maintainers

Members of the 332d Air Expeditionary Wing,
391st Fighter Squadron “Bold Tigers,” inspect
different areas of an F-15 to ensure it is ready
for its next flight Jan. 5 at an undisclosed
location in Southwest Asia. The “Tigers” are
capable of employing a full array of United
States Air Force weaponry including air-to-air
missiles, 20mm gun, laser-guided munitions,
Global Positioning Satellite guided munitions,
general purpose munitions, and stand-off
weapons. The 332 AEW is the premier provider
of full-spectrum integrated air and space
power in Southwest Asia.
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Members of the 332d Air Expeditionary Wing, 391st Fighter Squadron “Bold
Tigers,” perform preventative maintenance on F-15 parts to ensure they catch
any issues before they become a potential hazard at an undisclosed location
Jan. 5. The 391 FS is the largest fighter squadron in the USAF, comprised of
more than 180 Airmen and more than 20 aircraft. The squadron is mission
ready to plan and execute all-weather/night missions including self-escort
interdiction, close air support, defensive counter-air, and suppression of enemy
air defenses. The 332 AEW is the premier provider of full- spectrum integrated
air and space power in Southwest Asia.
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