
Ex-Marian coach gets prison; girl she abused ‘no longer exists’

By Todd Cooper

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The 14-year-old girl and her
parents had dreams.

She trained and competed in
track and field, earning a spot on
a prestigious Junior Olympics de-
velopment team. She would go on
to earn a full-ride track scholar-
ship to a major college, her sights

set on Olympic gold.
Then the ghosts of her recent

past started haunting her.
In 2012-13, as a freshman at

Marian High School, the girl had
met Andrea Lightfoot during bas-
ketball tryouts. Lightfoot, then an
assistant basketball coach who’d
had a stellar basketball career at
Marian and Idaho State Univer-
sity, groomed the then-freshman

by text and phone
call. Over a month-
long relationship
with her, she sex-
ually assaulted the
girl at least twice.

Thursday, eight
years after the
assault, after mar-
rying and recently
giving birth, Light-

foot’s bill came due.
Douglas County District Judge

Gary Randall sentenced the
34-year-old mother of a toddler to

20 to 30 years in prison for sexual
assault.

The rare hearing — conducted
by videoconference software be-
cause of coronavirus precautions
— gave a live, split-screen view of
the toll of the case.

Lightfoot, who now goes by her
married name, Andrea Knecht,
appeared via videoconference
from her attorneys’ conference
room. She buried her face in her
hands and began crying after
absorbing the net effect of the

Victim’s mom says her exuberant daughter with Olympic
dreams, now a college dropout, may never fully recover

GRAND ISLAND OUTBREAK
PUTS AREA IN GRIM COMPANY

By Henry J. Cordes

and erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

The Grand Island area — by far
Nebraska’s biggest coronavirus
hot spot — now has rates of illness
comparable to some of the hard-
est-hit states in the country.

Not only does surrounding Hall
County now have more cases
than any county in Nebraska, its
per-capita case rate is almost 12
times that of Douglas County and
more than 25 times that of Lan-
caster County, a World-Herald
analysis found.

The Hall County rate is also
now about equal to that of Louisi-
ana, which ranks among the top
states nationally in both cases and
deaths. It’s also higher than the
per-capita rate in Michigan, a state
that has been in such a significant
state-ordered lockdown because of
the virus that it’s spawned public
protests.

And as eye-popping as such
numbers are, Grand Island, Ne-
braska’s third-largest metro area,
is still likely weeks away from
its peak of cases and deaths. The
sixth death in the local three-coun-
ty health district was reported
Thursday.

“Our expectation is that every
day we will see large numbers of
new cases and every day we will
see a number of deaths,” Central
District Health Department Direc-
tor Teresa Anderson said Thurs-
day. “If we take our lessons from
what’s been happening in other
parts of the country, I’m going to

Hall County’s per capita case rate is close to that of hard-hit Louisiana and
exceeds locked-down Michigan’s — and the peak is still weeks away
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Don’t count
on May 1 end
of distancing,
Ricketts says

By paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraskans hop-
ing to see social distancing rules
disappear after May 1 got a dose
of caution from Gov. Pete Ricketts
on Thursday.

Don’t count on it, the governor
said.

“I don’t want to raise anyone’s
expectations,” he said. “We are not
going to lift all of these social dis-
tancing guidelines all at once.

“In fact, we will probably be do-
ing some social distancing for the
foreseeable future, until we have a
vaccine.”

The state’s plan, he said, appears
to be working to “flatten” and slow
the spread of the coronavirus so
the state’s health care systems are
not overwhelmed to the point that
patients can’t get an intensive care
bed or a ventilator and health care
workers don’t have proper protec-
tive gear.

The governor spoke just before
joining a conference call with

Some safety rules, he says,
are likely to stay in place
‘until we have a vaccine’

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
Trump gives governors 3-phase road
map to reopen economy. Page 4A
China denies that virus originated in
Wuhan-area lab. Page 7A
Record number of layoffs extends to
white-collar industries. Page 8A
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Need for clarity
versus fear of
‘the heavy hand
of government’

The posted
speed limit on In-
terstate 80 near the
exit to the Nebras-
ka Crossing mall in
Sarpy County is 75
mph.

Drivers, for their
sakes and the com-
mon good, are sup-
posed to go no fast-

er than that and no slower than 40.
Those speed limits are as clear

as the black numbers on the white
roadside sign, as clear as the dig-
ital message flashing “Nebraska
Strong” in the mostly empty park-
ing lot of a massive Gretna shop-
ping mall on this sunny still-pan-
demic April day.

The lot is empty now because of
Gov. Pete Ricketts’ stay-at-home-
through-April request. But by next
week, expect to see more cars out-
side Nebraska Crossing. The mall’s
owner, Rod Yates, has decided to
speed past the state’s voluntary
policy, and Ricketts won’t stop him.

Some critics see Yates as a
lead-footed driver and contend

Erin
Grace

COLUMNIST
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Hall County, where Grand Island is, has so far confirmed a state-leading 339 coronavirus cases, a number that is essentially doubling every four days.

Rate per
County Cases 10,000

Hall 339 55.3

Kimball 9 24.8

Adams 73 23.3

Custer 19 17.6

Hamilton 15 16.1

Gage 26 12.1

Dawson 24 10.2

Franklin 3 10.1

Washington 20 9.6

Buffalo 44 8.9

Polk 4 7.7

Merrick 5 6.4

Webster 2 5.7

Gosper 1 5.0

Lincoln 17 4.9

Clay 3 4.8

Rate per
County Cases 10,000

Scotts Bluff 17 4.8

Douglas 266 4.7

Kearney 3 4.6

York 6 4.4

Johnson 2 3.9

Colfax 4 3.7

Dakota 7 3.5

Cheyenne 3 3.4

Dodge 12 3.3

Howard 2 3.1

Nance 1 2.8

Saunders 6 2.8

Sarpy 47 2.5

Knox 2 2.4

Cuming 2 2.3

Morrill 1 2.2

Rate per
County Cases 10,000

Saline 3 2.1

Madison 7 2.0

Lancaster 62 1.9

Platte 6 1.8

Cherry 1 1.8

Stanton 1 1.7

Antelope 1 1.6

Burt 1 1.5

Nemaha 1 1.4

Pierce 1 1.4

Cass 3 1.1

Phelps 1 1.1

Wayne 1 1.1

Box Butte 1 0.9

Otoe 1 0.6

Seward 1 0.6

NEBRASKA CONFIRMED CORONAVIRUS CASES PER 10,000 POPULATION

M A T T H A N E Y / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Source: County health departments; Nebraska DHHS


