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By Adam Branting
Staff Writer

Nearly 100 people at-
tended an evening Me-
morial Day service at Pa-
pillion’s Veterans Park, 
presented by American 
Legion Post 32.

The ceremony featured 
the dedication of a new 
obelisk memorial, honor-
ing five special military 
heroes from Papillion. Af-
ter a delay in production 
and transport, the obelisk 
arrived in mid-May in 
time for installation before 
the service.

“No one celebrates 
Memorial Days and Vet-
erans Days, honors these 
days, like this local area,” 
said Rep. Don Bacon 
(R-Neb. 2), former Wing 
Commander at Offutt Air 
Force Base.

“This is a treasure that 
is going to be passed on 
beyond our lifetimes. We 
honor the lost servicemen, 
and we honor the family 
that had that loss.”

Papillion City Coun-
cilman Steve Engberg 
said every year, the park 
grows. An eighth Honor 
Wall was added in the 
spring, and a butterfly 
and pollinator garden has 
new plantings and added 
features.

“What makes this truly 
hallowed ground is the 
name of each and every 
person, man and woman, 
on these walls and on that 
obelisk in front of me,” 
Engberg said. “Those 
names: their stories, their 
history, their courage, 
their dignity, their sacri-
fice. That’s what makes 
this hallowed ground.”

Representing four of 
America’s military con-
flicts, the obelisk features 
the names and likenesses 
of:

• Army Pvt. Jacob 
C. Miller, who received 
the Medal of Honor for 
actions at the Battle of 
Vicksburg. He is buried 
at Cedardale Cemetery in 
Papillion.

• Army Cpl. Harry 
Bossard was killed on 
Aug. 11, 1918, at the be-
ginning of the Meuse 
Argonne Offensive in 
France. He is buried in the 
Meuse Argonne Ameri-
can Cemetery.

• Marine Capt. Delmar 
George Booze went Miss-
ing in Action while flying 
in an F4B out of Da Nang 
in 1966. He rolled into an 
attack and was pulled off 
target. His transmission 
was lost.

• Army 1st Lt. Mark 
Noziska, who was killed 
on Aug. 30, 2010, in Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan. He is 
buried in Grand Island, 
Neb.

• Army Spc. Joseph 
Cemper, who was killed 
on Apr. 16, 2011, at For-
ward Operating Base 
Gamberi in Afghanistan. 
He is buried at Cedarda-

le Cemetery.
“One million two hun-

dred and eight thousand 
Americans have died in 
battle from the American 
Revolution to the pres-
ent. 1,208,000. That num-
ber is big,” Bacon said. 
“But look what it accom-
plished. It gave us our 
freedom. It gave us our 
independence. It made us 
one country. It helped us 
defeat slavery. We defeat-
ed fascism and Nazism.”

“It was the common 
valor of the regular, com-
mon American. Because 
the common American 
stood up.”

Bacon said to keep de-
mocracy strong, and to 
avoid the hyper partisan-
ship which seems to de-
fine the era, citizens from 
all walks need to “get in-
volved in our neighbor-
hoods, our communities, 
our school boards, our 
city councils, all levels 
of government. That’s 
what makes democracy 
strong.”

“I am not always going 
to like the outcome, but at 
least it’s typically going 
to be a little more mod-
erate if more people are 
involved,” he said in an 
interview following the 
service.

Bacon said viciousness 
in politics is affecting the 
legislative process, partic-
ularly in Washington.

“The anger in the 
house is so ugly right 
now,” he said. “We’ve got 
people getting in each oth-
er’s face. And you know, I 
may not like some of the 
individuals, but I’m not 
going to get in their face. 
I am going to be polite. 
Civility goes a long way. 
Mutual respect for one an-
other.”

The congressman said 
he was displeased with 
the defeat of a bill creating 
a bi-partisan commission 
to investigate the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol. The bill, written 
by Rep. Bennie Thompson 
(D-Miss. 2) and Rep. John 
Katko (R-N.Y. 24) would 
have split 10 appointees 
evenly between the two 
parties.

“It was smarter to have 
one, because it was 50/50 
and it was a Republican 
bill that we passed,” Ba-
con said. “And I felt like 
only in Washington can 
you have a Republican 
bill and have a Demo-
cratic chairman agree to 
it and have Speaker Pelosi 
throw a fit and have Don-
ald Trump say he doesn’t 
like it.

“Frankly, I think we 
are missing the boat on 
our side. Why did securi-
ty fail that day? That has 
less to do with President 
Trump than our own 
House and Senate secu-
rity. I think it is just good 
to know. I think I’d rather 
have an objective, trans-
parent look.”

Bacon speaks at 
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Springfield Days may 
only be one day in 2021, 
but it is chock full of fun 
summer events.

9 a.m. — SYAA Color 
Run — Sarpy County Fair-
grounds

A 5k run, walk or jog 
race. Proceeds benefit the 
Springfield Youth Athletic 
Association.

11 a.m. — Cornhole 
Tournament — Commu-
nity Building

4 p.m. — Kiddie and 
Grand Parade — Main 
Street

4 p.m. — Food Fair — 
Second and Main Streets

4 p.m. — Lucky Duck 

Toss (Virtual)
Sponsored by the 

Friends of the Springfield 
Memorial Library. Priz-
es include a Nintendo 
Switch, a home theater 
projector, $75 in State Park 
Bucks and more. Tickets 
are $4, two for $7, and 
three for $10.

5 p.m. — Kids Games 
— Second and Main 
Streets (Urban Park)

5 p.m. — Beer Garden 
— Downtown Main Street

5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
— Street Dance featuring 
“On the Fritz” — Second 
and Main Streets

Dusk — Wild Willy’s 
Fireworks Display — Best 
view at Second and Main 
Streets.

Springfield Days kicks off summer fun
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The Platteview High School flag team leads the way during 
the 2019 Springfield Days parade.
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Papillion Farmers Market opens
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They actually are sisters: Mary Knapp and Pam Ahlf, two of nine siblings, staff their produce booth at the June 2 opening of 
the Papillion Farmers Market at City Park.
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David Sunderman of Sunderman Produce brought his certified organic goods from Fremont County, Iowa to Papillion for the 
first farmers market of 2021.
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