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Effort’s goal:
that Sydney
Loofe didn’t
die ‘in vain’

By Paul Hammel

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — In the fall of 2017,
a student at Neligh-Oakdale High
School contacted an Omaha-based
nonprofit about doing a school
project on the dangers of online
dating and sex trafficking.

The student also asked her
school principal if the topic was
appropriate, and whether the
group, the Set Me Free Project,
could do an educational program
at the school.

The principal, George Loofe,
signed off, even though he said
it wasn’t really a problem in that
part of rural, northeast Nebraska.

Horribly, Loofe’s daughter, Syd-
ney, a 24-year-old graduate of the
school, was lured to her death
only a couple of weeks after that
exchange. She was victimized,
according to authorities, by two
people, using the online dating app
Tinder.

Stephanie Olson, chief executive
officer and president of the Set Me
Free Project, relayed the story,
saying it illustrates that even a kid
from a strong family can fall vic-
tim to an online predator, and even
in Nebraska.

“I think it’s really important
that Sydney’s death is not in vain,”
Olson said. “What we’re trying to
do is educate kids about how to be

Education on dangers of
online dating highlighted
as one suspect in her
death goes on trial

Boost in schools’ state aid may not lower property taxes

By Joe DeJka

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Nebraska public schools are
about to receive the biggest boost
in state aid since stimulus money
rained down from Washington 10
years ago.

The 6.5% increase in funding
for the state’s school finance for-

mula, which adds up to a $65.5
million hike for 2019-20, could be
a game-changer for some local
school officials as they spend the
summer preparing budgets.

With that bump, Nebraska
reaches a milestone in school
funding: General fund spending
into the aid formula will exceed
$1 billion for the first time.

In the second year, 2020-21, the
increase will be less. Lawmakers
authorized a 0.6% increase that
will add $6.6 million — though
lawmakers revisit school funding
every year and can tweak future
amounts.

The boost comes after sever-
al years in which many school
boards were wringing their hands
over budget constraints and two
metro area school boards ap-
pealed successfully to voters for
authority to raise their property

tax levies above state limits.
Officials at growing districts

say the extra aid will help them
handle growth. Others say it will
keep them from dipping into re-
serves or cutting programs.

Will the infusion provide tax
relief to property owners? Don’t
count on it, unless boards are will-
ing to roll back their levies sub-
stantially.

State Sen. Mike Groene, chair-
man of the Legislature’s Educa-

Financial benefits to property owners are unlikely as
districts try to keep up with growth or prevent cuts

Future of transportation rides on
several methods, survey suggests

By erin Duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A new transportation survey re-
veals the commuting habits of peo-
ple who work, live or go to school in
downtown or midtown Omaha, and it
suggests that there’s an untapped ap-
petite for using different methods —
like walking, carpooling or riding the
bus — to get around the city.

Verdis Group, an Omaha-based sus-
tainability consulting firm, surveyed
more than 8,500 people, most of them
downtown or midtown dwellers or

workers. Respondents included em-
ployees at First National Bank, Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Center
and Mutual of Omaha and tenants at
the GreenSlate or NuStyle Develop-
ments, among others.

“It gives us a real insight into what
people who live and work in down-
town think about transit,” said Steve
Jensen, a planning consultant for the
City of Omaha.

Responses show, no surprise, that
the car remains king among Omaha
commuters. Most surveyed — 78% —
drive to work alone in their car.

But 22% of respondents said they
use one or more so-called active com-
muting methods — walking, biking,
carpooling or taking the bus to get

Most downtown and
midtown commuters still
drive, but they’re open

to other options

Z L O N G / T H E W O R L D - H E R A L D

Karen Allen, World-Herald reporter Jeff Robb and Josh Corrigan on Leavenworth Street during Bike to Work Day. In a new transportation survey,
22% of respondents said they use one or more so-called active commuting methods like biking, walking or taking the bus to work or school.
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Sydney Loofe
The 24-year-old
Menards clerk
from Lincoln
disappeared on
Nov. 16. Her body
was found Dec. 4.

See Loofe: Page 3

See Schools: Page 2

M E T R O T R A N S I T

The survey found positive reactions to mass transit options like the Omaha Rapid Bus Transit line, set to debut in April 2020.

See Survey: Page 2

PALLIATIVE CARE

States extend
coverage to help
patients cope
outside hospice

Stateline.org

WASHINGTON — The special-
ist that Amy Berman visited after
she was diagnosed with the most
perilous form of breast cancer ad-
vised a course of treatment that
might have extended her life but
would have meant certain suffer-
ing and enfeeblement.

The doctor never asked Berman,
a registered nurse who works at a
New York health care foundation,
what she wanted out of whatever
time she had left. If he had, she
would have told him that she want-
ed to enjoy life: continue working,
relish time with friends and fami-
ly, walk her dog Lola.

His recommended treatment
plan — chemotherapy, radiation, a
mastectomy, more chemo and like-
ly hospitalizations — would have
jeopardized all those wishes. “I
would have been living a medical-
ized existence,” Berman said.

Instead, she chose palliative care
— no surgeries or chemo, just med-
icines to manage her pain and slow
the spread of the disease, while
allowing her to pursue a fulfilling
career and active personal life.

Nearly a decade later, to her
surprise and everybody else’s,
Berman is still alive — 59 years

See Palliative care: Page 2

Minimum charges apply. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details.
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