
February 6, 2019  •  Volume 23  •  Number 6 $2.00

TROJANS HOST FIRST ALL GIRLS WRESTLING DUAL B1

The Papillion Times • Covering the cities of Papillion • La Vista • Springfield CONTACT US 
News 402-505-3613  
Delivery 402-733-7500  
Advertising 402-444-1248

CHECK IT OUT @PAPILLIONTIMES.COM 
www.facebook.com/papilliontimes or on Twitter @papilliontimes

By Brody Hilgenkamp
Staff Writer

The overflow crowds at the visi-
tation and funeral services last week
were a good indication of what Me-
lissa Hizer meant to the community.
Hizer, a former teacher in Papil-

lion La Vista Community Schools,
died Jan. 26 after a three-year battle
with colorectal cancer.
Her husband, Jeff, and their two

daughters were scheduled to receive
visitors from 6 to 8 p.m. on Jan. 29,
but Jeff said well-wishers started
showing up around 5:30 and kept the
family busy until after 8.
There was an overflow crowd of

teachers, current and former stu-
dents, parents and friends at the fu-
neral the next day.
That mirrored strong support the

family received over the past three
years. Shortly after Melissa was di-
agnosed in January 2016, friends
organized multiple fundraisers, and
last November 500 people attended a
spaghetti feed.
“It’s been tremendous,” Jeff said

of the support he and his family
have received. “We both taught in
the same district for so long and she
taught in her school that she touched
a lot of lives.
“It was amazing and shocking

and it feels good to be in a position to
have that support.”
Since the family knew Melissa’s

illness was terminal, they had a long
time to process and prepare them-
selves emotionally, but that didn’t
mean it wasn’t difficult, Jeff said.
“It was tough,” he said. “The last

year has really had a lot of ups and
downs.”
Jeff said his two daughters, Pey-

ton, 13, and Mackinlee, 9, are back in
school and doing well.
Melissa started working with

PLCS in 1999 as a part-time ESL sub-
stitute teacher.
She became a full-time ESL teach-

er in 2000 and became a sixth-grade
teacher at ParkviewHeights Elemen-
tary School in 2002.
She also served as flag corps spon-

sor at Papillion-La VistaHigh School.

Hizer, 44, a friend 
to the community

By Eric Taylor
Managing Editor

Soccer balls flying through the
air. Pitchers and hitters getting an
early start to their season. Walkers
avoiding the cold to get in a few ear-
ly morning laps.
That is a typical day at the Papil-

lion Landing Field House, which has
now been up and running for three
months and has seen an early surge
of activity.
“Everything is pretty well

booked,” said Tim Moran, Papillion
recreation superintendent and facili-
ty manager. “I think so far we’ve ex-
ceeded our expectations.”
The 81,000 square foot facility

has provided a practice home for
athletes in lacrosse, soccer, football,
softball and baseball as well giving
those early-morning walkers a place
to log some miles.
“We’ve got somediverse groups,”

said Lori Hansen, the city’s recre-

ation director. “We keep hearing
from the coaches how much they
love the lighting and love the space.”
One of the groups that has been

utilizing the Field House is the Papil-
lion Recreation Organization. PRO
President Beth Byrne said the orga-
nization, which involves more than
1,200 athletes, is thrilled to have the
Field House at its disposal.
“Our soccer program has been the

most prominent user, but it’s also al-
lowed us to have a baseball coaching
clinic, which has never been done
before, and has allowed us to be
more creative in some other ways
we can use it,” Byrne said. “Our soc-
cer coaches are thrilled by it and we
have parents who are just in awe of
the facility.”
Byrne said the facility offers

something for every athlete involved
with PRO.
“We have three levels of athletes

we look at,” Byrne said. “There is the
athlete who’s doing this purely as

recreational, the kids who are look-
ing to earn their playing time and
develop their skills and then the kids
that are looking to be more compet-
itive and do more traveling. This fa-
cility allows us to meet the needs of
all those kids at all different levels.”
The soccer facility can be used as

one large field, split in half or divid-
ed into quads, which Moran said is
the most common practice usage.
College soccer programs at Ne-

braska Christian College and Bel-
levue University have also used the
facility and the Omaha Beef football
team will be practicing there when
their season kicks off next month.
Along with the soccer fields, there

are several batting cages and pitch-
ing alleys for both baseball and soft-
ball teams. Hansen said many orga-
nizations are also taking advantage
of the various meeting rooms avail-
able.
Moran said more than 300 walk-

ers have signed up for morning

strolls while random drop-in users
are beginning to increase as well.
Weekday rentals are filled by

colleges in the afternoon and youth
teams in the evenings. Moran said
weekend usage is solid from 8 a.m.
to 9 p.m.
“Everybody loves the facility,” he

said. “We’ve had a ton of positive
comments. They like the lighting
and the openness and they like the
way the turf feels more natural.”
Moran said the Field House will

serve as host to a USA Wrestling
event in April where he envisions
around 20 mats being in use at one
time.
As the Field House continues to

flourish, area coaches and athletes
are eagerly anticipating completion
of the Community Center, which is
set to open in November.
“We cannot wait,” Byrne said.

“We’re very limited on space so this
is going to present new opportuni-
ties for us.”

Field House flourishing in early stages
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A typical night at the Papillion Landing Field House will feature dozens of soccer player honing their skills.
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Abigail Armendariz sings while in costume Thursday during the St. Columbkille talent show as part 
of Catholic Schools Week. For more photos, see page 6.

Catholic Schools Week


