
MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
U.N. wants to “rebuild our world for
the better.” Page 12A
Companies seek to limit their legal
liability for infections. Page 14A

Many eager for soothing words from Buffett
By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When the nation fell hard
into the Great Recession, War-
ren Buffett was a calm voice
amid the storm, assuring jittery
Americans that the country in
the end would emerge as strong
as ever.

Buffett has been largely qui-
et since the nation suddenly
plunged into another economic
crisis, this time due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

But his silence will end Sat-
urday, when Buffett holds a
most unusual, online-only annu-
al meeting with his Berkshire
Hathaway shareholders.

Shareholders and the wider
world will be tuned in as the
socially distanced Berkshire

MASKS ARE NO ‘PANACEA’
BUT A PIECE OF THE PUZZLE

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

From Husker-printed variet-
ies to bandannas, cloth masks are
showing up everywhere these
days.

The federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recom-
mended this month that the gen-
eral public wear cloth masks when
they’re out and about.

And during a presentation Tues-
day, Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center’s College of Public Health,
repeated that everyone over age 2
should be wearing masks in public.

So why now, when data support-
ing mask-wearing by the general
public is scant? (Health officials,
by the way, still stress leaving
medical masks — paper surgical
masks and N95 respirators — for
health care providers, who need
them most.)

The main reason is that re-
searchers know that people can
spread the novel coronavirus for

Distancing, hygiene still
most vital, experts say; your
mask can protect others in
case you’re infected

2ND DISTRICT HOUSE RACE

Ann Ashford
puts focus on
public option
health care plan

By Jeffrey roBB

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

In pitching her health care plan,
Ann Ashford is offering what she
believes is a realistic idea.

Much of the Democratic atten-
tion focuses on “Medicare for All.”
But Ashford instead favors what’s
called a public option — adding a
new government-sponsored insur-
ance plan that would compete with
private health insurance.

Ashford argues she can help get
the major policy change through
Congress.

The argument sounds a lot like
Brad Ashford — Ann’s husband
and a former congressman whose
decision not to run led to her entry
into the 2nd District race for the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Brad Ashford’s career as a
lawmaker was highlighted by the
practical side of lawmaking — fo-
cusing on changes he could actual-
ly get passed and implemented.
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Veterans home outbreak is the latest at an Iowa care facility. Midlands, Page 3A

Nebraska and Iowa: Return to work when called or lose jobless pay. Page 5A

CDC recommends social distancing for dogs and cats. Page 12A

Ricketts says he’s basing his decisions on health care resources. Page 13A

CORONAVIRUS CASES
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 3,374 56
Iowa 6,376 136
U.S. 981,246 55,258

*As of 10 p.m. Tuesday

Huskers lose QB Vedral
The Wahoo Neumann

alum, who has been Adrian
Martinez’s backup, plans to

transfer. Sports

Dogs in market for home
Nine puppies and two adult
dogs are flown from a kill
shelter in Tennessee to

Omaha. Midlands, Page 3A
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Health officials stress leaving medical masks for health care providers. Cloth face
coverings are recommended for everybody else in public and have become a more
common sight in the Omaha area in recent weeks. Don Rupp of Bellevue wore one while
he was in the Old Market just days after the CDC recommended masks on April 3. See Masks: Page 2

Trump orders
meat plants
to stay open
as cases rise

By erin duffy
And nAnCy GAArder

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Gov. Pete Ricketts and Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday
vowed to keep meat processing
plants open in order to ensure that
grocery stores remain stocked,
even as workers at a pork slaugh-
terhouse in Crete briefly walked
off the job to protest the plant’s
continued operation.

Trump signed an executive or-
der requiring plants to stay open
in an effort to stave off a shortage
of meat because of coronavirus
infections among packinghouse
workers.

The order uses the Defense Pro-
duction Act to classify meat pro-
cessing as critical infrastructure.
But advocates for worker safety
say the order takes away the one
tool local governments and work-
er representatives have to force
plants to operate more safely: the
threat of closure.

The National Council for Oc-
cupational Safety and Health, a
workplace safety advocacy group,
said the order could jeopardize
workers.

“Essential workplaces should
never be required to stay open un-
less they are safe — for the sake
of workers on site, and to prevent
the spread of a deadly disease
to co-workers, families and the
public at large,” said Marcy Gold-
stein-Gelb, the council’s co-execu-
tive director.

Ricketts said keeping the plants
open requires a committed effort

Ricketts says he’d welcome
any help from president;
Crete workers briefly walk
out after closing reversed
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Warren Buffett at the 2019 Berkshire meeting. In Saturday’s online-only session,
shareholders hope to hear if Buffett has found profitable use for a huge pile of cash.

See Crete: Page 2


