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ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAW

‘Business
case’ for
LGBT rights
gains steam

By Henry J. Cordes

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Supporters of ban-
ning job discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity are hopeful that growing sup-
port from business leaders will fi-
nally push the measure to passage
in Nebraska.

“This issue often gets tied up
in partisan politics, but it really
is a nonpartisan issue when you
make the business case,” said Abbi
Swatsworth of OutNebraska, a gay
rights advocacy group based in
Lincoln. “It’s about the perception
of the state as a welcoming place.”

Omaha and Lincoln business
leaders have long been in favor of
banning job discrimination based
on sexual orientation or gender
identity, and a key statewide busi-
ness group joined them last month.
It was the latest sign of concern
among state business leaders that
Nebraska’s lack of an anti-discrim-
ination law is harming efforts to
retain and attract workers in a
tight national labor market.

But such a law has been repeat-
edly voted down in the Legisla-
ture. It’s firmly opposed by Gov.
Pete Ricketts and some religious
groups. And it’s such a touchy
political issue that a blue-ribbon
panel of Nebraska leaders last

Backers argue that lack of
such a law hinders efforts
to attract and keep workers
in tight labor market

‘Parasite’ is first foreign language film to win best picture
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sub-

title this: “Parasite” is the first
non-English language film to win
best picture in the 92-year histo-
ry of the Academy Awards.

Bong Joon Ho’s masterfully
devious class satire took Holly-
wood’s top prize at the Oscars on
Sunday night, along with awards
for best director, best interna-
tional film and best screenplay.
In a year dominated by period
epics — “1917,” “Once Upon a
Time ... In Hollywood,” “The
Irishman” — the film academy
instead went overseas, to South
Korea, to reward a contemporary
and unsettling portrait of social
inequality in “Parasite.”

True to its name, “Parasite”
simply got under the skin of Os-
car voters, attaching itself to the

American awards season and,
ultimately, to history. The win
was a watershed moment for the
Academy Awards, which have
long been content to relegate
international films to their own
category.

Multiple standing ovations
greeted Bong’s several wins. “I
am ready to drink tonight,” Bong
said, prompting roars from the
crowd. Unexpectedly called up
again for best director, Bong sa-
luted his fellow nominees, partic-
ularly Martin Scorsese, and con-
cluded: “Now I’m ready to drink
until tomorrow.”

The win for “Parasite” —
which had echoes of the surprise
victory of “Moonlight” over “La

ACADEMY AWARDS

A commanding, kind presence for just
a few more months at North High

By emily nitCHer

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Principal Gene Haynes can be
heard before he’s seen.

His voice echoes through the hall-
ways of Omaha’s North High School
as he encourages his students to hurry
from one class to the next.

“Come on, little sister, don’t be
late,” Haynes recently told a student
taking baby steps. “Or your Saturday
will be with me.”

Haynes shook a student’s hand. Pat-

ted another on the back.
“Hit the bricks,” Haynes told his

students.
Haynes pointed to a student — he

taught the student’s mother, too.
“Come on, come on,” Haynes

boomed. “Get to class.”
Haynes is not an office person. He’s

out with his students, calling everyone
he sees “brother” or “sister.” Thou-
sands of students have heard that
greeting during Haynes’ nearly 53
years with the Omaha Public Schools.

He’s been a teacher, coach, athletic
director and principal. The 75-year-
old has been principal of North since
2001.

But this school year will be the last
for Haynes. He’s retiring at the end of
the year.

Principal Haynes, a role
model for OPS students for
53 years, nears retirement
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The 2017 Omaha North football team, the Class A state champions, presented Principal Gene Haynes with their trophy during a pep rally. “Mr. Haynes
was the biggest, strongest, toughest guy in the building,” said Cliff Brunt, a 1992 North High grad. “And he was the biggest teddy bear in the building.”
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Hitting the
1,000-win
milestone wasn’t
easy for NU
softball coach,
nor was talking
about it. Sports

CHEAP, EASY TO FIX

For tech-weary
farmers, tractors
of ’70s, ’80s are
hot commodity

tHe star triBune (minneapolis)
Kris Folland grows corn, wheat

and soybeans and raises cattle
on 2,000 acres near Halma in the
northwest corner of Minnesota, so
his operation is far from small. But
when he last bought a new tractor,
he opted for an old one — a 1979
John Deere 4440.

He retrofitted it with automatic
steering guided by satellite, and
he and his kids can use the tractor
to feed cows, plant fields and run
a grain auger. The best thing? The
tractor cost $18,000, compared
to upward of $150,000 for a new
tractor. And Folland doesn’t need a
computer to repair it.

“This is still a really good trac-
tor,” said Folland, who owns two
other tractors built before 1982.

“They cost a fraction of the
price, and then the operating costs
are much less because they’re so
much easier to fix,” he said.
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T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

Bong Joon Ho, right, is presented with the award for best picture for “Parasite”
from presenter Jane Fonda at the Academy Awards on Sunday.See Oscars: Page 4


