
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S.
and Iran stepped back from the
brink of possible war Wednesday
as President Donald Trump sig-
naled he would not retaliate mili-
tarily for Iran’s missile strikes on
Iraqi bases housing U.S. troops.

No one was harmed in the
strikes, but U.S. forces in the re-
gion remained on high alert.

Speaking from the White House,
Trump seemed intent on deescalat-
ing the crisis, which spiraled after
he authorized the targeted killing
last week of Iran’s top general,
Qassem Soleimani. Iran respond-

ed with its most direct assault on
America since the 1979 seizure of
the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, firing
more than a dozen missiles at two
installations in Iraq. The Pentagon
said Wednesday that it believed
Iran fired with the intent to kill.

Even so, Trump’s takeaway was
that “Iran appears to be standing
down, which is a good thing for all
parties concerned and a very good
thing for the world.”

Despite such conciliatory talk,
the region remained on edge,
and American troops, including

Region remains on edge; Pentagon
believes Iran fired with intent to kill
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OHA plans
to take steps
to improve
security

By Christopher BurBaCh

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The Omaha Housing Author-
ity plans to install new surveil-
lance cameras and improve se-
curity doors at its public housing
high-rises, including Evans Tower,
where gunfire left two people dead
on New Year’s Eve.

Plans for surveillance system
and door control upgrades at
OHA’s 11 towers were in the works
before the Dec. 31 Evans Tower
confrontation. A man allegedly
shot and killed his ex-girlfriend
in her apartment, then was killed
when he rushed with a gun toward
police in the hallway. An Omaha
police officer also was injured by
gunfire.

The OHA Board of Commis-
sioners is expected to vote on con-
tracts Thursday.

Evans Tower residents and
the OHA resident on the agen-
cy’s board, Eric Burgin, have ex-
pressed concern about safety at
the high-rises in the wake of the
New Year’s Eve shootings. Evans
Tower residents said outsiders
have been coming into the build-

New cameras and door
controls at public housing
high-rises in the works
before deadly shooting
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BILL WOULD BAN ONE
METHOD OF ABORTION

By Martha stoddard

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — Nebraska would
join a dozen other states in at-
tempting to ban so-called dismem-
berment abortions under a bill
introduced during opening day
of the 2020 legislative session on
Wednesday.

State Sen. Suzanne Geist of Lin-
coln offered Legislative Bill 814
along with 21 co-sponsors. The
proposal guarantees controver-
sy in the 60-day session and looks
to become a political litmus test
during a year when many lawmak-
ers, including Geist, are seeking
reelection.

The bill was one of dozens intro-
duced Wednesday.

The measure would ban a meth-
od used for second-trimester
abortions, those done from week
13 through week 24 of a woman’s
pregnancy. The procedure, known
medically as dilation and evacua-
tion, includes removal of a fetus in
pieces.

“I have introduced a bill this
morning that will end the practice

As the 2020 session opens, dozens of bills are introduced, including
one that could become a political litmus test for lawmakers
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‘DARK PATTERNS’

NU law prof
urges caution
in addressing
online trickery

By Joseph Morton

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — As Congress
wrestles with how to address de-
ceptive Internet practices, one Ne-
braska law professor is urging it to
tread carefully.

At issue are the many ways in
which people can be tricked online
today, whether that involves vid-
eos altered realistically to smear
public figures or manipulative
user agreements designed so that
nobody would ever read them.

Such practices are often lumped
together under the broad term
“dark patterns.”

But even that phrase is itself
somewhat manipulative, and law-
makers should be wary of stifling
legitimate, productive uses of new
technology, according to Gus Hur-
witz, an associate professor at the
University of Nebraska College
of Law and director of a new cen-
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State Sen. Wendy DeBoer and her fellow lawmakers recite the Pledge of Allegiance on
Wednesday. Above, senators, staffers and members of the public gather in the Capitol
Rotunda on opening day of the 60-day legislative session.

OPENING-DAY HIGHLIGHTS
Bill topics include Social Security,

Columbus Day and dessert. Midlands

DAY OF PRAYER
The governor declares Roe v. Wade

anniversary as a day of prayer. Page 2A See Legislature: Page 2

See OHA: Page 2

IRAN FIRED 16 MISSILES; 4 DIDN’T DETONATE


