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OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. — One of Team Offutt’s 
newest partner units, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, was established here in 2013.

Originally known as the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command CONUS Annex, the $5 million laboratory occu-
pies more than 23,000 square feet of space inside Building 
D.

With its headquarters in Washington, D.C., the laboratory 
was created in part to help meet a congressional mandate 
to achieve identification on 200 remains per year starting 
in 2015.

After a thorough search across the continental United 
States, Offutt was selected to house the new laboratory as 
it met all three Department of Defense requirements.

“First was access to a military aircraft flightline so we 
can receive evidence recovered from sites around the 
globe in fulfillment of our mission to account for over 
81,000 missing service members from our nation’s past 
conflicts,” said Franklin Damann, DPAA Nebraska Labora-
tory director.

“Second was to be in a community that welcomed and 

supported the DPAA mission, and third was proximity to 
Academic institutions where DPAA scientific staff could 
engage in professional development and build partnerships 
with researchers to support our mission through technolo-
gy and innovation.

“Nebraska, and the 55th Wing specifically, hit all three.”
DPAA’s mission is to recover missing personnel who 

are listed as Prisoners of War, or Missing In Action, from 
all past wars and conflicts and from countries around the 
world.

Most of the evidence retrieved in the European-Medi-
terranean operations department makes it way to Offutt, 
while the Indo-Pacific evidence is handled of by the lab in 
Hawaii.

DPAA’s regional directorates include the historical 
research and operational components. A combination of 
active duty, federal civilian and contract personnel, who 
fulfill the roles of planners, researchers, analysts and histo-
rians, staff these departments.

The lab here has nearly 40 staff members, with most of 
them owning advance degrees in forensic anthropology and 
dentistry.

“DPAA anthropologists do more than analyze human 
remains at the lab to help with identification,” said Brittany 

Walter, DPAA forensic anthropologist. “We also conduct 
innovative research in forensic anthropology and deploy 
to different parts of the world to actually recover human 
remains in the field.”

Working with human remains can be a rewarding by-
product that these scientist can bring to the love ones of 
those families who are desiring closure.

“Last year, I was able to meet the sister of a fallen ser-
vice member from World War II and she had lost hope that 
her brother would be identified because he was adopted, 
meaning DNA would not be useful in his case,” Walter said.

“Because of the innovative scientific techniques we have 
developed at DPAA, we were able to identify her brother 
using chest radiographs and skeletal analysis.”

DPAA uses the term “fullest possible accounting” to 
say that their unwavering desire and mission is to provide 
accounting for missing personnel to their families and the 
nation.

“Early in my graduate career I learned about the DPAA 
and its mission, and knew right then I was going to serve 
my nation as a civilian working on the POW/MIA mission,” 
Damann said.

“Doing so gives me an opportunity to apply my skills 
directly to one of our nation’s most noble missions.”
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Jeffrey Lynch, a forensic anthropologist, develops 3-D models of skeletal remains inside the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency Offutt Laboratory Dec. 12 at 
Offutt AFB.
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NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, Nev. (AFNS) — Australians have 
been battling devastating wildfires since September 2019. 
More than 13 million acres have burned across the country 
as firefighters and emergency responders continue to battle 
the blazes.

Members of the Royal Australian Air Force and Nellis 
Air Force Base teamed up to load more than 50 bundles of 
fire suppressant and other critical firefighting equipment 
onto three RAAF C-17 Globemaster III aircraft for delivery 
to the Australian Emergency authorities and Rural Fire 
Service.

The Chief of the Royal Australian Air Force, Air Marshal 
Mel Hupfeld, was thankful for the support of the United 
States Air Force and United States stakeholders assisting 
with this movement of supplies.

“The Royal Australian Air Force deeply appreciates the 
offer of help from the United States Air Force,” Hupfeld 
said.

“The Australian people are comforted to know that in 
times of need, we have great friends like the United States 
who are ready to lend a hand. This is yet another example 
of the strength of our long-term friendship between our 
countries.”

The 99th Logistics Readiness Squadron provided help 
throughout the entire process. Airmen from both Air Forc-
es worked alongside each other to load aircraft quickly and 
efficiently so they could get back to Australia with the vital 
equipment.

“Our LRS experts are skilled at prepping and loading all 
kinds of cargo and equipment into various airframes for 
transport across the world,” said Lt. Col. Danielle Kirk, 
99th Logistics Readiness Squadron commander.

“We were happy to assist our partners with prepping and 
loading the locally-sourced fire suppressant to help with the 
fires in Australia.”

Nellis AFB and 
RAAF team up to 
support Australia 
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Members of the 99th Logistics Readiness Squadron and the Royal Australian Air Force push a pallet of fire suppressant up the ramp 
of an Australian C-17 Globemaster III Jan. 16 at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. Airmen from the United States and Australian Air Forces 
worked together to load the aircraft with the cargo to be delivered to Australia for aid in wildfire relief.


