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By David R. Hopper
55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. -- The 1st Weather Group wel-
comed a new commander during a socially-distanced ceremony July 24, 
2020, in the Chief Master Sgt. Peter Moore auditorium.

As part of the ceremony, Col. Travis Steen relinquished command of 
the 1st WXG and Col. Bradley Stebbins assumed command.

The ceremony was officiated by Col. Patrick Williams, 557th Weather 
Wing commander.

“(Steen), you took 1st WXG to new heights,” Williams said. “You 
challenged the squadrons to do their best and they shined under your 
leadership – thank you.”

Williams also took the time to welcome Stebbins to the 557th WW and 
the 1st WXG.

“Col. Stebbins has a distinguished and international background that 
will serve the 1st WXG very well,” Williams said. “(He) has a very good 
grasp of international affairs and how to work with allies, senior and 
international leaders against a common threat.”

The 1st WXG is comprised of six operational weather squadrons 
providing timely, accurate and relevant weather operations around 
the clock in support of joint warfighters worldwide. Each squadron 
produces decision-quality weather forecasts and environmental threat 
assessments for aviation and ground forces tasked to fulfill specific 
geographic combatant command, service component and international 
partner operations.

“It is truly amazing what this group has accomplished in two years,” 
said Steen. “Undertaking the first major reorganization of the Opera-
tional Weather Squadrons since their inception.”

1st Weather Group holds change of command
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Col. Patrick Williams, 557th Weather Wing commander, officiated the socially-distanced 1st Weather Group change of command ceremony on July 24, 2020 in the Chief Master 
Sgt. Peter Moore auditorium at Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. Williams gave a brief description of Col. Travis Steen, outgoing 1st WXG commander’s accomplishments. He 
also introduced Col. Bradley Stebbins, incoming 1st WXG commander, and welcomed him and his wife to the 557th WW.
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Col. Bradley Stebbins receives the guidon and assumed command of the 1st Weather Group in a socially-distanced 
ceremony on June 24, 2020 in the Chief Master Sgt. Peter Moore auditorium on Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. The 
1st WXG is comprised of six operational weather squadrons providing timely, accurate and relevant weather operations 
around the clock in support of joint warfighters worldwide. 

By Paul Shirk
 55th Wing Public Affairs

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. -- The 557th Weather Wing 
held a change of command cer-
emony at Offutt Air Force Base, 
Nebraska, June 25, 2020.

Col. Brian Pukall transferred 
command to Col. Patrick Williams 
in a ceremony presided by Lt. 
Gen. Timothy Haugh, Sixteenth 
Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) com-
mander.

“Colonel Pukall has left a last-
ing legacy of innovation by fos-
tering a culture of technological 
improvement across the weather 
enterprise,” Haugh said.

Haugh also spoke about some of 
the wing’s innovative accomplish-
ments under Pukall’s leadership, 
such as the 14th Weather Squad-
ron’s Climate Go-Kit, which 
equips weather operators with 
country-specific environmental in-
telligence in contested, degraded 
and operationally limited con-
ditions. He also highlighted the 
leveraging of high performance 
computing to enhance operations 
throughout the Department of 
Defense.

Pukall’s next assignment will be 
Chief of the Exercises Division at 
U.S. Southern Command.

“This organization has a proud 
tradition of excellence and it has 
been my great honor to be the 
wing commander, and now to be 
able to form part of the legacy of 
this organization,” Pukall said.

Williams, the incoming com-
mander, previously led the wing’s 
2nd Weather Group.

“The 557th WW is gaining a 
world-class leader and command-
er today,” Haugh said. “Pat, you 
are taking command of the 557th 
at a critical time. We are moving 
from successive regional conflicts 
to a future characterized by con-
tinual global competition. The per-
spective you gained at the most 

senior levels of the Department of 
Defense and globally integrated 
weather operations are exactly 
what we need to purpose the out-
comes our Air Force is expecting. 
I look forward to your leadership 
as you take command.”

Williams addressed the wing 
for the first time as commander, 
thanking the wing for the work 
done in the last several years.

“You’ve done tremendous work 
and accomplished feats previous-
ly thought impossible by some,” 
Williams said. “You converted 
to data-centric operations, peer 
adversaries, and a combatant 
commander focus.”

Williams later added, “I en-
vision this wing being the main 
influencer on operational deci-
sions that keeps our adversaries 
guessing, that maximizes our 
kinetic and non-kinetic effects 
and options, and I want to be 
sought after by other units in the 
Air Force. I think together we can 
accomplish that vision.”

Steps were taken to integrate 
COVID-19 precautions into the 
ceremony while maintaining Air 
Force tradition. In addition to 
social distancing and sanitizing, 
the ceremony was broadcast on 
Facebook Live and Haugh officiat-
ed the event remotely.

The mission of the 557th WW, 
the Air Force’s only weather wing, 
is to exploit timely, accurate and 
relevant weather intelligence 
anytime and everywhere on the 
globe, enabling warfighters to 
‘choose the weather for battle.’ 
The 557th provides around-the-
clock authoritative terrestrial and 
space-environmental data, analy-
ses, forecasts, threat-warning and 
threat-mitigation products and 
services for the DOD, military 
services, all geographic and func-
tional combatant commands, the 
national intelligence community, 
allied and coalition partners at 
any location around the world.

557th WW hosts change of command
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Lt. Gen. Timothy Haugh, Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) commander, salutes Col. Patrick Williams through a 
video conference link as he assumes command of the 557th Weather Wing during a change of command ceremony 
at the 557th Weather Wing headquarters building, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, June 25, 2020. Prior to taking 
command, Williams was the 2nd Weather Group commander.
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Lt. Gen. Timothy Haugh, Sixteenth Air Force (Air Forces Cyber) commander, salutes Col. Brian Pukall, 557th Weather 
Wing commander, through a video conference link as he relinquishes command of the wing during a change of command 
ceremony at the 557th Weather Wing headquarters building, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska, June 25, 2020. Pukall’s 
next assignment will be Chief of Exercises for U.S. Southern Command. 
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