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By Ashley Quintela
Staff Writer

Bell Elementary just wel-
comed its newest pack of Bull-
dogs. From exploring hallways 
to greeting students with a 
friendly smile, the dogs are 
ready to make a difference.

Last week, Bell Elementary 
launched its very own Watch 
D.O.G.S (Dads of Great Stu-
dents) program, a nationwide 
program where dads, uncles, 
grandfathers and stepdads 
have the opportunity to vol-
unteer at their students’ school 
for two hours at least once a 
year.

Bell is one of six elementary 
schools in the district offering 
the program.

During their volunteer 
time, the D.O.G.S. help their 
child and their classmates with 
classroom activities, super-
vise recess, participate in P.E., 
greet students as they come 
in school and help with math 
facts and reading skills.

Mary Derby, Bell Elemen-
tary’s principal, said the pro-
gram is a great way to get male 
role models involved in the 
school.

“There’s not a lot of male 
role models at the elementary 
level, so these dads can play 
that role,” Derby said.

“It’s great to get more dads 
involved. It’s good for us and 
the children, but also for the 
dads because they see what 
their child’s day is like at 
school.”

Currently, the school has 26 

dads involved in the program, 
but Derby is hoping to get 
even more.

“We are looking forward 
to growing this program,” she 
said.

Zayn Knaub, a Watch 
D.O.G.S. leader, said when he 
heard about the program, he 
was excited to get involved.

“We live in this neighbor-
hood so being able to be tight-
er knit was important to me,” 
he said.

“The community part of 
it, to me, is the most import-
ant. We have such a fantastic 

neighborhood and community 
at Bell Elementary. This is one 
way dads can come make an 
impact and be visible.”

His favorite part of being 
at the school, Knaub said, is 
spending time with his son, 
Atlas, who is a first grader.

“One of the cool parts about 
it is that he just lights up when 
I’m there,” he said. “You can 
see how proud he is.”

While dads must volunteer 
for two hours at least once a 
year, Knaub said he plans to be 
at Bell twice a month to show 
that dads really do care.

“The stereotype is that 
moms and female teachers 
are very involved with school 
and this is just a way for dads 
to be more present and show 
through their presence that 
they care about education and 
being around the kids and the 
community,” he said.

Knaub said before the pro-
gram was implemented, he 
only ever saw a sliver of what 
school was like for his son 
through parent-teacher confer-
ences and at drop off and pick-
up time.

“It’s the best perspective 
I’ve ever gotten with him in 
school,” he said. “I would nev-
er be able to see him interact-
ing like that at school at any 
other circumstances.”

And though work sched-
ules can be hectic for working 
parents, Knaub said prospec-
tive Watch D.O.G.S. should 
contact the school and try to 
find a time that works best for
them.

“The whole point is to get 
max participation and have the 
dads make a high impact in the 
school,” he said. “It’s a really 
special thing to be able to do.”

With D.O.G.S. roaming the 
halls and interacting with chil-
dren, Derby said she hopes 
students are able to establish 
a relationship with another 
trusted adult.

“I hope they see a positive 
role model in their school, an-
other adult they can build a 
positive relationship with,” 
she said.

Bell Elementary welcomes new D.O.G.S.
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Vo l u n t e e r 
Zayn Knaub 
helps Bell 
Elementary 
first graders 
P a y t o n 
Kuhr, left, 
M a h e e n 
Armani and 
B e t h a n i e 
Cluck with 
math facts 
Jan. 28.
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First grader Atlas Knaub snaps a photo with his dad Zayn Knaub Jan. 
28 at Bell Elementary when his dad volunteered at the school.

By Hailey Stolze
Staff Writer

Papillion will soon have a 
new city administrator.

The City Council unan-
imously approved Amber 
Powers to serve as the next 
city administrator at its Feb. 4 
meeting. Powers will replace 
Christine Myers when Myers 
retires July 2.

Papillion hired Powers as 
the assistant city administrator 
in August 2017 in anticipation 
of Myer’s eventual retirement, 
Mayor David Black said. Based 
on her qualifications and per-
formance, she will receive a 
starting salary of $120,000, ac-
cording to council documents.

Philip Green was appoint-
ed by a unanimous vote to be 
Powers’s deputy city admin-
istrator. Green was sworn in 
Feb. 4 and starts March 2 with 
a salary of $109,000.

In other action:

The council voted 5–2 to 
approve a reconsidered reso-
lution that grants consent to 
the resettlement of refugees in 

Papillion. It joins 
the list of Nebras-
ka cities that pro-
vided consent, 
including Bellev-
ue and La Vista.

The vote 
spurred from 
President Don-

ald Trump’s executive order 
issued Sept. 16 that would 
require state and local gov-
ernments to provide written 
consent in order for refugees to 
resettle within its area.

This resolution previously 
failed 4–2 at the council’s Jan. 
7 meeting when Councilman 
Tom Mumgaard and Council-
woman Lu Ann Kluch were 
absent. In order for the vote 
to have passed, the majority 
of the entire council, or five
members, would have needed 

to vote in its favor.
Absent members are able 

to submit a motion for recon-
sideration at least 14 days be-
fore the meeting. Mumgaard 
submitted a request Jan. 8, just 
before U.S. District Judge Pe-
ter Messitte blocked Trump’s 
executive order Jan. 15 on a 
preliminary basis. Mumgaard 
said because that block could 
be temporary, he wanted to 
go ahead with the reconsider-
ation.

Kluch was also absent from 
the Feb. 4 meeting. For the vote 
to take place, the council had 
to vote to suspend some of its 
rules.
It first suspended a rule

that requires all members to 
be present when a motion to 
reconsider is voted on. After, 
it voted to suspend a rule that 
requires a motion to reconsider 
to pass with a vote of at least 
two-thirds of its members and 
to instead use a majority vote. 

It was then the council could 
vote for the resolution to be 
reconsidered, followed by the 
actual vote.

Councilmen Steve Sunde 
and Jason Gaines voted against 
all five of the resolutions, in-
cluding the initial Jan. 7 vote.

The council also approved  
an agreement to officially join
the Sarpy County Traffic Safe-
ty Task Force in the council’s 
consent agenda. Formed last 
September, the task force aims 
to reduce traffic violations and
vehicle crashes, according to 
council documents. It consists 
of the Sarpy County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Bellevue, Pa-
pillion and La Vista police de-
partments.

Papillion City Council meet-
ings are held every first and third
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in 
City Hall, 122 E. 3rd St. Agendas 
and minutes are posted on the city 
website at papillion.org/Agenda-
Center.

Council approves city administrator; 
consents to refugee resettlement

Powers

By Austin Plourde
Staff Writer

Former FBI Special Agent Anna 
Brewer visited First United Meth-
odist Church in Springfield Jan. 29
to educate the community about 
human trafficking.

Brewer, a training consultant for 
the Women’s Fund of Omaha, said 
traffickers can be any gender.

According to the Women’s Fund 
of Omaha’s website, an estimated 
900 individuals are sold each month 
for sex in Nebraska, with 70 to 75% 
showing signs of being trafficked.

“Take a look at me, look at my 
height, my weight, eye color, my 
skin color and please believe me 
when I tell you I am the face of a 
trafficker,” Brewer said.

“People that look like me sell 
their children, people that look like 
me are sold for sex, so take that 
stereotypical Hollywood image of 
what you think a pimp looks like 
and throw that out the window.”
Brewer said human trafficking

is the second largest criminal enter-
prise behind drug trafficking and is
growing.
“Drug traffickers are realizing

that there is less risk and greater re-
ward in selling a person than there 
is in selling narcotics,” Brewer said.

Brewer said if she was caught 
speeding on the way to Springfield
with a bag of cocaine on her front 
seat she would have been arrested.

But if Brewer were a human 
trafficker and she had her daugh-
ter with her to be sold for traffick-
ing purposes and she was caught 
speeding, the officer might give her
a ticket but would not arrest her on 
the spot like he would a drug traf-
ficker.
“The police officer doesn’t have

any reasonable suspicion without 
probable cause to believe I am com-
mitting a crime,” Brewer said.

She said the average lifespan of 
a trafficked human is around seven
years from his or her first commer-
cial sex act. Causes of death vary 
from suicide to untreated illnesses.

Throughout the interviews of 
survivors Brewer has conduct-
ed, fear was the common element 
among people being sold into com-
mercial sex.

Whether that fear was the traf-
ficker would release photos, beat
or threaten the individual, all of the 
individuals were afraid to escape 
from their captors.
Human traffickers, she said, will

say things like, “In the end it will 
just be you and me, you’re better off 
with me and I will make you rich,” 
to lure victims in to a false sense of 
security.

Brewer said there is a solution to 
end human trafficking.

“If we have no buyers then we 
have no trafficking,” Brewer said.

From her experience investigat-
ing sex crimes, she said the average 
sex buyer is a white male, between 
24 and 60 years old, educated and  
from a higher socioeconomic back-
ground.

“Yes, I have arrested Afri-
can-American, Native American, 
Hispanic and Asian men, but ma-
jority of the time, 80 to 85% of men 
that pay for sex that I have expe-
rienced are white males,” Brewer 
said.

The new approach being taken 
by law enforcement to combat hu-
man trafficking is that sex workers
will not be arrested.

Brewer said she would rather let 
100 prostitutes free if it means she 
can help one person who didn’t 
choose that lifestyle.

“We are trying to end the de-
mand by going after the sex buyers 
but we are demanding as a state, as 
a community as a church, as a vil-
lage, as a town of Springfield we
are demanding an end to human 
trafficking,” she said.

Former FBI agent
educates on

human trafficking

0000116381 010000116381-01

Located in Papillion’s
Shadow Lake Towne Center
7474 Towne Center PKWY #123
402-933-7826

We’ve Got Your
Chocolate Covered

ChoColate Covered
StrawberrieS

Fine ChoColateS

GiFt CardS

For ValenTines DaY


