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By Cheyenne Alexis
Staff Writer

The Bellevue Public Schools’ 
STEM Camps attracted around 
70 students this summer in its 
11th year.

The camp is designed to help 
students stay busy in the sum-
mer, while also teaching about 
the fundamentals of STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics).

The BPS STEM Camps are for 
students entering sixth and sev-
enth grade and run 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday through Friday 
for $75 per camp. 

The three-week camp is split 
into three sections: science, tech-
nology and math. 

The engineering side is in-
corporated into all three, rath-
er than acting as a stand-alone 
camp.

Michelle Boyce, the technolo-
gy teacher at the camp, had stu-
dents learn about coding, stop 
motion animation and using 
apps on their assigned iPads to 
learn about robots.

“We really try to get a good 
variety for them,” Boyce said.

Boyce said she enjoys how 
much the students learn about 
problem solving.

“When these kids graduate 
from high school, 50 percent of 
the jobs that they will apply to 
don’t exist today,” she said. “So, 
we have to train them to be col-
laborators, critical thinkers and 
problem solvers in something 
that doesn’t even exist.

“Giving them hands-on activ-
ities through technology, engi-
neering, science and math really 
helps them to get that out-of-
the-box thinking and problem 

solving that helps them attack 
whatever comes their way.”

On the science side of the 
camp, Garrett Sims, the science 
director who has helped with 
STEM Camps all 11 years, has 
students perform hands-on ex-
periments.

Sims invited Doug Rausch, a 
Bellevue University professor, 
to the camp to show the students 
how to control drones using a 
series of commands on their tab-
lets.

Sims said the camps are “pure 
learning.”

“There’s no tests involved, 
[no] homework,” he said. 
“They’re not worried about 
passing a test or a grade.”

Because of the duration of 
the camps and focusing on one 
subject, Sims is also able to focus 
on one activity and extend that if 
necessary, he said.

“We can spend the whole 
afternoon [on a subject] if we 
wanted to,” he said.

Jessica Weber, the math camp 
director, has the children focus 
on different activities that test 
their math skills: robot fight-
ing, working with a 3D printer, 
building with Legos, working 
with formulas and building 
Rube Goldberg machines.

“Really, the kids just apply 
everything in a hands-on way 
when they get here,” she said.

Weber said the STEM Camps 
brings out excitement to the stu-
dents.

“It’s really cool to see them 
just working constantly and 
problem-solving, cause and ef-
fect and trying to figure stuff
out,” she said.

The STEM Camps continue 
until Friday.

STEM camps
bring out best

in BPS students
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Shawn Graham controls a drone June 29 
during the STEM camp science section at Lied 
Activity Center.
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From left, Kayden Wagner, Xander Payp, Jacob Cropp and Michael Day watch a robot fight June 28 at the  
STEM Camp at the Lied Activity Center.

By Eugene Curtin
Associate Editor

The flood-prone Missouri River might
have chased RiverFest away from Ha-
worth Park permanently.
Jim Ristow, chief executive officer of the

Greater Bellevue Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said the relocation of the festival to 
American Heroes Park proved so popular 
that he will seek to make it the festival’s 
permanent home.

RiverFest, Bellevue’s best-attended an-
nual festival of music and food, drew about 
30,000 people this year, Ristow said, with 
strong attendance all day Saturday making 
up for lighter attendance Friday night.

He said the introduction of shuttle bus 
service from Olde Towne to and from 
American Heroes Park proved popular 
and made traffic control simpler for po-
lice directing those attendees who chose to 
park on the grass.

“Police said they moved people in and 
out of American Heroes Park twice as fast 
as they moved people in and out of Ha-
worth Park last year,” he said. “They were 
really thrilled by that.”

American Heroes Park, like Haworth 
Park, sits alongside the Missouri River but 
on higher ground. Despite being located 
directly north of Haworth Park, Ameri-
can Heroes has never flooded, making it a

more dependable venue.
In addition, Ristow said, and to his sur-

prise, measurements showed that Ameri-
can Heroes Park has just as much — and 
perhaps even more — grass parking than 
Haworth Park.

Easy parking, combined with the shut-
tle bus service, moved things along well, 
Ristow said.

“We had many compliments on that,” 
he said. “The best part was the buses 
picked you up and dropped you off at the 
front door. It took a lot of pressure off the 
park.”

Another important factor, he said, was 
the assistance provided by the City of Bel-
levue.
“Parks, fire and rescue and police did a

tremendous job,” he said. “They work hard 
to help us pull this off. There’s so much 
stuff that goes on behind the scenes that a 
lot of people don’t know about. These guys 
did a tremendous job.”
All in all, Ristow said, he is satisfied

with 2018 RiverFest, the 17th year the festi-
val has been held.

“Friday was a little light but Saturday 
we were well ahead of last year, about 20 
percent crowd-wise and sales-wise, which 
we felt pretty good about,” he said.

He said plans call for the festival to be 
held June 28-29 in 2019, prior to the July 4 
holiday.

RiverFest a success at new venue
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Bolton Palmer, 4, enjoys a carousel ride Saturday during RiverFest. As estimated 30,000 
people attended the two-day event at American Heroes Park.
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Bellevue Garden Club
18th Annual Garden Walk

Featuring 6 gardens!
July 14

4 to 8pm
July 15

11am to 3 pm
Sponsored by:

Canoyer Garden Center
Trees, Shrubs & More

Westlake Ace Hardware
www.bellevuegardenclub.com


