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Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert
signaled Wednesday that she’s
prepared to send the City Council
a trash contract that the majority
of the council supports, even if
she prefers a different approach.

But before she does, she asked
council members to put in writing

what level of trash service they
want, at what cost, and who they
want to provide it.

Stothert said the need to get a
deal done means she’s willing, for
the first time, to forward the coun-
cil a bid from Minnesota-based
West Central Sanitation, the city’s
low bidder.

A clear majority of the coun-
cil has expressed support to The

World-Herald for picking West
Central as the city’s next waste
hauler.

But, Stothert said, any West
Central contract would come
without an endorsement from her
or the Public Works Department.
The implication of such a stance:
The council would own any prob-
lems that arose from the choice.

Stothert and Public Works have
argued that choosing West Cen-
tral is risky. They say the compa-
ny would have to take out loans
and grow rapidly to serve Omaha.

Stothert’s letter repeated her
argument that the council should
question whether a smaller com-
pany is equipped to handle emer-
gencies and other contingencies.

Waste Management, the city’s
current trash hauler and also
the nation’s largest, struggled to
catch up on curbside pickup after
a hailstorm in late May.

Omahans saw delays of a cou-
ple of days to several days. The
city received nearly 2,600 verified
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Relics from Creighton’s last football
team tell the story of ‘TNT Tommy’

By ChriS PeterS
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Rita Nelsen finally dusted off
the old trunks in her basement,
years after her mother died.

She expected to have to sift
through a pile of junk. Instead,
inside the trunks, she rediscov-
ered her father, 31 years after
his death, preserved in photos,
letters and newspaper clippings,
along with the rest of Creighton
University’s final football team.

Headlines referred to Tom
Dineen as “TNT Tommy” and
“Tiny Tommy in Capsule Form.”
They showed him striking a
Heisman pose and diagrammed

him dashing past defenders.
“My mom told me millions of

stories,” Nelsen said, “but I had
never heard these.”

In 1942, Creighton’s campus
became somewhat of a training
ground for troops in World War
II. As those troops shipped off,
football programs across the
country shut down, some per-
manently. While the Nebraska
Cornhuskers played on, Creigh-
ton never fielded a football team
again.

What Nelsen found in the
trunks had rarely been seen by
the large Catholic Dineen fam-
ily or by folks at Creighton Uni-
versity and a handful of other
schools where Dineen either
played or coached. Now the fam-
ily is giving those pieces back to
the schools where their father
left a legacy.

For Creighton, this donation

Newly found photos,
programs, letters and
clippings offer insight for
both family and school

R I T A N E L S E N

A Creighton team photo found by Rita Nelsen. After the 1942 season, troops began training on campus and the team shut down. It was never revived.
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the ASSoCiAted PreSS

To the mothers, the 13-year-old
boy appeared largely unsuper-
vised as he roamed among the
clusters of townhouses on the U.S.
Air Force base in Japan.

It would have been unremark-
able — the neighborhood was full
of kids — except that young girls
were starting to report that the
boy had led them from play and
molested them.

“We were like, ‘How is this
OK?’ ” the mother of one 5-year-
old girl told the Associated Press,
which granted her anonymity to
protect her daughter’s privacy.
She locked her kids inside.

The first girl to report had to
wait six days for officials on the
largest Air Force installation in
the Pacific to provide counseling.
The mothers didn’t feel much ur-
gency from Air Force criminal
investigators either. They told the
families they had waited 13 days to
meet the boy’s father.

By then, mothers had identified
five girls, ages 2 to 7, who said the
boy had taken them to some trees
or a playground or his house. Five
other kids would allege abuse soon
after.

“We come here, and it takes the
worst cases that you can imag-
ine to find out that you don’t have

Air Force lags
in protecting
air base kids,
mothers say
Pentagon was ordered last
year to reform its handling
of reports of sexual assaults
among military children
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Tom Dineen, described as short and agile,
played left halfback in Creighton’s T-formation
offense. He was expected to be a star in 1942,
but injuries limited his playing time.
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Doris Aylor has been a “die-
hard” Kansas City Royals fan
since the team’s 2014 World Series
appearance.

The 100-year-old hospice patient
will fulfill a dream Thursday when
she gets to watch her beloved Roy-
als, live and in person, for the first
time.

In Omaha.
The game is a first for both

Aylor and Omaha, with the match-
up between the Royals and Detroit
Tigers the first regular season ma-
jor-league baseball game ever to
be played in the city.

Doris’ fandom hasn’t been
long-standing, but she’s about as
passionate as anyone could be.

It began with her son Larry
Aylor, who spent multiple week-
ends with her in the summer of
2014. The two watched several
games together that summer.

Woman, 100,
will get royal
treatment at
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Low bid back in mix as trash contract deadline nears

See Trash: Page 2


