
WHY NOT REOPEN?

Experts take
dim view of
allowing herd
immunity

By Julie Anderson

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

It sounds like a compelling idea
at a time when everyone longs for
life to get back to normal.

Instead of continuing with the
strict social-distancing policies
that have kept people in their
homes, closed schools and busi-
nesses and blasted the economy,
why not let less-vulnerable people
become infected with the novel
coronavirus? They could build up
the antibodies needed to create
what’s known as herd immunity
and leave the virus with nowhere
to go and no one to infect.

Two state senators proposed the
idea last week. Nebraska Gov. Pete
Ricketts, however, rejected the
call, saying herd immunity isn’t
really a plan.

He and Dr. Ali Khan, dean of the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center’s College of Public Health,
dismissed the notion again during
a call-in show Thursday night.
They spoke after Ricketts partic-
ipated in a conference call with
President Donald Trump and oth-
er governors Thursday afternoon
and after Trump released three-
phase guidelines for reopening
parts of the economy.

Ricketts said later in the day
that the opening must be done in a

Idea of opening, letting
less vulnerable get virus
is ‘reckless,’ infectious
disease specialist says

NU to be tuition-free for some students in need

By BoB GlissmAnn And Joe deJkA

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS

Offering free tuition to un-
dergraduate Nebraska stu-
dents whose families earn less
than $60,000 a year will be “a
game-changer” for the state, Uni-
versity of Nebraska President
Ted Carter said Friday.

Carter said he won’t ask the
Legislature for more money to
pay for the program, tabbed Ne-
braska Promise.

The announcement of the pro-
gram comes during the same
week university officials forecast
a shortfall of at least $50 million
this fiscal year because of the
coronavirus pandemic. Officials

attributed the shortfall to hous-
ing refunds, event cancellations,
medical costs and other factors.

“We’re going to do this with-
in our existing budget lines,” he
said.

But to make the numbers work,
officials may have to make “some
hard calls on some programs,” he
said.

No private money is being used,
he said.

Carter said the program is “the
right thing to do.”

He said that families are strug-
gling right now and that officials
want to make sure no Nebraskan
is denied a college education be-
cause of cost.

The program takes effect for
fall 2020. It covers tuition at the
university’s four four-year cam-
puses: Lincoln, Kearney, Omaha
and the medical center. At UNMC,
it applies only to undergraduate
nursing students.

The program is for new and re-

Undergrads at four-year campuses whose families earn
less than $60,000 a year can qualify for program this fall

MAN CAUGHT AFTER STANDOFF

Sarpy County sheriff’s deputies look for a

man after a standoff Friday near Papillion’s

Shadow Lake Towne Center. The 45-year-old

man was driving a stolen pickup, authorities

said. An in-vehicle security system disabled

the truck, which skidded into a nearby ditch.

The man refused to get out of the pickup and

claimed to have weapons, authorities said. He

fled through a drainage culvert but was taken

into custody within an hour. He was in serious

condition after being shot with pepper balls

and bean bag rounds. STORY IN MIDLANDS

MORE COVID-19 INSIDE
China say Wuhan death toll was
much higher than reported. Page 5A

Trump pushes
states to lift
restrictions;
most cautious

WASHINGTON (AP) — A day
after laying out a roadmap for
gradually reopening the economy,
President Donald Trump urged his
supporters Friday to “LIBERATE”
three states led by Democratic
governors.

The president took to Twitter
with the kind of rhetoric some of
his supporters have used in de-
manding the lifting of the restric-
tions that have thrown millions of
Americans out of work.

“LIBERATE MINNESOTA!”
“LIBERATE MICHIGAN!” “LIB-
ERATE VIRGINIA,” Trump tweet-
ed.

Responding to pleas from gov-
ernors for help from Washington
in ramping up testing for the vi-
rus, Trump put the burden back on
them, tweeting: “The States have
to step up their TESTING!”

Trump has repeatedly ex-
pressed his desire to see business-
es reopen quickly and claimed
earlier this week that he possess-
es total authority over the matter,
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Nebraska’s jobless rate makes largest monthly jump in nearly 45 years. Page 2A

State’s reopening may not follow Trump’s guidelines, ricketts says. Page 6A

addiction recovery is complicated by the coronavirus outbreak. Page 7A

No spring football is especially tough for some younger Huskers. Sports

A first for a Bluejay
Jaylyn Agnew becomes the first

player in Creighton history picked
in the WNBA draft. Sports

‘Dream House’ for sale
Home built in 1948 to promote a
Cary Grant film is remodeled and

back on the market. Living
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See NU: Page 2

By erin duffy

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

When it came to curbing the
spread of the coronavirus, Karna
Gurung seemed to be doing ev-
erything right.

He wore masks and gloves be-
fore federal and local officials
started to recommend their use.

He closed the two grocery
stores he partially owns to in-
store shopping — customers had
to call in their orders for produce
and toilet paper and pick up bags
from the curb — even though
it meant the stores were losing
thousands of dollars per day.

“$5,000 is nothing in terms of
people’s lives,” he said on March
29. “Life is more important than
money. Money we can recover.”

He took his role as a leader
among Omaha’s Bhutanese-Nep-
alese population seriously, too,
translating coronavirus news
and announcements into Nepali
on his Facebook page to keep his
community informed.

Now, in a cruel twist, Gurung
is on a ventilator in the intensive
care unit at the Nebraska Medi-
cal Center with COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavi-

refugee who warned others now in ICU

C H r I S M a C H I a N
T H E W O r l d - H E r a l d

Karna Gurung is battling COVID-19.See Karna: Page 2

CORONAVIRUS CASES CLIMB
Infections Deaths

Nebraska 1,138 25
Iowa 2,332 64
U.S. 706,309 36,607

*As of 10 p.m. Friday
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See Herd: Page 6

See Trump: Page 2

INSIDE TOMORROW’s EDITION

Fresh ideas to make the
most of the season


